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^ and prices 
are soaring 


= LIFESTYLE/DI 
How do I love thee? 
Let Pinoy writers 
count the ways 
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Do you have a story to tell about Edsa І? the mouien is looking for those 
untold stories (photos, too) that contributed, no matter how small, to the first People Power in 
1986 that so stunned the world and inspired and emboldened people in chains everywhere to 
break free. The contributions that will be selected by the editors will be used for the 

1нолаек' special celebration of the 20th anniversary of Edsa |. Sond your contribution, with 
your address and contact number, not later than Feb. 15 to fdelmundoGiinquirer.com. ph 
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Vague gov't plan for Edsa l 
celebration irks Ramos 


By Nikko Dizon 


WITH LESS THAN TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE 
20th anniversary of Edsa People Power I, for- 
mer President Fidel Ramos said yesterday he 
had yet to see tangible preparations for a spe- 
cial celebration and called this “deplorable.” 
Ramos said President Macapagal-Arroyo's. 
political squabble with ex-President Corazon 
Aquino was not an excuse to ignore tha Feb. 
VAGUE A20 


RP may be 

drawn into 

debate over 
cartoons 


By Amando Doronila 


FILIPINO MUSLIMS HAVE JOINED 
the uproar ofthe Islamic world in its 
violent protest against the publica- 
tion by a Danish newspaper in 
September last year of 12 cartoons 
which Muslims angrily claimed in- 
sulted the prophet Mohammed. 
"They burned a replica of the Danish 
flag outside a mosque in Ошаро, 
demanded an apology from the 

mmr Danish prime 
Ам, minister and 

JANALYSIS eet 
torch the Danish Embassy. 

The outburst of Islamic rage in. 
Manila was not an isolated inci- 
dent. It was a segment of the 
worldwide chain reaction to the 
cartoons that have widened the 
chasm between the Islamic world 
and Western democracies since 
the bombing of New York by Is- 
lemic extremists on Sept. 11, 
2001. 

Denmark's Prime Minister An- 
dres Fogh Rasmussen refused to 
buckle down to demands of is- 
lamic countries to apologize, say- 
ing the publication touched on 
the issue of freedom of expres- 
sion that is central to democracy. 
But he warned: "We are today 
facing global crisis that has the 


,, potential to escalate beyond the 


control of governments.” 

One of the 12 cartoons depicts 
Mohammed with a bomb in his 
turban, another shows him hold- 
ing a sword with two women in 
Islamic dress, and another de- 
picts him as standing in paradise 
telling a parade of suicide 
bombers, “Stop, stop. We have 
run out of virgins.” 

Muslims considered the satiri- 
cal cartoons blasphemous. The 
offending cartoons have sparked 
а global firestorm that has now 
gone beyond diplomatic protests 
and have sparked a violent chain 
reaction. To describe the new 
conflict as a confirmation of 
Samuel Р Huntington's thesis of 


PSE-COMPLEY PiS 
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Bishop Julio Labayen blesses the site of the tragedy and celebrates 


Fil-Ams show basic way of helping poor 


Heart-racing letters of US 
presidents to valentines 


WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENTS AND THEIR 
wives have been an amorous lot, their White 
House years coming at the pinnacle of lives en- 
twined. The men pursued and loved these 
women as intensely as they clawed their way to 
power and unleashed armies. 

"Touch you | must or И burst," Ronald Rea- 
gan wrote to Nancy three years before he be- 
came California governor. 


website: www.ing7.net HEART-RACING/ A19 


alace tells gas firms 
to explain price hikes 


Record profits of oil companies worldwide noted 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Jamie Alarcon 


MALACANANG WANTS 
oil firms in the country 
to justify their new 
round of price increases 
in the wake of record 
profits that global oil 
companies are reaping. 


President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has directed the Department of 
Energy to ask oil firms to give а 
“written. explanation” on why 
they had raised prices, Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye said yester- 
day. 

"We must ensure that there is a 
clear justification for such in- 
creases in accord with the situa- 
tion in the world market,” Bunye 
said. 

‘The increases came despite ће 
strengthening of the peso against. 
the dollar. 

Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp., Caltex Philippines Inc. and 
Petron Corp. led other oil firms in 
jacking up the prices of gasoline, 
diesel and kerosene by 50 cen- 
tavos per liter over the weekend. 

The oil firms cited high inter- 
national prices and competitive 
market forces as reasons for the 
adjustments. 

Since January, oil firms have 
raised the prices of gasoline, 
diesel and kerosene three times 
by a total of P1.50 a liter. The 
price of LPG has also risen three 
times by P1.61 per kilogram or 
P17.71 per 11-kg cylinder. 


RASPY LRA, 


“a clash of civilizations" glosses 
over the clash of values between 
the Islamic world and the West- 
ern democracies not only over 
freedom of expression, but also 
over religious tolerance. 

though none of the Philippine 
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By Volt Contreras 


AFTER THE SHOCK, GRIEF AND 
finger-pointing over the deadly 
“Wowowee” stampede, perhaps it 
is time to go back to the basi 
when extending a helping hand 
to the poor, officials of a Filipino- 
American aid group said. 


The officials of the Washing- 
ton-based Feed the Hungry Inc. 
(FTH) had just arrived in the 
country when the Feb. 4 tragedy 
struck at the PhilSports Arena, 
formerly Ultra, in Pasig City. 

Without fanfare or publicity, 
the FTH has provided about P57 
million worth of assistance to the 


poor in 77 provinces since its for- 
mation in 1993. Aid comes in the 
form of livelihood equipment, 
scholarships, low-cost housing, 
classrooms, books and even farm 
animals. 

‘The FTH is composed of 22 Fil- 
ipino-Americans based in Wash- 
ington D.C. and nearby Maryland 


and Virginia. They take off from 
work to be in the Philippines, 
usually from December to April, 
with a lineup of projects using 
funds raised in the United States. 
“Its really with a heavy heart 
that we received news of the 
stampede,” said FTH cochair Glo- 
FILAMSIAIS 


The adjustments were apart 
from those brought about by the 
increase in the value-added tax 
from 10 percent to 12 percent on 
Feb. 1. 

The price of unleaded gasoline 
went up by 70 centavos per liter 
and that of diesel by 60 centavos 
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MERON 
DIN KAYA SYANG 
HIDDEN WEALTH? 


SEEING DOUBLE: 
Jesus Quevenco (left) 
poses with the real 
Ferdinand Marcos 
during one of the 
functions that the 
late dictator 
attended in this 
photo taken in 1965. 
ветеното 


Brod’ recalls 
best, worst of 
Marcos years 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


SILAY CITY— FERDINAND MAR- 
cos" is still alive. 

No, we're not referring to the 
late dictator but his look-alike 
who doubled for Marcos in the 
1964 presidential campaign in 
Negros Occidental. 

Meet Jesus Quevenco, now 83, 
a retired manager of an insurance 
firm who is an active lay leader of 
the San Diego parish here. 

Although he is not serving the 
Lord as penance for the Marcos 
presidency, Jesus and his wife 
‘Thelma, 77, are happy to tell sto- 
ries of his brief moment of fame. 

Jesus said that while he was 
not a politician, he was a good 
friend of then Silay Mayor Romu- 
lo Golez, a member of the Na- 
cionalista Party (МР). 

Golez brought Jesus to the NP 
convention at the Manila Hotel in 
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EATER 


By Vincent Cabreza. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—THE EARLY BIRDS GET THE 
verses every chilly morning of February in this 
summer capital 

Rick, a 28-year-old cabbie, stops plying 
his taxi at 7:15 a.m. every day and parks 50 
he can jot down the latest poem read aloud 
over BIG FM radio. 

‘At about the same time, another resident, 
John Estepa, tunes in so his $-year-old son 
Tofi, who is ill, could listen to the calming 
verses of Ibaloi Gabriel Baban Keith, who 
usually expresses lines in a sing-song ca- 
dence for what is arguably the only poetry 
broadcast in the country. 

Keith, 37, a city information officer, has 
been reading the best of romantic poetry 
that he can get his hands on since March 
last year. And his selections have been a 
hit. 

Poet Francis Macansantos, a Baguio- 
based Palanca awardee, said he was 
amused when his blind masseur advised 
him one day to introduce himself to Keith 
so he could “also become famous." 

Macansantos and other Pilipino bards 
joined Keith on Saturday to launch a series 
of poetic readings over radio that would 
run through the month of hearts. 

Keith's success in generating interest in 


radio poetry was inspirational because it 
tapped into a new audience longing for an 
art considered lost in an age of websites, T- 
pods and DVDs, Macansantos said. 

But Keith said the program was a comic 
fluke that he stumbled into when he asked 
BIG FM for airtime to read some of his po- 

LOVELAIS 


"WHAT a wonderful 
day for poetry and 
romance," Gabriel 
Ваһап Keith 
routinely opens his 
radio program in 
Baguio City. 
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“WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Southam Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao vil experience 
Cloudy skas with scaterd rainshowers and isolated thunder- 
‘Storms. Кап tl be widespread over Bicol and Norther and East- 
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JDV: Interfaith body to stop clashes 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA 
yesterday pushed for the creation of 
ап interfaith council within the Unit- 
ed Nations system to prevent “reli- 
gious and cultural" clashes. 

He was referring to the contro- 
versial cartoons published in Eu- 
rope which depicted the Prophet 
Mohammed variously as a terror- 
isi This spurred protests among 
Мітоз worldwide who consider 
41} depiction of the Prophet as 

isphemous. 

De Venecia said an interfaith coun- 
cil under the Security Council could 
institutionalize interfaith dialogues. 
Tt could also draw up and enforce 


rules of intercultural behavior in an 
increasingly interdependent world 

In November 2004, the Philippines 
sponsored a resolution calling for “in- 
terfaith dialogues” to isolate the ex- 
tremists who advocate terrorism in 
the name of religion, and to prevent a 
potential “clash of civilizations.” 

The resolution, principally au- 
thored by De Venecia and co-spon- 
sored by Iran and 23 other states, was 
approved by the UN General Assem- 
bly the same year. 

“already the western political right 
to free expression has clashed with 
the Muslim code of respect for its 
holiest figure,” said De Venecia. 

He explained that the proposed in- 
terfaith council could coordinate, 


monitor, expand and follow through 
on recommendations and decisions. 
of interfaith dialogues at global, re- 
gional and national levels in various 
areas of the world. 

De Venecia feared the violent 
protests throughout the Muslim 
World against the controversial 
cartoons "have now signaled the 
beginning of the clash of religions 
and civilizations which historians 
foresee.” 

He warned that conflicts like those 
raised by the European cartoons were 
bound to recur with “increasing in- 
tensity in our hybrid societies—un- 
less we are able to inculcate new 
rules of civic behavior respectful of 
other cultures and other religions.” 
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EO 464 still 
in effect, says 
Malacanang 


By Christine О. Avendaño and T] Burgonio 
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it wil be up and running 99.5% of the time. Nothing less. 


of your Monthly Service Fee for every 4-hour delay. 


= 


elo. 


һу calling (02) 449-9999 or 171 from any BayanTel phone nationwide. 


big monetary loss; we can't afford to be risk takers now, can we? 


‘shed cold sweat. And we do care, so expect us to be there on the dot everytime. 


OUR AD AGENCY WANTED 
THISIN FULL COLOR, 


BUT WE WANTED 
EVERYTHING IN 
BLACK AND ШЇЇ, 


{t's not because we're a conventional company that doesn't have the tiniest sense of fun. It's just that this ad talks about our Satisfaction Guaranteed Program 
Which is so revolutionary, we can't afford readers like you getting the wrong idea. We want it to be as transparent as possible, whet you see is what you get, 


One of the programs Is our Network Quality Guarantee in Metro Manila (the provincial run starts March 1). Let's say, we stated on the service level agreement 
that’s contract in layman's terms-~between BayanTel and your company, that your data network will be up and running 98.5% of the time, 


We can vouch for that because ош network across the country is consistent and quite predictable, not realy big on surprises. And if by chance, 
your data network experiences breakdown, we would restore it within the agreed time. If we don't, wel automatically waive one (1) full day 


GUARANTEED NETWORK PERFORMANCE OR GET SERVICES FOR FREE 


Best of all, this guarantee rests upon a per ссий ог unbundled basis. Meaning, if we fall to restore even one of your 
many circuits on time, you can avail of rebates or credits on a per circuit basis. Leam more about this guarantee of ours 


For companies like yours which depend on their system to be able to fully operate, the slightest glitch can mean 


But the bottom line here isn’t about being late and making amends. The fact that we're offering a guarantee whose 
very foundation lies on being on time shows that we do understand that a few minutes of downtime can make any IT manager 


Its ай about doing what we sald we would. And doing something about И stil, f we don't. 
1s that clear. It's that simple. 
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MALACANANG HAS NOT TO- 
tally retreated from enforcing 
Executive Order 464, serving 
notice that it will not think twice 
about invoking the prohibition 


again if it deemed it necessary. 

Palace officials made this clear yesterday 
and took pains to scotch the notion that the 
executive branch was the first to blink in the 
том with Congress after President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo allowed Cabinet members and 
other government officials to appear starting 
today at Senate hearings on the proposed 
2006 national budget. 

"Executive Order 464 ... will remain in ef- 
fect, especially for legislative inquiries which 
are deemed unproductive and clearly mot 
vated by self-serving politics,” Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said 

The order, issued in late September, 
bars administration, police and military 
officials from appearing at congressional 
hearings without the Presidents ap- 
proval. 


Nothing to do with SC 

Presidential Political Adviser Gabriel 
Claudio said that the Palace move to allow 
Cabinet officials to attend Senate hearings 
had nothing to do with the Senate asking the 
Supreme Court again last Friday to stop the 
implementation of the order, pointing out 
that Malacafang's seeming retreat had come 
earlier 

‘The Palace clarification was issued after ex- 
ecutive officials and senators held dialogues 
in attempts to head off escalation of the feud. 

By relenting on its earlier directive, Clau- 
dio said, the Palace merely wanted to “ease 
the tension and make the first move to restore 
cordiality in the executive's relationship with 
the Senate.” 


Defense against harassment 

“We're standing by EO 464 and continue 
to reserve the right to defend the executive 
department from undue and destructive 
political grandstanding, persecution and 
harassment from a co-equal branch of gov. 
ernment," Claudio said in a phone inter- 
view. 

And in a text message later, Claudio said 
EO 464 was "valid and constitutional" and 
that the government had a strong case before 
the high court, which is to hear oral argu- 
ments on the case this week. 

"We would rather await the Supreme 
Court's decision which we hope will be in the. 
interest of clarifying executive-legislative re. 
lations,” he said. 


Sign of reconciliation 

For his part, the President's chief of staff 
Michael Defensor told senators that the 
Palace acted "in good faith” and that releasing 
Cabinet members from the ban was “not а 
sign of weakness” on its part “buta sign of rec- 
onciliation in the light of the strong economy 
and the strong peso. 

“Аз we have shown good faith, we hope 
they also do the same,” he said in a separate 
phone interview, adding that the intention of 
the executive “is not to blink but to fix the 
weakest link." 

Defensor said the dialogues were made 
possible with the help of allies and friends of 
the administration and that results were “very 
positive." 

“Some senators are aghast at the way some 
of the budget hearings are being conducted," 
Defensor said. "Some responsible senators 
can see when their colleagues are already be- 
yond the line.” 


Revocation demanded 

Senators expressed relief at Ms Arroyo's 
move, but demanded that she take it a step 
further by revoking EO 464. 

“President Arroyo must have realized that 
Executive Order 464 has absolutely no legal, 
political and constitutional basis at all,” Sen- 
ate President Franklin Drilon said as he wel- 
comed the move. 

“I am glad that the President's better 
judgment prevailed over the hotheads 
around her,” Sen. Manuel "Mar" Roxas Il 
said. 

Administration Sen. Joker Arroyo, for his 
part, credited newly appointed presidential 
legal counsel, former Rep. Eduardo Nachura, 
for Malacafiang s change of heart. 

“Malacañang must listen more to Nachura 
who knows the nuances of government, hav- 
ing been a congressman for nine years, rather 
than vested interest hangers-on in the 
Palace," he said in an interview. 
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Don't blame 
Willie, ma 
tells public 


By Russell Arador. 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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TARLAC CITY—THE MOTHER OF "WOWO- 
мее" host Willie Revillame has surfaced and 
appealed to people to stop blaming him for 
the Feb, 4 stampede that killed 71 people at Ё 3 
the PhilSports Arena in Pasig City. ерш to; ^^ 0; Cotabato 
Мута Buendia, 60, of this city said, "Sino ba d J чага 
ang may kagustuhan nun? Wala namang may ka- Zamboanga 
gustuhan nun (Who would want an accident like 
that to happen? Nobody wanted itto happen)” |, Davao to 
“In an interview yesterday with the oun at her rone 
home in Barangay San Rafael here, Buendia said Zamboanga 
she normally did not get involved in Revillame's af- 
fairs but this me she had to speak out because 
blaming her son forthe stampede was unfair 
“Nalungkot ako pero ano ang magagawa ko (1 
felt sad but what could 1 do)?" she said. “Hindi 
maman kagustuhan ni Willie iyon. Gusto nga ni 
Willie makatulong para masiyahan naman ang. 
mga tao (Willie did not want this to happen. Не 
wanted to help and make people happy)." д: 
Revillame was bom in Nueva Ecija but grew E 


de Oro 


upin Manila, When his father died of a heart at- DI 
асіп the 1980s, his mother remarried and set- 7| C 
tled in Tarlac. Revillame has four half-brothers „АЖЕ. A! 
from his mother's second and third marriages. 
The National Bureau of Investigation, mean- 
while, is looking into a report some “Wowowee” 
fans were electrocuted during the stampede. 
'NBI National Capital Region (NCR) chief Ruel Р 
Lasala told the Ingumen in a phone interview фаг Lave is.in the air! Enjoy great bargains in our domestic destinations. Travel to your heart's content! But hurry, ya 


they would coordinate with Dante Jimenez of th il Fe 9 ege inne эк Tron 
[eios nis Ene a v Coupon. A cc) only have until February 16 to buy your Valentine Seat Sale Tickets for travel between March 1-22, 2006. Buy поў 


"who presented wimesses claiming they saw vic- 
tims being electrocuted during the stampede. « 
S 


“qutopsies conducted by the NBI on some Im 
„горе conducted by the МЫ on боле  Qne-way fares/vice-versa » Limited seats » Fares may nat be available on all 


5 days and flights * ++ Fares are exclusive of fees, taxes (including 12% VAT) & wy” 
electrocution,” Lasala said. d i 
Mond Meg занаки Тосо:  Srehünes Terms and conditions apply. < PACIFIC; 
miya yesterday sponsored a Mass in front of the 

here th idi d. With Mar- m » 
Buc Осы» | WWW. cebupacificair. com or сай (02) 636-4938; visit our Cebu Pacific office or the Travel Agent nearest you, | 
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amic Liberation Front ч s 
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circles as Commander 
Diego, said this would. 
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nite a conflict between 
the two Moro organi- 
zations which are both 
asserting selérule in 
Mindanao. 

Director Silvino 
 Cinches of the National 
Bureau of Investigation, 
who is closely monitor- 
ing the peace proces ; 
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a final peace agreement 
which could be signed. 
in September this year. n " 
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secretary general, who. 
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in the government 
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offensives on MILF lairs 
in the Buliok Complex, 
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North Cotabato. 
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Jailed MNLF leader Nur 
Misuari for a proposed 
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Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP) for condemning 
mining activities in the country. 
Ina statement, Archbishop Os- 
car Cruz said bishops should not 


‘Christian V. Esguerra be treated like they were “igno- 

rant” of the mining industry and 
the concomitant evil that it brings 
to local residents. 


"The CBCP is once more belit- 


бей and even lambasted infalli 
bly by big mining interests in the 
country” he said, “The CBCP may 
not have its technical mining jar- 
gon but it is in contact with the 


SENIOR PRELATE YESTERDAY 
uned fire against big mining 
jmpanies criticizing the ‘Catholic 
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relate hits back: Bishops not ignorant on mining 


mass base adversely affected by 
avaricious mining." 

The country’s 122 bishops 
came under fire after they re- 
leased a pastoral statement say- 
ing the Mining Act of 1995 "de- 
stroys life.” 

“Our experiences of environ- 
mental tragedies and incidents 
with the mining transnational 
corporations belie all assurances 
of sustainable and responsible 
mining that the Arroyo adminis- 
tration is claiming,” they wrote in 
the Jan. 29 statement. 

‘Mining executives soon came 
firing back at the bishops, saying 
they were in no position to speak 
against the issue. One critic even 
compared the prelates to the abu- 
sive and intrusive friars during 
the Spanish period. 

Cruz said the bishops were not 

ignorant of what wealth is 
drawn out by mining the land as 
well as what poisonous dirt, in 
fact, is left behind for keeps.” 

He said only in the Philippines 
were transnational mining corpo- 
rations allowed to encroach into 
35 national conservation priority 
areas, 32 national integrated pro- 
tected areas and 17 important 
bio-diversity areas. 

While business may be bene- 
ficial, Cruz said it becomes de- 
structive when it begins to ex- 
ploit. It also becomes unethical 
when done “at the expense of 
human persons, the detriment 
of the common welfare, and the 
destruction of the environment 


Another gambling game 
gets Cruz’s dander up 


ANTI-GAMBLING CRUSADER 
‘Archbishop Oscar Cruz has de- 
nounced Keno, a numbers game 
resembling bingo that the Philip- 
pine Charity Sweepstakes Office is 
planning to launch, 

Like “jueteng,” the illegal num- 
bers game Cruz opposes, keno 
would only victimize the poor 
who are sure to become addicted 
to it, the -Lingayen-Dagupan 
prelate said in a statement, 

“It promises excitement plus 
huge winnings but, as usual, the 
gamblers are ultimately the 
losers. The gambling operators 
arethe final winners," said Cruz. 

Keno is played like bingo ex- 
cept that the player gets to 
choose the numbers on his tick- 
et. Keno cards display up to 80 
numbers and a player can pick as 
many or as few numbers as he. 
wants, The winning numbers are 
then drawn during bingo-like 
sessions. 

Cruz said the Arroyo adminis- 
tration was the “biggest gambling 
lord in the country” and blamed it 
and the Philippine Amusement 


which spells the lynching of 
generations yet to come,” he 
said. 

"The global market, even 
transnational industries’ should 
have a social conscience. Other- 
wise, the people they intend to 
help precisely become their vic- 
tims," he pointed out. 

Cruz's response was, thus far, 
the most scathing coming from 
the generally conservative 
Catholic hierarchy after the pas- 
toral statement. 

Borongan Bishop Leonardo 
Medroso earlier invited critics to 
a dialogue to thresh out differ- 
ences over mining. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
did that with 12 bishops at a 
Malacañang dinner the day after 
the statement was released. 

The bishops were among 
those who personally pushed 
for the mining issue to be tack- 
led in a pastoral statement dur- 
ing the recent CBCP plenary as- 
sembly. Their pastoral jurisdic- 
tions were directly affected by 
mining activities. 

In the statement, Cruz said the 
CBCP once more was crying out 
against the environmental dam- 
age and disasters caused by large- 
scale mining in the country. 

"It again pleads for mining re- 
straint in favor of the small com- 
munities oppressed and dislocat- 
ed, the many families impover- 
ished and rendered ill by irre- 
sponsible mining of the land,” he 
said. 


and Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) for 
infecting the РСЗО with the 
“gambling virus.” 

‘The prelate, whose high-pro- 
file crusade against "jueteng" 
last year led to a congressional 
investigation and short-lived ex- 
ile for the President's husband 
and son, again denounced the 
evils of gambling, legalized or, 
not. 

"While someone somewhere 
might strike it rich somehow 
through gambling, gambling 
impoverishes thousands. This is 
the truth notwithstanding all ar- 
guments to the contrary" he 
said. 

‘The return of jueteng in many 
provinces and the proliferation of 
masiao meant that operators are 
back in business, Cruz said. 

"The poor are again exploited. 
The gullible continue to be 
fooled. And their money ulti- 
mately lands in the fat bank ac- 
counts of the gambling financiers 
and their protectors and well- 
chosen beneficiaries, he said. 

Jerome Aning 


Corrections 


INTHE FEB. 9 ISSUE, Reggie Aspiras’ column, “Kitchen Rescue,” 
in the Lifestyle section on Page С1—"А love affair with os- 
trich"—misspelled the name of an environmental organization. 
‘The group's name is Audubon—not Audobon—International. 

IN LATER EDITIONS of the Feb. 10 issue, a front page sto- 
1y—"S&P upbeat on RP debt but Moody's pessimistic’—misstat- 
ed the symbol used by Standard & Poor's to represent a credit rat- 
ing of three notches below investment grade. The symbol used by 
S&P for such a credit rating is ВВ-, not Br. 

Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing 
to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av- 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati Ciy, fx Nos. 697-4/-93/94; e-mail 
р ph oy 4 d 

Tomplaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Lorna 
кай rel. readers advocate, email addres: readersadvocate@inguir- 
encom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate, Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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THe Daily GOSPEL 


Monday, February 13, 2006 
6th Weekin Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: Jas 1:1-11 
Gospel: Mark 8:11-13 

"The Pharisees came and started to argue with Jesus. Hoping to em- 
barrass him, they asked for some heavenly sign. Then his spirit was 
moved. He gave a deep sigh and said, "Why do the people of this pre- 
sent time ask for a sign? Truly, Isay to you, no sign shall be given to this 
people.” Then he left them, got into the boat again and went to the 
other side of the lake. 
Commentary 

‘The letter of James begins with a call to joy in the face of rial and test- 
ing so that we can learn enduring faithfulness and become mature. We 
‘are to ask for wisdom and faith and to live humbly, sharing all we have, 
mot clinging to wealth which lasts for nothing. And Jesus is tested again 
and again by those without faith who want signs, Jesus sighs from the 
depths of his spirit (aggrieved) and says: "No sign wil be given,” and he 
leaves, crossing the lake to the other side. 

Do we grieve Jesus with our want of signs and lack of faith, being im- 
mature and grabbing at what the world says makes us who we are? Lent 
is approaching. Time to look at our lives from Jesus' point of view. 


Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Que- 
son City, UP RO. Вох4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; 781: 921-3984; Fax: 
921-7429; E-mail: ` cci@claret.org; Websites httpj//wwwible, 
claret org (Claretian Publications Inc.) & hetpi//missionariesclaret.org 
(Claretians in the Philippines) 
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Г THE ULTIMATE CORE FAT 
,BURNING PROGRAMME. 


{SHE SAID! What is CORE POWER? 
1HE SAID: CORE POWER Training plus 
< BODY METRICS is the ultimate in FITNESS, FAT & 
CELLULITE LOSS. It's the way that Jonabel 
Gavietà lost 34.5 Ibs to win the Female Great 
Body contest and Art Guerrero lost 35 Ibs to 
«E win the Male Greot Body contest. 
E 1D. EERE я 
ОЭТЕВЕЕ! 
SONAL? TRAINING 
SLOTS* an 
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UN exec raps 
RP failure to 
apply eco laws 


INFANTA, QUEZON—ONE OF THE MAJOR 
sources of international aid in the country has, 
slammed the government for failing to en- 
force its environmental laws, further expos- 
ing the country to natural disasters. 

The United Nations Children’s Fund 
(Unicef) said the “vicious cycle” of logging in 
areas like Quezon had not stopped even after 
fiash floods and landslides displaced more 
than 265,000 people in 2004. 

"The political rhetoric in Manila is just pass- 
ing wind... People need to be prosecuted. 
There are environmental laws but there is а 
lack of enforcement,” Unicef representative to 
Manila Dr. Nicholas Арий said in an interview. 

‘Alipui and World Health Organization 
(WHO) country representative Jean Marc 
Olive were here Friday to check on the reha- 
bilitation and development projects the UN 
had funded after the 2004 disaster. 

Alipui noted that people were rebuilding 
their homes in exactly the same areas where 
landslides had destroyed them in the first place. 

Alipui said the government had also failed 
to stop both small-time illegal loggers and 
‘commercial loggers from operating, destroy- 
ing the remaining forests of the Sierra Madre. 

‘Deforestation was blamed for the flash floods 
and landslides that killed more than 1,500 peo- 
ple in November 2004, but the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources denied 
that this was the cause of the floods. 

‘Alipui and Olive also met with Dumagat 
leaders and learned that members of the mili- 
tary in Quezon had seized relief goods sent by 
Unicef to indigenous peoples as part of the in- 
ternational aid to vietims of the 2004 floods. 

Melicio Rutaquio of the Tulay Ugnayan ng mga 

mg Katutubo sa Sierra Madre (TUNOD- 
KSM) said members of the Army’ 16th Infantry 
Brigade raided the homes of the Dumagat in Sitio 
Malatunglan in General Nakar in June last year 

‘The military had asked the Dumagat to 
leave their communities because of encounters 
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*SAVINGS APPLY TO FULL 


FITNESS & SKIN HOTINES 


with New People's Army rebels in the area. 
‘When the Dumagat came back, they found 
their homes open and their farming tools, 
along with the blankets, mats and pans from 
Unicef gone, Rutaquio said. 
"The military is accusing them that our de- 
velopment assistance is being used to help the 


www.slimmersworid.com.ph 
Inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Luisa/Chryso 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


MEGAMALL Gina/Maureen 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 


NPA, and that mars the recovery of the com- 
munities," Unicef project officer Nonoy Fajar- 
do said. Blanche 5. Rivera 


______——— 
SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587009183912510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 


MALATE 5259891/09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 PASAY RD.8873530/09156893088 РАЗ 6473814/09275341: 


Feel as a guest, as we fly you to Abu Dhabi and other exotic 
destinations around the world. 


To us, travel is not purely about the destination, it's also about the journey. We are Etihad Airways, the National Airline 
of the United Arab Emirates. With us, you'll experience unparalleled hospitality that makes you feel like 
more than just another passenger. We're here to make sure that you're infor a unique and memorable trip ahead. 
Call us at tel. no. 8858433 to 35 and 8493913 for fax. www.etihadairways.com 
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The new models. 


a MANNY PACQUIAO Visa and Mastercard of the ff: 
“Para Sa'yo Ang Laban Na ‘to” co abum | | солее Card Network (VISA, Metercard, JOB, Amex) 
5 BEI Express ond Mastercard 
for every purchase of WOW Magic Sing Package Standard Chertered Mastercard 
‘(Videoke Microphone plus Duet Microphone or Videoke Microphone plus Song Chip) Diners and Security Mastercard 


н) Hurry! Get Free CD Now! awe 
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The discovery begins. 


The Malayan High School of Science formally opens its doors to every child's imagination. 


With its advanced curriculum, state-of-the-art facilities and wi-fi campus, the Malayan 
High School of Science promises to be the new home to a new breed of learners, 
determined to succeed in today's hi-tech world. The Malayan High School of Science. 


Finally, a different school of science for the new century. 


NOW ACCEPTING APPLICANTS 


FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2006-2007! MALAYAN HIGH SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 
For admission inquiries, please contact: 
Tel: 562-9231, 562-9381, 562-9329, 
562-8516, 301-0268, 301-0269 
Email: hs.admissions@malayanscience.net.ph 


Website: http://www.malayanscience.net.ph Mandarin will be offered as an optional subject. 
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Coast Giard. 
raises alert 
on bombing 


anniversary 
уне Philip Morris Philippines Manufacturing Inc. 


IN ANTICIPATION OF THE FIRST ANNIVER- 
sary of the Valentine's Day bombing in several 
parts of the county, the Philippine Coast 
Guard placed its personnel nationwide on 
heightened alert yesterday. 

‘The watch on ports in Manila would be spe- 
cially tight, said PCG spokesperson Lt. Com- 


s " 
mander Joseph Coyme, noting that these 
rere among the busiest in the country 
“PCG personnel are always vigilant against 


illegal activities, but we are further increasing 
our efforts now that the first anniversary of 
the boriibing is coming up," Coyme said in a 
phone interview. 


"The Feb. 14, 2005, bombings took place in a 
the cities of Makati, General Santos and 
Davao. The Abu Sayyaf Group claimed res 
ponsibility for the blasts. 
Makati was the worst hit after a bomb LI 


ripped through a bus on Epifanio de los San- 
tos Avenue (Edsa), leaving four people dead 
and over 60 wounded. 

Since then, two confessed members of the 
‘Abu Sayyaf Group and one Indonesian bomb 
expert with ties to the Jemaah Islamiyah re- 
gional terror group were convicted for th 
Makati bombing. 

1а General Santos, three died after a blast. 
outside a mall, while one was killed when ап 
explosive went off at a bus terminal in Dava 

‘The PCG, especially its sea marshals, have 
been keeping watch against terrorist and 
criminal activities at port areas by inspecting 
bags, packages and container vans for illegal 
orexplosive materials. 


Security tightened 
around Magdalo 
men going to court 


FOLLOWING REPORTS OF A PLAN TO 
spring members of the Magdalo group from 
detention, the military has directed its Na- 
tional Capital Region Command to take over 
the transport of the mutinous soldiers from 
their cells to the trial court and bad 

While the renegade soldiers respective service 
units—the Army Navy and Air Force—shall 
maintain custody and provide close-in securi 
military spokesperson said the responsibilty of 
making sure they left and got back to camp safely 

ould now fall on the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines’ NCR Command. 

“Our duty is to ensure that they get trans 
ported to the hearing. We will provide securi 
going to the hearing and make sure (they 
able to) attend (their trial) safely” said Capt 
Ramon Zagala, NCR Command spokesperson. 

The Magdalo group's leaders are being 
held at the Intelligence Service of the Armed 
Forces (вар!) compound in Camp Aguinaldo 
in Quezon City while the other members ar 
detained at Fort Bonifacio in Taguig City 

‘The NCR Command shall provide the con 

and secure the route to the Makati City 
Regional Trial Court where the soldiers ar 
being tried on coup d'etat charges for the July 
ver of the Oakwood apartment 

hotel, Zagala said. 

“The purpose is to have only one comman 
der, General Cabalquinto," Zagala said, addin; 
that AFP chief of staff Gen. Generoso Senga 
had ordered the new setup two weeks ago. 

Lt. Gen, Alan Cabalquinto is chief of the 
NCR Command 


ыг ees Government Warning: 


own reme (n securing the muti- 
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Peni tech tete wes done pria. 
Iysoprevent ће Magdalo group from escaping. 

from Ре center and ће escape of 
Captain Faeldon at the Makati RTC, these 
plans were made so that we can prevent an- 
other escape,"hesaid. Luige A. del Puerto 


A fuel tipid tip. 1o get more косе ой. of your fue 


_ Drive smoothly, avoiding heavy acceleration or braking, 
A! Shell, we're committed to helping you go further. Look out for other fuel tipid tips. 


wv shell com ph /fuelstretch 
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the WORLD 
Bird flu detected 


‘> Enroll т PISM seminars and go farther 


The Philippine Institute for Supply Management ; 
is dedicated to the professional development 

_ of supply chain practitioners by delivering 
world-class and strategic seminars to support 
individual needs to go farther.. 


PISM SEMINAR CALENDAR 


Advanced Supply Chain Management - New! 
Strategic Purchasing or Procurement Planning 
Advanced Warehousing Practices 

Measuring & Evaluating Purchasing Performance 
Logistics & Customer Service - New! 

Financial Management for Purchasing 

and Supply Chain Practitioners - New! 

Auditing the Purchasing Function 
E-Procurement - New! 

Group Purchasing - New! 

Human Side of Supply Chain Management - New! 
Ethics in Purchasing 

fective Negotiation Techniques for Buyers 

{Fundamentals of Warehousing Operations 
Те Law on Procurement & Contract Management 
Import/Export 

Meeting of the Minds: A Negotiation Workshop 


February 23 - 24, 2006 
March 15 - 17, 2006 
March 23 - 24, 2006 
March 29 - 30, 2006 
March 31, 2006 

April 6, 2006 


April 7, 2006 
April 25 - 26, 2006 
April 27 - 28, 2006 
May 3 -4, 2006 
May 5, 2006 

May 11 - 12, 2006 
May 18 - 19, 2006 
May 25 - 26, 2006 
June 8 - 9, 2006 
June 15 - 16, 2006 


CERTIFIED PURCHASING MANAGER (C.P.M.) REVIEW PROGRAM 
;PISM as a СРМ. allied member of the Institute for Supply Management (ISM) based in 


Апгопа, USA, offers C.P.M. Review Program. The globally most recognized designation for 


"Supply management professionals that will lead you to a career progress by emphasizing 


your managerial, leadership and negotiating skills. 


"REVIEW SCHEDULE: March 25 - June 7, 2006 (Saturdays) at PISM Office 


[uos 


Y Learn more about PISM seminars & certification program by visiting www.pism.org , 


^ or contact us at telephone numbers (02) 6345955; 6345942; 6346632 ^ 
А ‘e-mail us аёаппе@ріѕт.ого; secretariat@pism.org 


: Congratulations! 


Magsaysay Maritime 
Corporation 


2005 Agency Performance Awards 


for 


“Awards of Excellence - Seabased Sector” 
“Top Performance Award” 


Special Citation for 
“Highest Deployment of Seafarer” 
“Highest Foreign Exchange Earnings” 
“Exemplary Welfare Programs and Allied Services 
- Seabased Agency” 
“Exemplary Technical Capability” 


All the best from; 


i Spitak PC an 


Your Bank of Choice 


Contact our Call Center at 84-911 (Metro Manila) 
PLDT 1-800-188-84-911 and Digitel 1-800-333-84-911 (Provincial) 
visit www.equitablepcib.com 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


in Italy, Greece 


ROME—THE DEADLY BIRD FLU HAS REACHED WESTERN EUROPE, 
with Italy and Greece announcing they had detected the H5N1 strain 
of the virus in dead swans, while the European Union confirmed the 
presence of the deadly strain in Bulgaria. 


Saturday's announcement by Greece and Italy 
comes a day after the opening of the Winter 
Games in Turin, and marks the first time the po- 
tentially dangerous virus was detected in a EU 
country. 

Authorities in Italy, Greece and Bulgaria said 
there were no reports of people being infected, 
and Italian Health Minister Francesco Storace 
sought to reassure Italians that the outbreak 
posed no immediate threat to humans, as the 
virus had only affected wild birds. 

“з a relatively safe situation for human 
health, less so for animal health,” Storace said. 

Also Saturday, authorities in Nigeria said they 
were investigating whether a deadly bird fiu 
strain discovered in the West African country last 
week had spread to humans after at least two 
children were reported ill. 

Bird flu has killed at least 88 people in Asia 
and Turkey since 2003, according to the World 
Health Organization. It has been ravaging poul- 
try stocks across Asia since 2003, killing or forc- 
ing the slaughter of more than 140 million birds. 

Almost all the human deaths have been linked 
to contact with infected poultry but experts fear 
the virus could mutate into a form that spreads 
easily among humans, possibly sparking a hu- 
man йи pandemic that could kil millions. 

Experts said they were reassured by the fact 


that the virus has been detected in wild birds 
rather than on poultry farms, where it would be 
тоге likely to spread and where people would 
be in closer contact to infected birds. 

"The risk to humans is less if the disease is in 
wildlife than ifit isin poultry” said Juan Lubroth, 
a senior animal health officer at the Rome-based 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization. 

“The virus was found in five swans in the three 
southern Italian regions of Puglia, Calabria and 
Sicily, Storace said. The swans had arrived from 
the Balkans, he said, likely pushed south by cold 
weather. 

The European Union issued a statement say- 
ing that Italy has agreed to apply the same pre- 
cautionary measures as those adopted by Greece 
a day earlier. They include creating a three-kilo- 
meter high-risk, protection zone around each 
outbreak area, and a surveillance zone of an ad- 
ditional seven kilometers. 

Tests will be done on samples of domestic 
birds inside the protection zone, where poultry is 
to be separated to avoid contact with other do- 
mestic birds. Birds that are infected or suspected 
of being infected will be killed. 

Hunting wild birds will be banned in both 
zones, and poultry cannot travel out of the 
surveillance zone, the Italian health ministry 

AP 


FIRST LADY 
TOLIVEIN 
WHITE HOUSE 
Abigail Adams, 
wife of the United 
States’ second 
president, John 
‘Adams, is seen in. 
an undated 
engraving from a 
painting by Gilbert 
Stuart. She was 
the first wife of a 
president to livein 
the White House, 
and hung her 
family's laundry 
out to dry in the 
unfinished East 
Room. ГА 


Illegals working in US don't know 
they can get legal aid, says study 


By Cara Anna. 


KINGSTON, NEW YORK—SERGIO DE LA 
Cruz says the abuse began when he was 
picked up at a day labor site and taken to a 
construction site in New York City’s Bronx 
borough, where his boss took his Mexican 
identity papers and locked him in at night. 

For four months, de la Cruz says he was locked 
into three separate sites, most ofthe time sleeping 
‘ona plank bed and defecating into a plastic bag. 

As America's use of day labor grows, legal aid 
experts say this is one of the more striking com- 
plaints. But just as striking, they say is that de la 
Cruz didn't know someone could help him. 

In the first national survey of day laborers, re- 
leased last month, nearly half of 2,660 workers 
interviewed said theyd been cheated out of pay 
in the past two months. Almost 45 percent said 
they hadn't been given food and water More 
than one-fourth had been abandoned at a work 
site. 

‘And 70 percent said they didn't know where to 
report such abuse, or how. 

"The survey illustrates а key problem in the sto- 
ту of day labor: About three-quarters of the esti- 
mated 117,000 day laborers in the United States 
are here illegally. What happens when they say 
they're treated legally as well? 

“Most people don't know employment law ap- 

lies despite their immigration status,” says Tricia 

lec, co-founder of the Kingston-based Work- 

ers Rights Law Center. "They want the jobs, you 
know what mean? They just want to get paid.” 

“The center is one of a growing number that of- 
fer legal help to day laborers, The National Legal 
‘Aid and Defender Association in Washington, 
D.C, says theres no good estimate of such legal 
aid centers in the United States, but the national 
survey found 63 day labor worker centers offer- 
ing legal or other services in 17 states. 

But finding and educating day laborers still 


isn't easy says Laura Stack, managing attorney in 
the northem Virginia office of the Virginia Justice 
Center. Outreach workers make regular early 
morning visits to day labor sites, but there's a lot 
of tumover, Stack says. "There are definitely peo- 
ple we're not reaching.” 

Most cases come by word of mouth, and some- 
times quite late. Stack last week met a Bolivian 
man who said he'd worked on a suburban con- 
struction site for two-and-a-half months without 


рау 

"We tell them that if youre not paid in two 
weeks, be very very afraid,” Stack says. 

"They expect once a month someone not to 
pay them,” says Salvador Reza, who works with 
the National Day Labor Organizing Network in 
Phoenix. "Its gotten to a point where they see it 
asa business oss.” 

Reza says the local day labor center takes 
down the license plate numbers of employers ve- 
hides, and workers are told to write down as 
much information as possible, such as names and 
addresses. But people hesitate to report abuse to 
police because they think they/ll be deported, he 
says, 

On the Mississippi Gulf Coast, the Mississippi 
Immigrant Rights Alliance says its sometimes dif- 
ficult finding workers even to repay them for their 
lost wages, The group has distributed thousands 
‘of educational leaflets to day laborers rebuilding. 
after Hurricane Katrina, and it has filed 20 com- 
plaints so far with the US Department of Labor on 
behalf of hundreds of workers over wage viola- 
tions, 

“Without exception, they did not know about 
the Department of Labor or their right to be paid,” 
says Mira president Bill Chandler. 

De la Cruz waited months before slipping out 
of the construction site. A year and a half later, in 
late December, the Workers Rights Law Center 
helped him file a lawsuit against his employer in 
US District Court. АР 
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A small ass size leads to a student-teacher interaction Pad 
that's more personalized, fosters greater discipline and 

respect, and encourages academic excellence. 

World class academic programs in Math, Science, English, 
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BANGKOK—A CAMPAIGN TO UNSEAT THAI 
‘Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra is gather- 
ing momentum as more protest groups jump 
on board, analysts said Sunday after thou- 
sands rallied for the second straight week. 

Thaksin, who has been shaken by the 
demonstrations and the departure of two 
Cabinet ministers, has responded to his critics 
by saying he is willing to hold a constitutional 
referendum in April. 

But the premier, who marked five years in 
power last week, has repeatedly refused to 
quit despite a furor over his family's $1.9-bil- 
lion tax-free sale of the telecoms conglomer- 
ate that he founded before entering politics. 

Some 20,000 protesters massed in a royal 
square on Saturday for a peaceful eight-hour, 
protest, but the turnout was well down from 
the 50,000 who gathered there last week 

However, organizers said it was an impres- 
sive crowd considering police had threatened 
to arrest those who defied a ban on rallying at 
the plaza, and political observers said it was 
no sign that the movement had lost steam. 

The campaign was kicked off last year by 
Sondhi Limthongkul, a media mogul and for- 
mer staunch Thaksin supporter who was ad- 
mired for daring to take on the powerful pre- 
mier, but dogged by charges he was mounting 
a personal vendetta. 

On the weekend he handed over the baton 
to an alliance of dozens of civil society groups 
including privatization opponents, trade 
campaigners, and human rights and media 
freedom activists. 

"predict thatthe protest movement will be 
prolonged as it has expanded to include stu- 
dents and nongovernmental organizations,” 
said Sukhum Chaleysap, a pollster and aca- 
demic. 

“Therefore this February and March, the 
period before elections for the (upper house) 
Senate, represent a very real threat to the 
governments stability,” he said. 

The campaign went into a higher gear after 
last month's sale of telecoms giant Shin Corp 
to Singapore's state-linked investment arm 
Temasek, which drew criticism that strategic 
‘Thai assets were being put in foreign hands. 

‘The campaign has until now been dominat- 
ed by middle-class urban Thais, but the new - заза TAD cp So Penting Resta) - SPD x пааранан Mesto) SHED x тиши. ug Pring Renter) 
protest alliance is trying to garner nationwide |  `- manage mk Санаде with Rack nk Save Mace 1 пая DURE tita s Ta mondona DURER ra hs 
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the scene of a two-year insurgency that has T Ай ев Ente" poring T Аа sem Bere pti 
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e rallies will culminate in another mass p 
protest in the capital on Feb. 26. ee хене 

“This is the first time in Thailand that many 
groups in civil society are getting together 
and focusing on key issues such as problems 
of corruption and political reform," said polit- 
ical analyst Panitan Wattanayakorn. 

He said that now the movement had shak- 
еп Thais out of their political lethargy, it need- 
ed to bue а leader who can successfully €» 
manage the diverse alliance which is united : 
only by a shared frustration with Thaksin, ersowsnuns-PHOTO 8230 ——M през ORO ED 

“If we have a unified leader, it could pose a E запре паара. 2 shonin etr] ыы 
serious threat to the government," he said. n ena ana Una" ph 
"They have just got started. This is only the а. иль 
beginning. | авот а stu per aset 8) отат Sam prn 

"Four years ago, the prime minister was un- Ea CODID Pent -Bulboncanistss (Eg 
challenged. But not any more. People realize pure 
we can challenge the prime minister and we Er Háá—Yü 
can press him. Climat Prats Drs. trato Noes 

Academics and activists have dismissed the URB Отип Bae) 
referendum offer s hollow saying the consti- 
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that would ensure its failure. Е 

"The final answer from Thaksin must be hi me тлее sanota 


resignation as he clearly lacks moral authori- mee ete puc acp = 

ту, It is too late for him to do something else 

ike revise the constitution,” said Suriyasal с USE ONLY EPSON GENUINE CONSUMABLES ела 
Katasila from Campaign for Popular Democ- * 


racy ERO Best for your prints, БУ С [шшш К 


University students are gathering the ў Жа 
y g , — 


50,000 ripiatires nesded to шк an ine Best for your printers... Ж | 


peachment debate against the premier, but 
despite the furore he remains in an extremely 


strong position after a thumping election vic- www. epson.com pi 


tory last year. AFP 


Sinplg the Seat 


NEW ZEALAND 


With Glacier Country ! 
Aockiond  Rotorua e Christchurch Queenstown 


EUROPE 


ungary & Russia 1 
ando ech RepubliceAustria 


Travel Bounty Inc, _ 
ме HL D apd Pc ПВ oi Rate, 
ae 


yong, Tos Aw 
и Eak 


БОЗ с ресіа Promo Package 


SINGAPORE 


«БҮР 


$109 $295 | 
SER] 
jo Eutr 


отбит wanes. EE 
ке a ass "$298 


OTHER INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC 
TICKETS/PACKAGES ARE AVAILABLE 
WE ALSO OFFER PASSPORTING 
VISA ASSISTANCE & NSO. 
n ANS TRAVEL GA TOURS q 


"SIPACKAGE| 


HASH 
| HONGKONGIDISNEY PACKAGE GES 
[BANGKOK $246 [RED COY 
$290] 


COCO BEACH PUERTO GALERA)| 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


$ 
$25 

E 

$ опа морон: KUAALUNPUR. $ 404 

$398 иконе + ТОО § 305 

$ Ste [snaom snare ioe 512 
iTiaoemocuuues $413 

13 ппвзконненвру $26 

ТҮ SL "ои 

Я HONGKONG PACKAGE $ 09/8 119, 
percer НЧ 

д IS SHAMIKG Dien! $468 
eae EUROPE БАН TOUR $1700 
MBO TOURS AND TRAVEL SERVICES 
AE qus 1035 song cme Co Se На Nos 
Mt ess tr SO S oe d n авз 
ORIS] IUSSI nn озона атоо 


Vals 
$291 


MACAU ЕЕ [жй BANGKOK] хонох 


RIG Canon Olivetti « Savin 
‘Also Available : LIQUID COPIERS 


(8871089059053. ry PUL VO COED i 
RNGINOERSLAMIATORS 

 GITIERMBLUPRMTRIO. 

FAX MACHINES тс 

ACCEPT COPA RENTAL 

TOR HORT Cim. 

f ruven oo cores 


stus Beside hat Un 


ШЕ ШШ 


Study at, 


VERNON TAPALLA' 


COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS 
and THE WRITING INSTITUTE 
THO DISCS PIAS 
EESTI The Success & Conidenca Buking Program 
ДГА On Speech improvement, Посе 
Забавное & Роу Development 
ЗЕЕ On Grammar & Convesabona Engin 
ТАЖ] On Pubie Spesing & Loadesip Training 
SATEN On Bustoss & Techical Wing 
SEIZE On Feste А Стоне Wil 
ЭШТА. On Speech Grammar, Pubie Speaking, 
Conídenca Bog. Personally Dev 
+ Readng and Cospranencon for kids 


TETUTORNG & CORPORATE TRANG ARE AVAILABLE: 
MAKATI - 92-9502 / 892.9503 ALABANG - 845-0886 


IGUN REACH CLUB (C. DE CRO 
1406Ж) 


HAA eS [ШЖ 
— 16 NEGROS NAVIGATION TAT | 


ANDO — От 
GHAI — $380] 


PASSPORT PROCESSING 


2 ORIOL Tours & Travel Agenc; 


KETSA 


У 


бить dime 102) 325.0000 52504039 
Jenie u К 


СӨӨК 
ОН - S499 VANCOUVER. 


Sr) 
[3] 


|BKKHONGKONG Ер 


HONGKONG 
HKG WIDISNEYLAND DAY TOUR 
KOTA KINABALU 
kuara LUMPUR 
KLUMPUR+GENTING HLANDS 
SINGAPORE 
SINGAPORE*MALAYSIA+INDO 
SINGAPORE*KUALA LUMPUR 
WEST COAST (Lond Arrangement Only) Ss 
EUROPEAN ENCOUNTER S1888 
AFFORDABLE EUROPE 51988 
SCANDINAVIA WIRUSSIA s2528 

ИГ шшш юш 

$225 $515 

меои таза LOCAL CGE AE ALSO AME 


Disneyland Day Tor 
Toniy Package (30) 


TORT SIX w 
ereyan Doy Tur 


V. ЖОП ҮА 


spite 


TRAVEL PLAZA INcoRroRATED 
ea DRE 


MACAU Proce 
ETT 
ам HONGKONG, 
[DSHEYLANODGeSIN. 
BANGKOK Pre 
SINGAPORE Pr 
Kuata Line Pro 
SINRULINOGNESTA 
UMEN Pica 
SAIGON Plcuct. 
ан мош 
ROLLAND Рис 


24-1405 / 524-0987 / 824-1477 
103641 / 0919-5321555 JO/PAUL. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, ж 


Sharon recovery ‘dims 


JERUSALEM—ALREADY — SUM 
chances for comatose Ariel 
Sharon's recovery from a massive 
stroke dimmed further, doctors 
said, after he needed emergency 
surgery to removed a decayed part 
of his large intestine. The hospital 
where he is being treated said Sun- 
day he stabilized after the opera- 
tion butis in critical condition. 
The four-hour operation on 
Saturday was successful, doctors 
said, but Sharon has yet to awak- 
en since his stroke on Jan. 4. 
Israelis closely followed their 
77-year-old leader's latest ordeal, 
with TV stations repeatedly 
breaking into regular program- 
ming for updates, but the country 
already has come to terms with 


his departure from politics. 
Sharon's political heir, Ehud 
Olmert, quickly took the reins as 
acting prime minister after Sharon's 
Jan. 4 stroke, and appears poised to 
lead Sharon's centrist Kadima Party 
to victory in March 28 elections, 
Sharon was rushed to surgery 
Saturday moming after doctors, 
who had noticed abdominal 
swelling, conducted a CT scan and a 
laparoscopy, or insertion of a small 
camera through the abdominal wall. 
Surgeons detected necrotic —or 
dead—tissue in the bowels and re- 
moved 50 cm, or one-third, of the 
large intestine, said Hadassah 
Hospital director Dr. Shlomo Mor- 
‘Yosef. It was his seventh operation 
since suffering thestroke. АР 
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Pope blesses | 
ill Catholics 


VATICAN CITY—POPE BENEDICT XVI 
blessed ailing faithful on Saturday, and 
prayed that no one be left alone at a time of 
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need so that the sick 
can maintain their 
“human dignity" 

The Pontiff made 
the remarks during a 
Mass at St. Peters 
Basilica for the World 
Dayof the Sick, where. 
patients, their nurses 
amd caregivers gath- 
ered to pray. 

“May the Lord 
make sure по one is 
alone and aban- 
doned in a time of 
need, but on the con- 
trary, may live even 
their illness accord- 
ing to human digni- 
ту Benedict said. 

Speaking of the 
role of doctors, nurses 
and volunteers, the 
Pope said he hoped 
“the love of God 
(would) be always 
alive in their hearts, 50 
as to enliven their dai- 
ly work, projects, ini- 
tiatives, and especially 
their interaction with 
the sick.” 

Benedict аво 
made a special men- 
tion of the mentally 
il saying е 
Catholic church was 
close to them. 

He praised the ec- 
clesiastical commu- 
nity for its initiatives 
helping the sick 
worldwide. AP 
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Iran blames Israel for cartoons, warns U 


RAN—IRAN'S HARD- they should pay a heavy price for 
nt accused the United 

and Europe of being 
“hostages of Zionism” and said 


the publication of caricatures of anniversary of the Islamic Revo- 
the Prophet Muhammad thathave lution Saturday, Iranian Presi- 


lam's most revered figure. 
triggered worldwide protests. dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 


Ahmadinejad, who is at odds anti-Israeli campaign last fall 


та a speech marking the 27th linked his public rage with Israel with much of the international of numerous political and reli- 
and the cartoons satirizing Is- community over Iran's disputed gious leaders who after the 


nuclear program, launched ап events of the past few days are 
campaigning for a dialogue be- 


when hesaid the Holocaustwasa tween cultures that is marked by 


IRE 2 | “Now in the West insulting the 
AB BI а | prophet is allowed, but question- 


"myth" and that Israel should be mutual respect,” Plassnik said. 

“wiped off the map." Plassnik was referring to ap- 
peals for calm made in recent 
days by Arab governments, Mus- 


ing the Holocaust is considered a — lim clerics and newspaper colum- 


ighti ;" he said. "We ask, i 
Delighting You Always | crime,” he said. “We ask, why do nists who fear the sometimes 
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you insult the prophet? The re- deadly violence has only in- 
sponse is that it is a matter of creased anti-Islamic sentiment in 
freedom, while in fact they (who the West. 
insult the founder of Islam) ате The drawings—including one 
hostages of the Zionists. And the that depicts the prophet with a 
people of the US and Europe turban shaped like a bomb with a 
should pay а heavy price for be- burning fuse—were first pub- 
coming hostages to Zionists.” lished in September and recently 
Austrian Foreign Minister Ur- reprinted in other European pub- 
sula Plassnik said on behalf of the lications that said it was an issue 
European Union that Ahmadine- of freedom of speech. 
jad’s remarks should not be Islam widely holds that repre- 
silently accepted. sentations of the prophet are 
“These remarks stand in com- banned for fear they could lead to 
plete contradiction to the efforts idolatry. AP 


3 Yemen editors face trial 
Jor reprinting cartoons 


SANA, YEMEN—THREE CHIEF айп the editors of the Observer 
editors of Yemeni papers will stand and al-Huriya on Saturday about 
trial on charges of offending Islam their reasons for publishing the 
for publishing the Danish cartoons cartoons. 
of Islam's prophet, information The three newspapers con- 
ministry officials said Saturday. demned the government action in 
‘The Yemen Observer, al-Ra'iel- statements issued Saturday, char- 
Am and al-Huriya will also have  acterizing the step as an “illegal 
their licenses suspended, the offi- instrument that targets the news- 
cials said. The three privately papers.” 
owned weekly newspapers print- Каша! al-Alfi, al-Raii el-Am's 
ed the drawings last week, amid chief editor, called the prosecu- 
Muslim outrage thatled toattacks tion political, pointing out that his 
оп European embassies and an- paper previously published evi- 
gry demonstrations around the dence of some government offi- 
world. cials’ involvement in corruption 
Information ministry officials cases. 
said the three editors are charged “This is unacceptable," he said. 
‘with offending the prophet of Is- "They are using this as a pretext 
lam and violating religions. to close the newspapen” He said 
Bin Sahel, the deputy prosecu- his paper had been ordered 
tor, said that he started interro- closed once before. 


MEMBERS of the the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club hold a. 
traditional Jazz Funeral to remember thoss who perished in Hurricane 
Katrina and aftermath Feb. 11 on Jackson Avenue inNew Orleans. ar 


Mardi Gras throws barbs 
at Katrina, US politicians 
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= fl NEW ORLEANS—MARDI GRAS HAS LONG 
been an occasion for the city to laugh at 
tragedy and aim barbs at authorities, and giv- 
en all the pain New Orleans has suffered in 
the past year the irreverence should reach 
new heights this season. 

‘Armed with sharp tongues and images such 
as the blue tarpaulins that still protect broken 
roofs across the city, the clubs that stage Mar- 
di Gras parades are targeting Hurricane Katri- 
па and the politicians they blame for the 
chaotic response to the catastrophe. 

“It is hard living here now. We need to have 
our opportunity to release," said Keith 
‘Twitchell, one of che organizers of Saturday's 
Krewe du Vieux parade. “If you don't laugh, 
you're dead. There'sa lot to cry about here.” 

Krewe du Vieux has used its parade to 
mock corporations and politicians every year 
for the last two decades. 

“Ies just we have more material this year,” 
Twitchell said before the parade, themed 
“C'est Levee,” a pun on the French phrase 
“C'est la vie," meaning "thats life.” 

Floats and props built for the Saturday 
evening parade in the French Quarter includ- 
ей hand-pulled carts elaborately decorated 
with blue tarps, fake broken levees, card- 
board travel trailers and effigies of Mayor Ray 
Nagin and Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Blanco, 

One display asked France to buy Louisiana 
back, suggesting the state might get better 
treatment than it has from the American gov- 
егте. And in place of a parade map, the 
Krewe du Vieux had a “projected path" 
adorned with a swirly hurricane symbol. 

Still, in the midst of revelry and satire, even 
the city known as the Big Easy has a serious side, 

The Zulu Social Aid & Pleasure Club, a 90- 
year-old historically black group that holds one 
of the citys most beloved Mardi Gras parades, 
held a service and lit 10 candles in honor of club. 
members who have died since the storm, 

They also lit an eleventh eandle to honor 
the hundreds of people killed by Katrina, AP 
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Silent stampede 


T= NEWS OUT OF PASIG CITY LAST FRIDAY, A 


mere week after the Ultra stampede, was equally 
hard to believe. A veritable arcade of “shabu” 
restaurants, which could accommodate hundreds of cus- 
tomers at any given time, was discovered thriving in the 
heart of the city—a mere half-kilometer away from the 
district police headquarters and city 

EDITORIALS hall. 

Entrance to the “arcade” was for a 
fee; like some other commercial establishments, it even 
offered a discount on group rates. Inside the 600-square- 
meter compound, customers could choose from a menu 
of shabu-related services, from buying the drug per gram, 
to renting drug paraphernalia, to hiring the use of DVD 
players (or perhaps even prostitutes, a police officer said) 
in order to while away the time. All told, some 40 
shanties served as shabu “restaurants,” the stalls rented 
out for short-term drug sessions. 

After the massive police raid on Friday, the country's 
top cop visited the site, and then described himself in а 
state of utter disbelief. It was “incomprehensible,” PNP 
Chief Director General Arturo Lomibao said. The raid led 
tothe arrest of over 300 people caught inside the com- 
pound, including 59 minors—and to the sacking of every 
policeman in the nearest precinct. 

Lomibao is right; the shabu arcade in what nearby resi- 
dents called Sitio Mapayapa is truly incomprehensible. 
The concept itself, of a “one-stop shop” (as another police 
officer phrased it) for shabu, of a flea market for the coun- 
try's most widely used illegal drug, boggles the mind; but 
the fact that such a large operation had thrived for about 
a year, right under the noses of the local government and 
the Eastern Police District, beggars the imagination. 

‘The impact of such a “community” cannot be overstat- 
ed. A leader of the raiding team spoke about the two 
pregnant teenagers who were caught in the bust. “They 
were not customers. The children were being used as run- 
ners for the different stalls, They were exposed to the 
buying and selling of shabu. What happens when they 
grow up?” 

But if their future was bleak, their present is not exactly 
bright either. Already, they are like victims of a silent, 
slow-motion stampede: pulled inexorably by the tide of 
events, unable to cry for help or perhaps are simply un- 
heard. 

It is incumbent on the many stakeholders in Pasig soci- 
ety—not only the PNP and the national and local govern- 
ments, but also civic clubs, church groups and business 
chambers—to rush in and fill the vacuum. The local po- 
lice must be held to account, as must those in local posi- 
tions of power who have had a hand in the emergence of 
the arcade. But the government's social welfare agencies 
are overworked and underfunded; they need help in as- 
sisting the minors caught in the arcade’s web (there must 
be more of them, than the 59 in government custody). 
That's where NGOs can come in. The arcade itself must 
not reopen for business. That is the only way meaning can 
emerge out of incomprehensibility. 


Virtual insult 


S PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO AFRAID OF 
Edsa I? Going by her official schedule, it seems she is 
intent on avoiding the 20th anniversary of the first, 

glorious flourish of People Power. To be sure, she will а 

tend an early moring rite on Feb. 25, where she will 

meet former president and current gadfly Fidel Ramos, 
but after that she is scheduled to travel to other parts of 
the country. 

The rationale, as the Palace explains it, sounds solid 
enough; Edsa I was a nationwide phenomenon, and the 
President's schedule merely reflects that under-recog- 
nized fact. But on second hearing, the President's excuse 
actually sounds hollow. Surely she can spend even a few 
minutes on Edsa itself, on the day we celebrate the mira- 
cle of People Power. 

But that would mean sharing the stage with ex-Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino, who has repeatedly called on her 
to resign. It would also mean facing a crowd she cannot 
control. At best, it will be an impassive mass; at worst, she 
will face a hooting crowd, who will accuse her of betray- 
ing the deepest ideals of the Edsa Revolution. 
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Pasig drug market flourishing for 3 years now 


THE POLICE GUESSED WRONG WHEN THEY 
said that the drug dens in Pasig that they raid- 
ed the other day have been there for "less than 
a year." According to sources, the drug market 
їп the area has been there for more than two 
years, possibly even three years. 

‘The shabu "restaurants" started more than a 
year ago, after a fire razed the squatter 
‘shanties there; but the selling and use of drugs 
їп the area had been flourishing much earlier. 
‘The sources said squatters were allowed to 
erect shanties inside that 1,000-square-meter 
lot (not 600 sq m as earlier reported) "provid- 
ed they sold shabu.” (The lot is fenced partly 
with a wall of hollow blocks and partly with 
galvanized iron sheets.) This shabu market 
was pretty well known to residents in the area. 
So it was impossible that the police and Pasig 
City officials did not know the drug dens there. 
In fact, the Eastern Police District headquar- 
ters, city hall and police community precinct 
are a spitting distance from the market site. 
‘There is even a police outpost at the entrance 
tothe street going to the drug dens. 

“incomprehensible,” РМР Chief Алшо 
Lomibao said after seeing the 40 or so drug dens 
inside the compound. "I can’t believe this.” 

Well, he better believe it. And merely reas- 
signing and retraining the Pasig narcotics team 
and the seven-man contingent of the police 
community precinct will not be enough sanc 
tion. They deserve a harsher punishment. The 
operators of the drug dens would not have 
been so bold if they were not enjoying protec- 
tion or had not established a modus vivendi 
with the police. The dens were operating open- 
ly; tricycle drivers routinely took passengers to 
ог patronize the dens themselves. 

‘The operators were so confident they had a 
price list of the drugs sold openly displayed. At 
night, they had agents with flashlights signal- 
ing potential customers arriving in cars—proof 
that the dens were patronized by well-to-do 
addicts from other places. My sources said 
some residents had hinted to the police a long 
time ago (very discreetly, for obvious reasons) 


‘THE ALLIANCE OF CONCERNED TEACHERS 
has a problem with Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
teaching public elementary school kids, or 
making a show oft. Late last week, the current 
‘occupant of Malacafiang descended on a pub- 
lic school in Mandaluyong and played teacher 
to a Grade 1 class for 40 minutes. She encour- 
aged the kids to read more books and speak 
English better. She gave out lessons in geogra- 
phy aswell. 

ACT is unimpressed, however. It demands to 
know: "What values will our schoolchildren 
leam from a President who faces serious 
charges of electoral fraud, betrayal of public 
trust, corruption, and gross human rights viola- 
tions, and who has used every means, both fair 
and foul, to thwart efforts to hold her account- 
able? That it’s allright to lie, cheat and steal?" 

1 myself found it not a little ironic that the 
current occupant of Malacafiang should be giv- 
ing lessons in reading, language and geogra- 
phy The first thing one ought to be able to read 
is the writing on the wall, and that is certainly 
a lesson GMA cannot give. Not by example. As 
to language, 1 will not go into the debate on 
whether Filipino or English is the better lan- 
guage for national development. 1 need only 
say that lying, cheating and stealing do not 
sound better in English than in Filipino, and 
vice versa, And as to geography, wel, it can't 
help that the current occupant of Malacafiang 
is a little confused about where she should be 
geographically. That should not be in Mala- 
cofiang, that should be in Muntinlupa. 

You want to teach, teach by example. That is 
the most powerful pedagogy or lesson plan 
there is. That ad which shows parents doing 
the wrong things—beating a red light, throw- 
ing liter around, etc.—and which says, “Sa 
mata ng bata, ang mali ay nagiging tama (in 
the eyes of kids, the wrong things shown by 
their parents become right),” has a point, All 
your exhortations or sermons will mean noth- 
ing if you subvert them with your acts. You 
may not instill discipline in your kid however 
you press your lessons with belt marks on his 
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the existence of the drug dens, but nothing 
happened—until the other day. 

It is hard to believe that the police were 
merely caught flatfooted. They could not have 
been blissfully unaware of the existence of the 
drug dens that were only a stone's throw away 
from their precinct. They must have been in 
the act much deeper. 
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Police community precincts are police de- 
tachments assigned to communities, com- 
plete with offices, a small jail and a contin- 
gent of policemen. They are supposed to 
show the face of the law in the “lucky” com- 
munities and eradicate lawlessness in these 
areas. Alas, it rarely happens that way. Iron- 
ically, the presence of the police precinct 
sometimes promotes lawlessness. 

The police community precinct near the 
drug dens in Pasig is a good example. I re- 
member the police precinct in Balintawak 
that Chair Bayani Fernando of the Metro 
Manila Development Authority dismantled 
because it had become a disgrace. 

Then there is the police precinct at the. 
corner of Commonwealth Avenue and Tan- 
dang Sora (under the flyover) in Quezon 
City. This corner should be a showcase of 
law and order because of the presence of 
this police precinct. But itis not. 

‘Traffic here is terrible. Sidewalk vendors 
spill into the street. Cell phones are taken 
from owners right at the street corner 
(Once a student was stabbed dead nearby.) 
And all these can be seen from the door and 
windows of the police community precinct. 
‘There are chairs outside where policemen 
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ass if he sees you coming home drunk and 
brawling with the neighbors. You can't teach 
honesty to your kid however you bawl at him 
for cheating in exams if he sees you bribing a 
cop for a traffic violation. 

How you act and not how you say is how you 
teach. What you are and not what you say is 
what you teach. That is backed up by studies 
by the way. Jean Piaget did say once that a par- 
ent that keeps telling his kid, "No, no, no," to 
make him behave, will not make him behave. 
He will only make him rebellious by branding 
in his brain the word "No." 

You want moral or ethical pupils, you need 
moral and ethical teachers. You want a moral 
or ethical people, you need a moral and ethical 
leader. By moral or ethical, I do not mean pri- 
vare virtues, or the ones that have to do with 
abstemiousness, saintliness or puritanical con- 
duct. I mean public virtues, the ones that have 
to do with integrity, fairness, a sense of right 
and wrong. I do not particularly mind that а 
leader is a lecher, a drunk and а glutton. 1 do 
mind that he (or she) is a crook, a cheat and a 
tyrant. Quite unlike Jaime Cardinal Sin, | did 
пог mind that Erap had many mistresses who 
added to his comforts. Quite like most Fil- 
ipinos, 1 did mind that he had many cronies 
who subtracted from our coffers. I do not par- 
ticularly mind If Pidal has one Toh many part- 
ners in love, 1 do mind that he has опе too 
many partners in crime. 

That is the reason I cannot abide the current 
situation where we have a current occupant of 
Malacafiang who is terribly confused about her 
geography. That is a horrendous lesson that is 
being imparted not Just inside the classroom 


can often be seen chatting. Often there are 
police cars and motorcycles parked under 
the flyover. At certain hours, there are two 
groups of traffic enforcers here—one from 
the MMDA (those in blue uniforms), and the 
other from the city hall (those in yellow 
shirts). Sometimes, there is a big group of 
motorcycle cops gathered under the flyover. 

‘There is a steel barricade along Common- 
wealth to prevent jeepneys from loading 
and unloading passengers at the street cor- 
ners. And there are two waiting sheds—one 
оп each side of Commonwealth—for com- 
muters. But traffic is still terrible. Why? 

Because nobody pays attention to the 
traffic signs, to the yellow boxes and pedes- 
trian stripes on the pavement. Nobody pays 
attention to the traffic enforcers; the en- 
forcers are not interested in orderly traffic 
anyway. And nobody uses the waiting sheds. 
Commuters wait for rides in the middle of 
the street, so jeepneys and buses stop in the 
middle of the street to pick them up. Even 
when there are traffic enforcers around, 
they don’t direct the commuters to the wait- 
ing sheds. No, they stand in the middle of 
the street with the commuters and wave at 
the jeepney drivers. 

Near the street comers, beside the pedes- 
trian lane, there are big signs: “Strictly No 
Loading/Unloading. SB" The "SB" stands for 
Quezon City Mayor Sonny Belmonte. But the 
mayor is made a laughingstock because jeep- 
neys stop to load and unload passengers right 
beside the sign, in the middle of the pedestri- 
an lane, and "barkers" call for passengers 
right there. Even the mayor's “Yellow Shirts,” 
when they are there, don't do anything to 
shoo away the barkers or the jeepneys. 

Grossing Commonwealth Avenue here is 
dangerous. Drivers pay no regard to the 
pedestrian lane or to the pedestrians. Even 
ifthere are enforcers there, they do not stop 
the vehicles to allow passengers to cross. 
‘The latter have to run for their lives. 

(To be continued) 


but outside of it—or in the bigger classroom 
thatis the nation. It is a miserable lesson that is 
being sown not just in the minds of students 
but in the minds of all the citizens of the coun- 
try That is the one lesson that is spawning oth- 
er lessons in cynicism and distrust. That is the 
one deadweight that is dragging the country 
down the path of ruin. 

Tve always thought that the most powerful 
part of Susan Roces’ speech at Club Filipino 
last year was not when she said she looked into 
GMAS eyes when СМА said sorry to the people 
and found no contrition there. It was not when 
she said in a thunderous voice, "Arogante Kal" 
It was when she said that she looked at the 
eyes of her grandchildren and was driven to 
overcome her natural disinclination to engage 
їп polities and damn the iniquity that was 
wrought upon her husband. Because if she did 
not, she said, what kind of lessons will we be- 
queath to our children? Because if she did not, 
she said, what kind of world will we bequeath 
to our children? 

That is the real question to ask today. Partic- 
ularly for those who insist on forgiving and for- 
getting and blithely moving on. What kind of 
World are we leaving the children? What kind 
of values and artitudes, beliefs and convic- 
tions, are we imparting to them? That it's all 
right to ignore injustice and oppression, that 
we can somehow attain progress even while 
they riot? That it's all right to live a lie, it can 
still be а foundation for peace and progress 
however tenuous? Well, we can sing the "Pam- 
bansang Awit” to our hearts’ content—at least 
those who know it; I doubt most members of 
Congress do—and be particularly ardent when 
we come to the part about "Sa manlulupig, di 
ka pasisiil (To the oppressor you will not bow 
down)," but I don't see how the kids can take 
any cue from us, The oppressor is not always а 
foreign invader against whom we are willing 
to defend lupang hinirang to the death, it can 
always be a local invader whom we are willing 
to tolerate to death. 

As you do, so you tench, 
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1AM GLAD THAT FORMER JUSTICE ISAGANI 
Cruz, a respected constitutionalist, is contribut- 
ing to the effort to shed light on the ambiguities 
of the constitutional provision on Charter 
change. The main question raised by the constitu- 
tional text is whether the two houses of Congress 
should vote jointly or separately. 

‘The text is silent about that, It simply says: 
“Апу amendment or revision of this Constitution 
may be proposed by the Congress, upon a vote of 
three-fourths of all its members. 

Indeed, there are provisions specific as to when 
the two houses shall vote separately: when break- 
ing a tie between two presidential candidates (УП, 
4), when confirming the president's nomination of 
а vice president to fill a vacancy (ҮП, 9), when 
declaring a president incapacitated (VII, 10), and 
‘when Congress declares the existence ofa state of 
war (VI, 23). From these it might be concluded, as 
Justice Cruz suggests, that when the Constitution 
requires the two chambers to vote separately it so 
states unequivocally 

There is, however, also а provision which re- 
quires Congress to vote jointly—that is, when 
Congress wants to revoke à declaration of martial 
law or a suspension of the privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus (VII, 18). From this, it may, with 
equal logic, be also concluded that when the Consti- 
tution allows the two chambers to vote jointly it so 
indicates unequivocally. One might also add that 
voting jointly is so unique for a bicameral body that 
itis allowed only in one specific instance. 

My take on these two separate and opposite 
conclusions is that the solution to the textual am- 
biguity cannot be found in any of the separate 
provisions of the Constitution. The provisions do 
not illumine but only heighten the ambiguity. 
‘Thus, we are forced to look for clarification and 
help elsewhere. : 

Are there other aids to constitutional construc- 
tion when faced with textual ambiguity? There 
are. suggest that we explore these aids. We have. 
to approach this problem the way we approach. 
some of the key provisions of the Constitution, 


CERES DOYO SAID IT IN THIS SPACE, AND TM 
glad she did, for I will say it again. The problem 
‘with the Ultra stampede was not poor crowd con- 
trol, police supervision, or contingency plans. I 
am afraid the investigating authorities are miss- 
ing the forest for the trees. 

But so too does ABS-CBN. When the disaster 
struck, the television network was submissive to 
any investigation. But they have switched to the 
defensive mode since then. It would not be surpris- 
ing if ABS-CBN turns recalcitrant in the next few 
days. Whether the network management and 
“Wowowee” organizers like it or not, the invitation 
that brought 30,000 people to jampack Ultra came 
from no one else but the television network. Let 
me say that again for it is a singularly important 
point: there was an invitation from ABS-CBN. 

Let us cut the hogwash about “giving hope to 
the poor" as Willy Revillame, like a broken 
record, repeats and repeats. "Wowowee" is about 
the “war of the networks.” Wasn't it trailing in the 
ratings behind its rival noontime show, “Eat Bula- 
ga"? Didn't it entice 30,000 people to attend an 
anniversary show just to give itself a semblance of 
being more popular than its competition? Above. 
all, wasn't it foolhardy for “Wowowee” and ABS- 
CBN to do that when it knew all along that their 
chosen venue was capable of accommodating on- 
ly 18,000 people? 

Willie's so-called “hope” should never be taken 
for real. “Wowowee” was never about hope. It 
was all about illusion. When you capitalize on the 
people's poverty and you lure the poor with the 
dream of winning prizes that you know, pretty 
well, not all in the crowd of 30,000 can win, that 
is, plain and simple, creating illusions. 

Шизіопз do not provide the poor with dignity. 
Rather, illusions exploit them. To begin with, the 
show was never for them. In that show, they were 
simply used as props to jack up ratings in a war of 
profit, meant to fill only the сойетз of television 
networks. As Doyo put it, “Wowowee” Pied Piper- 
ed its fans into the disaster hat it turned out to be. 


YESTERDAYS HEADLINES SAID THE PALACE 
blinked. How so? Supposedly because Senior 
Deputy Executive Secretary Joaquin Lagonera 
verbally assured Sen. Richard Gordon that come 
Monday (today), officials from the executive de- 
partment will go back to testifying in the budget. 
hearings of the Senate. 

In reality, however, the Palace did not blink; it 
won a point. And it emphasized —not just main- 
tained and reasserted—its position on Executive 
Order No. 464, which requires any and all offi- 
cials within the ambit of the executive depart- 
‘ment to secure permission from the President be- 
fore appearing before Congress. In other words, 
the officials appearing before the Senate do so on. 
the sufferance of the President, and certainly not 
because of a Senate's summons issued pursuant 
to its right to hear testimony from them. 

Partisans, not only of the President but also of 
what can only be called “parliamentarism with 
Lakas-CMD characteristics’—that is, a one-party 
dictatorship disguised as Charter change—por- 
tray the senators as interested only in keeping 
their jobs, while studiously ignoring the principle 
of checks and balances that is the cornerstone of a 
genuine republican government. These partisans, 
engaged in an insurgency whose aim is to elimi 
nate the Senate, go as far as to heap contempt on 
the Senate, painting it as an office composed of 
individuals with meaningless mandates. Having 
been elected at large—that is, by a national elec- 
torate—the senators, these partisans say, are in 
reality answerable to no one, especially so since 
their constituencies are so vast. But then, based 
on the same logic, the same can be said of the 
President of the Philippines: she is answerable to 
по опе, This is an inconvenient point to raise, be- 
cause it is precisely what is taking place right 
now—though the lingering doubts about her Je- 
gitimacy actually indicate a worse state of affairs: 
not having been elected by everyone, she insists 
оп being accountable to no one, neither to the 
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which are couched in grand ambiguities. Often 
there is no single interpretation. For this reason, 
there is necessarily a certain fluidity in the ap- 
proaches to a constitutional problem. And the fi- 
nal conclusion may depend on the modality of in- 
terpretation that is chosen. Briefly, what are the 
possible approaches? 

One approach used in dealing with an unclear 
text is historical. It involves an analysis of the in- 
tention of the framers of the Constitution and the 
circumstances of its ratification. 

‘Another person might follow a structural ap- 
proach. This involves drawing inferences from 
the architecture of the power relationships in the 
constitutional arrangement. Structure is what the 
text shows but does not say. An easy example is 
“separation of powers.” The text does not say it, 
but the actual distribution of powers to three de- 
partments shows it. 

‘And, of course, there is the doctrinal approach 
which ‘simply follows earlier judicial decisions 
This is the doctrine of stare decisis. 

Still another is the ethical approach, which 
seeks to interpret the Filipino "ideals and aspira- 
tions” that are embedded in the constitutional 
document. 

Finally, one might use the prudential ap- 
proach by weighing and comparing the costs and 
benefits that might be found in conflicting rules. 

1 suggest that a combination of the historical 
and structural approaches will be helpful. 

Historically, the current provision on amend- 
ments and revision was approved on July 7 and 8, 
1986. The prevailing mood then among the mem- 
bers of the Constitutional Commission looked like. 
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‘The language of illusion is something that is all 
too familiar to us. For that is how government 
treats the poor. In this country, government has 
‘come up with no real solutions to liberate the poor 
from their poverty. Whenever it goes beyond lip 
service, all it does is to sandpaper the face of 
poverty without going into the heart of the prob- 
Jem. What government does, ratings-hungry tele- 
vision networks are also doing. The government 
feeds the poor with illusions to win “pogi points”, 
the networks mesmerize the poor with illusions of 
winning in the ratings war. Both are actually play- 
ing the same game. Like government, networks 
are never the wellspring of good social values. 

Dodging the mendicancy issue, Tina Monzon- 
Palma was quick to defend her network (but of 
course). "Wowowee’ also gives to NGOs.” Yes, ex- 
actly the same way government does. What is des- 
lating is the misuse of TV's potential to instruct 
and educate. The effects of media on the social 
world—anthropologists and sociologists call it 
"mediatization"—cannot be underestimated 

T would like to believe, for instance, that most 
students’ inability to speak fluent English—a 
‘common complaint of educators—is the result of 
*Manila-centric" media's silly use of Taglish. Tele- 
vision media in this country has never been multi- 
cultural in the first place. To this day, TV shows 
poke fun at the color of Whitney Tyson's skin, ог 
the supposedly unattractive facial features of 
Diego. On the other hand, talk show hosts chatter 
as though their personal views are morally infalli 
ble. That is aside from the fact that for many of 
them, their English would probably be a source of 
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public nor to her party. 

‘Therefore, even if one buys the seductive but 
silly reasoning of the enemies of the Senate, the 
fight between the President and the Senate Бойз 
down to this: a President with a doubtful man- 
date versus a Senate whose members have the 
same constituency (the national electorate) as 
she does, but with a more iron-clad mandate than 
she possesses. Furthermore, senators belong to 
am institution designed precisely to temper the 
bootlicking tendencies of the House of Represen- 
tatives, and the desire of weak presidents to dom- 
inate institutions that get in their way. 1 say weak 
presidents because strong presidents know how 
to get the cooperation of Congress without at- 
tempting to institutionalize a dictatorship. 

Itis in the nature of chief executives to try to 
corral all power and authority for themselves, just 
as itis in the nature of legislators to reduce every- 
thing to haggling over the terms of surrender. 
‘That is why it is exceedingly dangerous and un- 
healthy to put together both the executive and 
legislative functions in the hands of a single per- 
son or entity. And while those with a fetish for ef- 
ficiency would prefer a totalitarian government, 
it is still in the interest of democracy to sacrifice 
efficiency for a built-in mechanism that will pre- 
vent one institution from dominating all others. 

1а 1948-49, President Elpidio Quirino, frustrat- 
ей with Congress’ uncooperative attitude toward 
him, seized upon the theory that emergency pow- 
ers granted to the President of the Philippines on. 
the eve of World War Il, were still his to use, 
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a preference for a unicameral legislative body. In 
fact, the draft at hand provided for unicameralism. 
Much later, on July 21, 1986, after much debate, 
the Constitutional Commission, by a very dose 
vote of 21-20, decided to go bicameral. The com- 
mission, concerned with other issues, did not look 
back. Now we are left with the necessity of trying. 
to construe the meaning of a constitutional provi- 
sion originally designed for a unicameral legisla- 
ture but now to be used by a bicameral legislature. 

How should a bicameral Congress use it? 
Congress should use it the way bicameral Con- 
gresses are expected to act. How? The bicameral 
structure points to the answer. 

‘When we look at the reasons why the framers 
of the Constitution went bicameral, we easily see 
that the arguments for bicameralism were the 
traditional ones which say that (1) an upper 
house is a body that looks at problems from the 
national perspective and thus serves as a check 
оп the parochial tendency of a body elected by 
districts, (2) bicameralism allows for a more care- 
ful study of legislation, and (3) bicameralism is 
less vulnerable to attempts of the executive to 
control the legislature. 

T would focus on the second and third argu- 
ments. First, bicameralism allows for 2 more 
careful study of legislation. Simply put, two 
heads can be better than one. And since the Con- 
stitution is the supreme law of the land, any 
change done through a bicameral body must be 
accomplished through the most thorough deci- 
sion-making process, namely a two-step process. 

‘Second, bicameralism is less vulnerable to ex- 
ecutive pressure. In the current context, itis obvi- 
‘ous that the President is pushing her own agenda. 
Her agenda needs purification. 

Am I therefore saying that a unicameral body is 
incapable ofa thorough study? Iam not saying that. 
What I am suggesting is that, in a unicameral legis- 
lature, the best and the brightest are concentrated 
in one body, whereas in a bicameral body there is no 
concentration of the best and the brightest in one 
chamber Is that not obvious today? 


mis-education. The news, which used to be a 
source of information for public service, has been 
conscripted into the network wars by stressing 
only the sensational, often including the silly lives 
of show-biz stars who are far from being the epit- 
omes of social behavior. 

А week after the tragedy, 1 still have to see a 
sign of contrition from ABS-CBN. Dong Puno's 
talk show last week, for instance, stuck to being 
self-serving. Evading questions on the issue of 
mendicancy and on the ratings war, Puno focused 
instead on the culpabilities of the police and the 
Pasig City government. It certainly didn't help 
that some of his guests such as Sen. Alfredo Lim 
heaped praises on the network—not surprisingly, 
of course, as he was in their territory. Oh well, 
politicians. I would have hoped that the acerbic 
Harry Roque would train his guns on the net- 
work. But no, he was unusually polite, buttress- 
ing his opinion with his rabid obsession of the 
Gloria-Garci controversy by saying that, unlike in 
anti-Gloria rallies, there were no police to attend 
to the thousands of the “Wowowee” fans massed 
outside Ultra. Days after, his contention fell apart: 
there were in fact more than 400 policemen who 
had been deployed to Ultra in connection with 
the "Wowowee" first anniversary show. Expected- 
ly, the comments of two other guests were obvi- 
ously not given weight. Jesuit Fr. Ted Gonzales 
spoke on the need for media to instill the value of 
hard work over an easy life of gambling and 
prizes. The television veteran Pepe Pimentel, on 
the other hand, game show host of the defunct 
“Kwarta o Kahon,” pointed to "Wowowee's" pro- 
cedural flaws in drawing winners. But their о 
ions did not seem to matter to the host. I'm afraid 
that ABS-CBN is beginning to think of itself as in- 
fallible 

‘Television networks are now at a crossroads: to 
propagate good values or promote reliance on 
Juck. Should it be a choice? 
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though the war had ended in 1945. Whenever 
Congress passed a law not to his liking, he would. 
veto the law and issue an executive order precisely 
on the same subject. When Congress refused to 
pass a budget, he issued an EO that served as the 
General Appropriations Act. Ultimately, the issue 
became intertwined with the preparations for the 
1949 presidential elections, and for the first time, 
an attempt to impeach a president was made (it 
failed). The Supreme Court stepped in (cwice!) 
and ruled that Quirino could not exercise emer- 
gency powers as the period of emergency had 
quite clearly come to an end. The intervention of 
the Supreme Court was part of the constitutional 
mechanism of checks and balances. 

Unlike the Supreme Court of the past—which 
ruled in the Quirino-era Emergency Powers cases 
that the “transcendental importance to the public 
of these cases demands that they be settled 
promptly and definitely, brushing aside, if we 
must, technicalities of procedure”—today's Sup- 
reme Court is certainly taking its time, despite 
having been freed from the shackles of what used 
to be called “political” cases that are thus beyond 
its jurisdiction. The present Constitution gives 
the Supreme Court the authority to address is- 
sues involving grave abuse of discretion. The as- 
sertion by the President of the Philippines on the 
writ of her authority (extending as far as to im- 
pede the functions of Congress) surely presents 
grounds for judicial intervention. While the 
Supreme Court has set oral arguments on БО 464 
for the end of this month, it doesn’t mean the case 
questioning the order will be resolved soon. 

Which means an obnoxious state of affairs—in 
which the President has effectively clipped 
Congress power of the purse by engineering the 
reenactment of last years budget—continues. 
Does this mean the Supreme Court is doing a Pon- 
tius Pilate, neither striking down the Presidents 
order nor addressing an unhappy state of affairs? 
You be the judge. 
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From doles 
to incentives 


ALMOST EVERY TIME MY CAR STOPS AT A TRAFFIC LIGHT... 
ап impoverished child taps on my window begging for айт. 
‘Most of the time I do not give, because I don't want to encour- 
age more begging. I know of others who don't give as well be- 
cause they are afraid that the money will just be spent on vices 
ог о toa syndicate. As soon 251 drive on though, I always feel 
guilty and tell myself, "This is why you chose social develop- 
mentasa career.” 

My social devel- 
opment career has 
led me to examine 
ways to help our 
public school sys- 
tem. Some say that a 
“mendicant mentality” has also taken over many of our pub- 
lic schools. 

Foundations, NGOs and the private sector, in general, 
have been extending generous financial and material sup- 
port to public education over the past few years. In fact, 
many NGO networks, such as the League of Corporate 
Foundations, have made public education a priority co 
cern. Private giving to the Department of Education's 
‘Adopt-a-School program doubled from P600 million in 
2003 to P1.2 billion in 2004. 

While public education is still under-funded, the educa- 
tional system's performance does not encourage people to 
give more. For one, students don't seem to be learning. In ` 
the 2004 High School Readiness Test (HSRT), less than 
one percent of first year high school students managed to,-. 
score 75 percent or better in English, Science and Math. Inf, 
the 2003 Trends in International Mathematics and Sci-^^ 
ence Study, Filipinos placed 41st and 42nd in Math and 
Science exams taken by high school students in 45 coun-C4 
tries. | 

Moreover, many foundations involved at the field level 
have accounts of items donated to schools that are not be 
ing used. During my own fieldwork in the Visayas, Г person” £ 
ally saw a donor taking back three out of seven sewing ma" V 
chines he donated because these were not being used. Ini 
another instance, donated books in a new library lay un- 
touched by the students because the school had no item юз 
a librarian. 

The public schools are not entirely to blame for such situa- 
tions. After all, if someone offers you something of value for 
nothing in exchange, wouldn't you take it, then be on yourlc 
way? This is simple human nature. с 

Thus, the Foundation for Worldwide People Power (FWW- 
РР) is currently pioneering a strategy of "Performance-Based,, |, 
Support" to public schools. The strategy consists of two. 
parts: a simple and participatory school-community pla 
ning process; and a resource mobilization strategy contin- 
gent on the school-community plan. DH 

The school-community planning process involves only. 
three steps—certification of interest by the school head, the 
formation of a small working group of stakeholders (includ, , , 
ing groups such as the Parent Teacher Community Associar” 
tion), and a community meeting where a school-community * 
strategic education plan is drafted. LS) 

‘Through this process, the community becomes aware fot 
and accountable for the learning process of its own children, -y 
The FWWPP has developed templates for each of the three, ~ 
steps. ERE 

This approach reinforces the Governance of Basic Educ! 
tion Act (RA 9155) and the DepEd's "Schools First Initiative" "* 
by promoting community management of schools and. 
school empowerment. It is also a simplified version of a basic, 
approach already being applied by community organizers in, 
various NGOs. m 

‘The resource mobilization strategy basically involves the” " 
“stockpiling” of material and financial donations, which аге 
then used to support items in the strategic plans of фе, 
schools. The key is to move away from freebies, toward 
"strategic giving" that is intended to help schools catch up ont». 
their performance benchmarks. We must transform private- ,.- 
sector support from doles to incentives. ho 

Some may say that working at the school level is tedious “" 
and there are too many schools (41,000 public schools. mai 
tionwide). Unfortunately, working at the school level may Ье! 
the only way to generate genuine grass-roots participation... 
empowerment and "stakeholdership." 

Moreover, the three-step community planning strategy 
was designed to be simple, such that one community orga- 
nizer can cover several schools. 

Itis also a process that schools, given the: needed skills and" 
incentives, could ultimately implement on their own. We are. * 
aware that numerous foundations and NGOs are already 
working with schools all over the country. The adoption of 
this simple strategy may help make their programs more re 
sults-oriented. ub 

For a concer as huge and as stubborn as public educa-". 
tion, more aggressive strategies may be needed. я 

Ifa large number of foundations and NGOs shift to perfor- , 
 mance-based giving, then maybe we can help accelerate the, 
literacy and achievement levels of our nation's children. 
Maybe doles won't be necessary. 

Maybe someday, when my саг stops at a stoplight, ете" 
will be no more children begging for alms. Then my con- 
science will be clear. 


COMMENTARY 
Joel Pagsanghan 


Joe! Pagsanghan is the FWWPP's consultant for social develop. 
ment. He was formerly the national coordinator of the Caucus 
of Development NGO Networks. He has MA degrees from the. 
Asian Institute of Management and the UP National College of = 
Public Administration and Governance. 
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Love's purpose 

"Love is free; it is not practiced as a way of achieving. 
other ends." 
pope Benedict xV 


Feared 

"Do you need proof of how notorious this man is? | 
Even the Abu Sayyaf is scared of him." 
Dti Sut Pedro Tengo onthe request of imprisoned Abu 
Sapa suspects otio be ры nthe same cellas renegade cop 
Fst Al who, in 1989, led the takeover of a Philippine Constab- 
ишу Camp where he kiled two military officials, including Brig. 
Gen. Eduardo Batalia 
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From the Tree of Life comes a 
Breakthrough in Heart Health! 


‘Take Good Care of your 


on pilfered electricity 2, 


MERALCO, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE EN- 
ergy Regulatory Commission, is imposing VAT 
оп cost items not directly related to electricity 
service such as: System Loss (7.60 percent as of 
January billing period); Power Act Reduction 
(6.94 percent); and Distribution and Subsidies 
(20 percent). 

Embedded in the Distribution and Subsidies 
is the VAT on Lifeline Rate Subsidy, Interclass 
Subsidy, Currency Exchange Rate Adjustment 
and Local Franchise Tax. It is already unrea- 
sonable that the consumers absorb, at a rate of 
0.57 percent, the franchise which grants Mer- 
alco the right to conduct business in the coun- 
try Even so, the ERC (government) proceeds 
to impose, through Meralco, a VAT on that 
franchise tax. ERC Resolution 20 of 2005 
states: “The imposition of the VAT replaces the 
payment of the National Franchise Тах"; thus, 
it effectively absolves Meralco from further 
paying the franchise, and completely places 
this responsibility on the shoulders of the con- 
sumers. 

Aside from being made to pay the franchise 
tax and a VAT thereon, consumers are charged 
for Meralco's technical and administrative in- 
efficiency (System Loss) and additional VAT 
thereon. 

Not content with condoning the Meralco 
practice of making honest customers pay for 
others’ pilferage, the government is taxing 


ing any money while gaining a semblance of 
corporate responsibility. Vis-à-vis the tax-de- 
ductible donations enjoyed by rich people 
and corporations, the VAT on this kind of 
forced donation from ordinary electricity con- 
sumers becomes one more example of the im- 
propriety if not the injustice, of such imposi- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, the Cera as an automatic cost- 
recovery mechanism—which insulates electric 
utilities from added business costs brought 
about by peso depreciation—is promptly 
passed on to Meralco's consumers at a rate of 
11.87 percent of the Distribution Charge. Why 
should the Arroyo government further impose 
a 10-percent VAT on the Cera charge? 

Residential consumers enjoy a discount 
called Inter-Class Subsidy and this is 21.39 
centavos per kWh, an amount Meralco recov- 
ers from its commercial and industrial cus- 
tomers. Residential consumers also enjoy a 
Power Act Reduction discount of 11.40 cen- 
tavos per kWh, a loss which Napocor absorbs. 
But for reasons only known to the ERC, Meral- 
со has also been allowed to impose a VAT on 
the Inter-Class Subsidy and the Power Act Re- 
duction. 

‘The VAT on these cost items in our Meralco 
bills underscores the inappropriateness and 
economic injustice of imposing VAT on elec- 
tricity and thé people. 
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2 "forced generosity" Customers "donate" 
| :Coconüt Fiber Capsule. 


11.25 centavos per kilowatt-hour (kWh) to 
the Lifeline Rate Subsidy—purportedly, this 
enables Meralco to give 20- to 50-percent dìs- 
counts to poorer customers, but without los- 


— ВЕР JOEL G. VIRADOR, 
Bayan Muna Party List, 
South Wing, Room 617, 
House of Representatives, 
Batasan, Quezon City 
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THIS IS A REACTION TO THE LETTER OF 
Jaime de Vera (PDI, 1/27/06) who said: "No- 
body quarrels with the Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference ofthe Philippines in seeking the whole 
truth about cheating in the 2004 presidential 
election. But the question is, whose truth аге 
we searching: the opposition's truth, the ad- 
ministration’s truth, the CBCP's—119 bish- 
'ops—truth, or the truth that is the product of 
extensive judicial process under our laws and 
Constitution?” 

1 cannot understand what he means by 
"whose truth." This to me smacks of moral rela- 
tivism. On any given subject, isn't there only one 
truth? There may be certain aspects or parts of 
the whole truth. But there can only be one truth. 


Fixed term for education 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO EDUCATION UN- 
dersecretary Juan Miguel Luz's commentary ti- 
Чей “Politics in education.” (PDI, 1/23/06) 1 
agree that the Department of Education can 
function and perform better without having as 
its head somebody from Congress. Fe Hidalgo, 
the present officer in charge, is very capable 
and experienced enough to keep the depart- 
ment on the right track. She is the most logical 
choice as education secretary. 

As for the politicians aspiring for the posi- 
tion of education secretary, 1 don't think they 
can come up with innovations. Neither will 
they be able to successfully lead the DepEd in- 
to providing quality education, as mandated 
by the Constitution. Having been elected to 
Congress, they ought to serve their con- 
stituents as such. Besides, they have no experi 
ence as classroom teachers. They have not 
been members of the academe to really under- 
stand the problems and needs of our educa- 


STL to front for ‘jueteng 


‘THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS ITEM “GOVERN- 
ment to launch jueteng’ substitute." (PDI, 
1/30/06) 

The report stated that despite its failure to 
take off and replace jueteng in the late 1980s, 
the Small Town Lottery (STL) will be re 
launched as the "best legal substitute forthe il 
legal numbers game.” Well and good, since it 
was already approved by the board of the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office. 

However, there must have been valid and 
good reasons for junking the STL in the late 
1980s. Why then resurrect it now? 

‘At present, the lotto operation is earning bil- 
lions of pesos for the government. The revival 
of the STL should have been subjected to an 
honest-to-goodness "public hearing"—to re- 
view and reassess if at present there are com- 
pelling legal and justifiable grounds to reverse 


In the matter of who truly won the last presi- 
dential election, isn't there only one truth—Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo either truly won or not. 
On the matter of her alleged cheating, isn't 
there only one truth—she either cheated or not. 
Whether there was massive cheating and to 
what extent is another matter altogether. 

There are doubtless many issues related to the 
matters cited above, but for every proposition or 
‘question, there is only one truth. There may be 
many opinions, but there is only one truth. 

1 find it, ironic that someone whose last 
name is the root word of “veracity” would pro- 
pose the inane concept of different truths. 

—TOMAS TINIO, 
tomastinio@yahoo.com 


secretary? 


tional system. Only people who have sweated 
inside dilapidated classrooms are in the best 
position to find the best solutions to our educa- 
tional woes. 

Free the position of education secretary 
from politics. Professionalize the position. Fix 
the term of the secretary like those heading the 
Commission on Audit, Commission on Elec- 
tions and the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, if we 
are really sincere in improving the quality of 
education in our country. 

Again, I want to commend Luz for his com- 
mentary. salute him and {urge him to keep up 
the good work, unselfish dedication in improv- 
ing not only the DepEd but also the whole edu- 
cational system in our country. We need more 
men like him. 

—FELICIDA D. ZAPANTA, 

head teacher, Mathematics Department, 
Jose B Laurel Sr. High School, 

Project4, Quezon City 


and kill lotto 


the decision to junk the STL. The STL should 
not be revived on the recommendation of one 
ог two persons, who might have hidden agen- 
das. After ай, the STL failed to stamp out 
jueteng—unlike lotto which, at least, has con- 
tained, if not successfully eradicated, jueteng. 

‘The revival of the STL will deal a death blow 
to lotto, which is legal. Surely, jueteng will hap- 
pily piggyback on the STL again. 

Most importantly, in the new STL guidelines 
now being finalized, to get a franchise for STL 
operations, one—whether a local government 
unit or a private entity—would need millions 
of pesos. This means the gambling lord, who 
has the money, could make “dummies” of the 
franchisees. 

We should learn from our past mistakes. 

—WENIFREDO A. ARMENTA, 
Lopez, Quezon 


Cooperation, not confiscation in Makati 


LAST JAN. 27, LWAS DRIVING IN MAKATI CITY 
looking for a building where I was to deliver doc- 
ments to a friend. Because I had not been in the. 
place for some time, 1 got lost. Confused, 1 was 
stopped by Mobile Car No. 118 of the Makati 
City Traffic Management Group for a traffic vio- 
lation. 

After explaining to them my presence in the 
place and how I got entangled in the traffic vio- 
lation, the mobile саге crew, instead of confis- 
cating my license, escorted me to the place 1 
was looking for. They even provided me a free 
parking space for my car. The two traffic en- 
forcers in that mobile car introduced them- 
selves to me as Nelson and De Lima. 

"To show my appreciation for their kindness, 


offered to gift them with cash, But to my sur- 
prise, they refused my offer and told me: "Sir, 
policy po ni Mayor Binay, service-oriented daw 
trabaho namin, hindi manghuli nang 
manghuli. Kailangan daw po cooperation hindi 
confiscation." 

1 have not met Mayor Jejomar Binay in per- 
son, though 1 had earlier filed graft cases 
against him for other reasons. But there I was, 
the beneficiary of his sound public service poli 
ә. 

Kudos to you Mayor Binay and to the two 
traffic officers! 

—LIGORIO G.M. NAVAL, 
114-DAlima, 
Bacoor, Cavite 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sug- 
gestions about the treatment of news and pho- 
tos by the Inquirer, you may write to the Read: 
ers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 
897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied. 
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7 dead in S. Leyte mudslide 


The other fatalities 
were identified as Vi- 


By Jani Arnaiz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


MAASIN, SOUTHERN LEYTE—SEVEN CONSTRUC- 
tion workers were killed yesterday morning when 
they were swept by a mudslide while resting inside a 
bunkhouse in Barangay Kahupian, Sogod town in 
Southern Leyte. 


The seven had just 
finished inspecting а 
road where a landslide 
had occurred in Sitio 
Agas agas, Kahupian at 
about 10 am. when 
they decided to rest in- 
side the bunkhouse, 
justa few meters away. 

Tt proved to be a fa- 
tal mistake. Mounds of 
loose earth cascading 
from the mountains 
hit the bunkhouse and 
swept the workers 
about 150 feet below. 

Board member Eva 
Tomol, who con- 
vened the Provincial 
Disaster Coordinating 
Council, said that 
based on the report 
submitted by Sogod 
Mayor Sheffered Tan 
to the РОСС, only one 
of the seven fatalities 
had been recovered. 

The report identi- 
fed the worker as 
Roberto Abonita, 42. 


Anecito Mibulos, 42. 
Тап said they pre- 
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BUREAU OF PRODUCT STANDARDS 
Deparment of Trade and Industry 
‘Repub of ha Philppinas 


DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
Мо, .01.: Sorlos of 2008 


Subject: Mandatory Philippine National Standards for Portland Cement 


1. In accordance with the provisions of R.A. No. 4109, R A. No. 7394, Executive Order No. 913. Seres of 
Тэ, DAO No. 02, Series of 2002. DAO No. 1, Series of 1997. DAO № 5, Series of 2001. and Sec 10 
(a) Tie X, Book iV, of the Admiistatve Code of 1987, the folowing Philippine Natonal Standard 1s 
hereby adopted for mandatory implementation: 
PNS 07:2005 ро‹ага Comont - Specification 


‘Al manulaciarers, distributors, importers and relallers of sad product shail comply with te requirements. 
of ths standard. 


A third party сөпййсайоп, known as the Product Certification Scheme of the DTI - Bureau or Product 
Standerds (BPS), requires all manufacturers and importers of said product to secure a Philppine Stendard 
(PS) License and вп Import Commodity Clearance (СС). respectively. prior о ls distrbuten and sale 


The DTI-BPS shai promulgate implementing guidelines specifying Implementing timetables, taking Into 
Consideration present inventory levels, production capables of Industries, end lesing capables of 
BPS and other isting пеналти, 


The implementation of thos 


tandard shall be done In propor coordination withthe ОТ! Regional and 
Provincia Offices and I 


" Burosu of Trade Regulation and Consumer Protection (DTIBTRCP) 


‘Al manufacturers, distributors, Importers and rotallers found not complying with those requrernants shall 
be penalized in accordance with the provision fo Перез and penaltes under R- A. No. 7394, EO 913, 
‘and DAO 022002. 


‘Alother orders or paris thereof which are inconsistent wit he provisions of ihis Administrative Order ara 
hereby repaaled or amondad accordingly. 


тнв Order hall taka affect toon (15) days aitarpublicatión in two newspapors of goneral circulation or 
In the Official Gazette 


Accordingly. ali parties concerned are hereby informed hat coples ol sald standarde and implementing guidelines 
‘may bo secured from the BPS Information Services. 
Makati Ciy, Fobruary 07, 2006. 

(508) PETER B. FAVILA 
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From page AITIT 
sumed the six to be 
dead because the mud- 
slide could have buried 
them alive, and that 
they could not conduct 
rescue operations due 
to continuous rain, 

Тото! said the sev- 
en went to the area on 
board five rented mo- 
torcycles to inspect 
the road that had 
been hitby a landslide 
on Thursday. 

‘Two drivers of the 
motorcycles were un- 
harmed as they were 
able to run when the mudslide happened, she said. 

Тото! said the landslide was caused by six 
days of incessant rain that softened the soil in 
the mountains. 

‘The non-stop rain also triggered flash floods 
and landslides in the towns of San Ricardo and 
San Francisco on Panaon Island, Southern Leyte. 

At least 2,500 people from four barangays 
of San Francisco were evacuated to the town's 
gymnasium due to the floods. 

Affected were Barangays Santa Paz Norte, 
Santa Paz Sur, Bongcawisan Gabi and Jabay. 

Floods also forced about 100 people resid- 
ing near the riverbank in Barangay Pinut-an, 
San Ricardo to move to higher grounds. 

Pinut-an, was one of the barangays in three 
towns in Panaon that were hit by a landslide 
jn 2003 that killed 150 people. 

A major landslide in Maharlika Highway in 
Barangay Agas-Agas, Sogod has also closed 
the road that is a major route for those travel- 
ing from Luzon to Mindanao. 

“Travelers from Luzon bound for Mindanao nor- 
mally take buses that take off from the rll-on-roll- 
off port of Mamog in Sorsogon for Allen in Samar. 

From Samar, the bus crosses to Leyte Island 
via the San Juanico Bridge en route to Liloan 
town in the southern tip of Leyte for the ferry 
ride to Lipata, Surigao province. 

‘An alternate highway from Bato town in 
Leyte province that connects to Bontoc town 
of Southern Leyte was also closed to traffic af- 
tera portion of the road sank by two feet. 

In St. Bernard town, the road leading to the Pa- 
cific towns was also rendered impassable after а 
portion ofa road in Barangay Lepanto, also slipped 
by two feet due to heavy rains since Monday. 

In Barangay Sta. Paz in Liloan town, resi- 
dents were evacuated to higher grounds after 
its river overflowed. 

In Maasin, 25 families were evacuated to 
flooding. Several mountain barangays in the city 


боёйт. 
lls йв; 


AFLOOD victim aboard a makeshift boat in 
the Agusan riverside village of Barangay 
Buhangin, Butuan City, one of the 34 
barangays worst hit by rising floodwaters. 
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mudslide 


has been isolated due 
to landslide. 


2 Surigao 

In Tandag, Surigao 

del Sur, four days of 
12 heavy rains have sub- 

merged roads under 
Š four to 12 feet of water. 

In Barangays Ga- 
È mut and Unaban in 
8 Tago town, residents 
Е moved around їп 

bancas because it 

was impossible to 
use cars and other 
vehicles. 

Old and young peo- 
pletried to go on with their normal life despite the 
flood, They jostle with each other to get rides in 
bancas, some of which have no outriggers and 
‘whose owners charge P50 per person even for a 
short distance of 600 meters. 

‘The same situation prevailed in at least 15 
towns and two cities in Caraga region, includ- 
ing Butuan City, 

Surigao del Sur Gov, Vicente Pimentel Jr. has 
declared a state of calamity in the province. He 
also urged government agencies to contribute at 
east P20 million to ease the people's sufferings, 

The floods, which killed at least five people 
and displaced more than 20,000 families in 
Caraga region, have also caused P50 million 
in damages to crops and infrastructure. 

In Butuan City, the massive denudation of 
upland areas due to relentless logging was the 
main reason Caraga has become prone to 
flooding, according to Sr. Lydia Luscano, so- 
cial action director of the Diocese of Tandag. 

Luscano said hundreds of hectares of up- 
land areas in Surigao del Sur and Agusan del 
Sur, which are “critical” to the region's ecolog- 
ical balance, were lost to “irresponsible” log- 
ging concessionaires, 

“The standard reforestation programs of 
the logging concessionaires set by the govern- 
ment was not followed, plus the rampant ille 
gal loggers,” she said. 

Luscano said her group had repeatedly 
called on local environment officials to ad- 
dress the issues but they were ignored. 

She said there was a need for an immediate 
moratorium on logging in Caraga зо the re- 
gion's forest reserve could be assessed and 
impending disasters averted. 

“Unless the government takes immediate ac- 
tion, disasters, even worse than what we saw in 
‘Aurora and Quezon, await Caraga folk,” she 
wamed. With reports from Bert Pacate and 
Franklin Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Love poems on radio heat up Baguio 


Frompage Al 


ems to his wife Sarah. 

“suddenly, (the station man- 
ager] told me he received nu- 
merous text messages com- 
mending the station for airing 
poems, and he asked me to do it 
the next day. And the next day. 
And the next day. Until I was do- 
ing it na for 15 minutes every 
day,” he related. 

‘At first, the daily broadcasts 
became the punch line for many 
Jokes. 

Station 95.9 BIG FM starts 
each day with a talk radio format 
and shifts to pop music by mid- 
day. Keith's segment always fol- 


lows a very controversial com- dawn. 


mentary hour, which has drawn 
its share of scandals. 


End of commentary 

“Му effort was sometimes 
laughed at because it seemed out 
of place [coming right after an ig- 
nominious discussion about poli- 
tics],” Keith said. 

But toward the yearend, the 
program began receiving mail 
from fans. 

Based on the number of text 
messages he receives every 
morning, Keith said he discov- 
ered that many of his listeners 
were taxi drivers, department 
store clerks and neighborhood 
grocers who were usually up at 


dom. 


said. 
Local poems 
he delivers 


Jose Garcia Villa. 


Some of the fans are amateur 
poets and Keith's program is giv- 
ing them entry to literary star- 


"T've read their poems on air. 
Tve read the verses of a certain 
Mr. Element, as well as the po- 
ems of Leona C. They are good. 
Гуе also received poetry from 
as far as Pangasinan, La Union 
and the Ilocos provinces," Keith 


He opens his program with the 
phrase, "What a wonderful day 
for poetry and romance," 
the poems of 
Macansantos and the late poet 


There are days when he intro- 
duces his audience to a verse ог 
two of his own Nabaloy poem 
about a ritual birth. 

Keith once spent a week read- 
ing stanzas of Edgar Allan Poe's 
“Annabel Lee,” and immediately 
received queries from a flabber- 
gasted fan. 

“Because of the reception to 
Annabel Lee, I'm planning to read 
the Hudhud,” he said. The Hud- 
hud has 20 oral Ifugao chants 
that date back to the 7th century, 
and is enshrined in the World 
Heritage List as a masterpiece in 
oral and intangible heritage of 
humanity. 

Keith also read a prayer by 
Egyptian pharaoh Amenhotep 


(also known as Akhenaten) for 
the monotheistic worship of the 
god Aton, which he had im- 
posed on his subjects in the 
14th century BC. 

Few people even know about 
this pharaoh, who fathered the 
more popular Tutankhamen 
and his cursed treasures, Keith 
said, but fans did not seem to 
be bothered by the poems’ ob- 
scurity. 


and when [a character in the 
film] suggested using poetry to 
woo a sweetheart, I knew it 
was true. I am taking down the 
best poetic lines so I can text 
them to my girlfriend,” he said 
in Filipino. 

Many fans are looking forward 
to the station's broadcast on 
Valentine's Day to listen to the 
love poems of Macansantos and 
other Palanca awardees. 

Keith's program has provided 
an anchor for this monthlong 
project of the National Commis- 
sion for Culture and the Arts, 
which will showcase multicul- 
tural poetry from Baguio and 
Cordillera every Saturday of 
February. 


Inspirational 

Most of them said the poems 
read over the airwaves had given 
them hope. 

Rick said broadeast poetry pro- 
vided him good dating tips. 

“I watched Spider Man 2, 


before 


Fil-Ams show basic way of helping poor 


From page Al 
ria Caoile on Saturday when the 
INQUIRER met the group during its 
feeding and gift-giving program 
ina slum area in Parafiaque City. 


A wake-up call 

“There must be a more basic 
way of helping the poor without 
taking away their dignity" said 
Caoile, a labor organizer afiliat- 
ей with the US umbrella union 
AFL-CIO (American Federation of 
Labor-Congress of industrial Or- 
ganizations). 

"Game shows may be a part of 
life, but there has to be control 
and a better way of treating (as- 
piring contestants). Maybe what 
happened was really a wake-up 
call for all of us," she said, when 
asked her views on the tragedy. 

Following the stampede that 
left at least 71 people, mostly 
women, dead and several hun- 
dred injured, executives of ABS- 
CBN have come under severe criti 
cism for allegedly producing 
shows that encourage mendican- 
y and dependency on dole-outs. 

Charo Santos-Concio, ABS- 
CBN vice president for entertain- 


The 


ment, said in a news conference 
earlier that “Wowowee” 
meant to entertain and to give 
hope to the people. 


Not encouraging mendicancy 

"The reality today is that there 
are plenty among our countrymen 
‘who are poor," she said in Filipino. 
“We only want to give them hope. 
We're all human, and I think most 
of us have tried our luck in games 
of chance. But we are not encour- 
aging mendicancy.” 

Tina Monzon-Palma, 
heads the ABS-CBN Foundation's 
Bantay Bata, said part of the do- 
nations from sponsors was given 
to nongovernment organizations, 
like Bantay Bata. 

“А lot of people have ex- 
pressed their desire to help," she 
said in Filipino. "They want to 
give money to certain organiza- 
tions. You can check with the 
NGOs (for an accounting of 
these donations).” 
FTH was in 
province when the stampede 
happened, said cochair Lottie 
Buhain, a retired chemist who 
used to work as a researcher at 


‘was inthe'60s. 


D.C. 


who 


ees, 


in the area. 


and Dinner" 


Isabela 


Heart-racing letters of US 
presidents to valentines 


From page At 


Lyndon Johnson, then a young congress- 
man from Texas, declared to his valentine, La- 
dy Bird, mere weeks after they had met, “This 
morning I'm ambitious, proud, energetic and 
very madly in love with you." 

College graduate Teddy Roosevelt put Alice 
Lee on a pedestal, telling her five days before 
they wed: “I worship you so that it seems al- 
‘most desecration to touch you.” 

A new book of letters between presidents 
and their wives fleshes out momentous peri- 
ods of history with the full range of human 
emotion—love, longing, snippiness, betrayal, 
loss, lust. 

‘These men turned a resolute face to the 
world. In private, they could be goo. The 
women were easily their match in exchanging 
heart-racing prose and pulled no punches on 
tough stuff. 


Blistering letter 

Even as John Adams was in Philadelphia 
working on the Declaration of Independence 
and its assertion that “all men” are created 
equal, his loving spouse, Abigail, sent the fu- 
ture second president a blistering letter about 
the subjugation of wives—this, way back in 
March 1776. 

“That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical isa 
"Truth," she wrote. “Men of Sense in all Ages 
abhor those customs which treat us only as 
the vassals of your Sex.” 

She was flirt, too, offering sweetly, “If you 
want more balm, I can supply you," in a letter 
the spring before they married in October 
1764. 

The correspondence in "My Dear Presi- 
dent: Letters Between Presidents and Their 
"Wives," by Library of Congress historian Ger- 
ard W. Gawalt, captures some of the couples 
in the first blush of their romance and follows 
them into the White House. 

Presidents who were wild about their wives 
were not necessarily faithful to them—not 
even close. Some wives knew it. 

Lyndon Johnson was a bull їп the china 
shop when it came to women; Lady Bird once. 
shrugged off his affairs as a “speck on a wed- 
ding cake." 

Lucretia Rudolph was not so accommodat- 
ing when she learned her fiance, James 
Garfield, had been stepping out. “James, to be 
an unloved wife, O Heavens,” she wrote in 
1857. They wed anyway; he was assassinated 
in 1881 just months after taking office. 


Dwight’s denial 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, as Allied comman- 
der for Europe in World War II, tried in several 
letters to his stateside wife, Mamie, to shoot 
down rumors he was involved with his driver, 
Kay Summersby, with whom he formed an in- 
tense friendship. "Гуе no emotional involve- 
ments and will have none," he told his wife. 


r n 


Civil War spouses and girlfriends received 
harrowing letters from the battlefield, for 
many presidents were soldiers when young. 
Whether in war or peace, many were ambi- 
tious men in eras of slow travel, meaning long 
absences from home and longings expressed 
in the overwrought language of their times. 

"Ihave the Blues all the time,” a love-struck 
Ulysses S. Grant told his sweetie, Julia Dent, 
writing from the Mexican War in 1848 two 
decades before becoming president. 

“feel the pulses of your love answering to 
mine," Chester Arthur wrote to his fiancee in 
New York, Ellen Lewis Herndon, during an 
1858 Republican Party mission in Missouri. 
Arthur succeeded Garfield in 1881. 

Such power couples enjoyed what might be 
politely called quality time. 

Harry Truman alluded to one such en- 
counter after Bess had visited him in July 
1923, 22 years before he became president, 
‘when he was at a military training camp in 
Kansas. "I, of course, acted like a man brute,” 
he wrote in a somewhat sheepish tone soon 
after she left. 

Gawalt drew his 184 letters, telegrams and 
cables from 4,000 to 5,000 found in the pa- 
pers of 23 presidents held by the Library of 
Congress, provided by family members or 
available at presidential libraries. About half 
were previously unpublished. 


Strong-willed women 

"What struck me is how early on that the 
wives were so vitally important to their hus- 
bands careers," he said. "There's just an end- 
less number of strong-willed women who are 
involved in these couples." 

Exchanges between one such woman, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Franklin were friendly 
but emotionally distant. Such was the lasting 
result, Gawalt said, of his wife discovering 
FDR's affair with her social secretary Lucy 
Mercer 15 years before he became president. 

"That's when the passion went out of that 
relationship,” he said. "After that, 1 think, 
their relationship is pretty well summed up by 
the fact they were exchanging memoran- 
дит” 

In опе, Franklin complained to his wife 
that White House food portions had gotten 
ош of hand and everyone must be cut back, 
for example, to one egg for breakfast instead 
oftwo. 

‘Another no-nonsense woman, Barbara 
Bush, got a treacly note from her husband, 
George, asking her to show more affection for 
the television cameras in the 1988 campaign, 
like their opponents, the Dukakises 

*Sweetsie," he began. "Please look at how 
Mike and Kitty do it. Try to be closer in 
more—well er romantic —on camera. 1 am 
practicing the loving look, and the creeping 
hand. Yours for better TV and more demon- 
strable affection. Your sweetie ple соо co 

"Love ya GB.” 

+ 


the Philippine General Hospital 


The group was delivering 
P100,000 worth of assistance to 
Gov. Grace Padaca for families 
who recently lost their homes 
along the eroded banks of the Ca- 
gayan River. The aid package 
came with carabaos and cows for 
milking, said Buhain, now a com- 
munity leader in Washington 


Fund-raising initiatives 

The 22 FTH volunteers come 
from all walks of “DC” life, in- 
cluding doctors and engineers, 
retirees and World Bank employ- 
she said. An estimated 
100,000 Filipino-Americans live 


For its main fund-raiser, the 
FTH holds the “Handog Dance 
а black-tie affair 
held in classy Washington hotels 
every November, according to 
volunteer Bing Branigin. 

А times, donations simply 
pour in during a volunteer'sbirth- 
дау party, when the celebrator re- 
‘quests guests to contribute to the 
fund in lieu of personal gifts, 


Branigin said. 

Since its founding 13 years 
ago, the FTH has been returning 
to the country every year to 
launch or follow up on projects 
with the support of the Commis- 
sion on Filipinos Overseas and, 
sometimes, in cooperation with 
other groups like Habitat for Hu- 
тапіс. 


Beneficiaries 

Projects in 77 provinces have 
touched the lives of an estimated 
890,000 beneficiaries, the group 
said. 

FTH has built 15 classrooms, 
with 13 more currently under 
construction. Each room costs 
around $5,000 to build. 

The group has also helped 22 
youths complete their university 
studies and is currently funding 
59 more scholars 

It ships an average of two con- 
tainers of books a year to the 
country to be donated to different 
schools. A container can hold 300 
boxes, each box filled with up to a 
hundred books. 

For the families affected by the. 
December 2004 landslides that 


hit Aurora and Quezon, the group 
provided the victims not just with 
relief goods but motorized fishing 
boats and nets. 


“You can say that we're also do- 
ing our work here quietly to pay 
back the country" Buhain said. 

With a report from Nini Valera 
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Palace tells 


From page Al 

per liter as a result of the 2-per- 
centage-point increase in the VAT 
rate. The price of LPG rose be- 
tween P8.90 and P9.80 per kg. 


Cooperate 

їп a text message, Bunye said 
the Palace expected the oil com- 
panies to cooperate “in the spirit 
oftransparency" 

“We know they (oil firms) are 
deregulated, but it should not 
prevent the executive from mak- 
ing this initiative in the public in- 
terest,” he said. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotil- 
la said the President conveyed her 
instructions to him yesterday 
morning when she was informed 
about the oil price increases. 

“(The President) inquired 
whether we do that (seek expla- 
nations from oil firms) and we 
said yes,” Lotilla said in a phone 
interview. 

The energy secretary said oil 
firms had been told to make the 
‘written explanations. They will 
be given a few days to submit 
them. 


Strong message 

Since the start of the year, the. 
DOE has asked the ой firms not to 
immediately increase prices in one 
blow after global ой prices went up 
in December last year. Instead, the 
companies were asked to adjust 
prices in increments. 


Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor described the 
Palace demand for an explana- 
tion from the oil companies as “a 
strong message” from the Presi- 
dent. 

‘While Malacafiang recognized 
the oil firms’ logistical require- 
ments in importing, processing 
and bringing out oil, “they also 
have to recognize the fact that the 
President is vigilant in protecting 
our people, particularly the rid- 
ing public,” Defensor said. 

"Any increase (in oil prices) to 
the detriment of our people will 
be closely monitored,” he said in 
a phone interview. 

"The high prices not only in the 
Philippines, but also in other 
parts of the globe, are giving the 
big oil companies record profits. 

"Texas-based Exxon Mobil 
Corp., the world's largest publicly 
traded oil company, surpassed 
Wall Street expectations when it 
reported $10.7 billion in fourth 
quarter profits on Jan. 30. 


Biggest profit in US history 

Exxonis profit of $36.1 billion for 
all of 2005, which rose 42 percent 
from 2004, was the largest annual 
net income of any corporation in US 
history: The amount was bigger than 
the economies of 125 countries. 

Industry critics have called for 
a tax on excess profits following 
Exxon's disclosure of its record 
net income. 
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Average prices of unleaded gasoline & diesel 
January 2005 to February 11, 2006, price per liter 


PIU) 
E 


$ 


Зона ша ми HA м 


I 


Эл 
бы 
mmis zio т 
ae eet) 
B meine хш ae 
@нетюв qz юз 


The previous week, Califor- 
nia-based Chevron Corp. report- 
ed annual profits of $14.1 billion, 
wp from $13 billion in 2004. 
Chevron owns Caltex Philip- 
pines. 


Pilipinas Shell's earnings soar 

Royal Dutch Shell announced 
on Feb. 1 that it earned $5.4 billion 
їп the last quarter of 2005. Ana- 
Iysts said Shell's profit for the en- 
tire year, $22.94 billion, an in- 
crease of 30 percent from the pre- 
vious year, was a record for a com- 
pany listed in the United Kingdom. 
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Itwas not known how much of 
this amount was contributed by 
its local subsidiary, Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. But as early as 
June 2005, Pilipinas Shell had al- 
ready earned P2.87 billion, al- 
most matching its earnings of 
P2.98 billion for the entire 2004. 

‘Another of the Philippines’ top 
ой firms, Petron, surpassed its net 
income target for 2005 by the 
third quarter Petron reported 
P4.8 billion in profits from Jan- 
ary to September, exceeding its 
P3.6-billion net income target for 
the year by almost P1 billion. 


‘Brod’ recalls best, worst of Marcos years 
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the 1960s where then Senator 
Marcos made his bid for the presi- 
dency. 

‘After the convention, he and 
Golez went to the senator's house 
in San Juan, While they were wait- 
ing in the living room, NP dele- 
gates from Mindanao who just ar- 
rived started shaking his hand. 

Jesus said he just smiled and 

; shook hands, not letting them know 
| thathe was not the real Marcos. 


Imelda 
When Marcos and his wife 
‘Imelda arrived, the delegates 
from Mindanao became baffled, 
hesaid. 

Golez, a close friend of the Mar- 
coses’, introduced him to Marcos 
mother, Doña Josefa, as the illegiti- 
mate son of her husband, Jesus sid. 

"She stared at me and said, ‘You 
Jook just like Ferdie,” said Jesus. Не 
said Marcos acknowledged that they 
looked alike and called him “Brod.” 

Jesus said he was asked to de- 

‘liver the book "For Every Tear a 
'Victory" written by Marcos, to 
the mayors of Negros Occidental. 

Then one evening in December 
1964, Jesus said Golez went to 
his house and asked if he had a 
suit. 

“Mayor Golez told me Imelda 
had arrived in Negros and needed 
to go to Murcia town but Ferdi- 
nand had another commitment 
and could not come,” Jesus said. 

“He asked me to go with Imelda 
to Murcia. ALT had to do was escort 
her around the plaza and wave. The 
people waved back at me, thinking I 
was Marcos," he said. 

He was also asked by Armin 
Gustilo, then the political kingpin 
їп northern Negros, to double for 
the presidential aspirant when 
Marcos could not make it to a 
speaking engagement in Cadiz. 

“Isat in Gustilos car and waved 
at the waiting people in Cadiz who 


MARCOS look-alike Quevenco 

recalls experiences during the 

strongman's rule. 
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were told that Mareos could not 
speak that day as he had to go to 
San Carlos City on some important 
business,” Jesus said. 

‘On another occasion, he was 
asked to meet the real Marcos at 
the Bacolod airport because the 
then presidential candidate had 
to go to Victorias. 

Jesus said Marcos told him he 
wanted to sleep so he would look 
fresh. Soon enough, Marcos was 
fast asleep beside him. 

Jesus was then left with the task of 
waving to the crowd. Marcos woke 
up when they arrived in Victorias. 


Marcos did not forget. 

Marcos did not forget him when 
he became President on Nov. 9, 
1965. Jesus got a telegram from 
the President, asking him to send 
his biodata and to state what job he 
‘wanted in government. 

Jesus, however, did not ask for 
any position because he had his in- 
surance business in Negros. He also 
refused requests by some politicians 
to double for the President again 
because he had a family to raise. 


But then the First Lady had to 
grace the inauguration of the new 
Social Security System building 
and asked Jesus to come. 

When Imelda saw him, she asked 
the aide to bring Jesus to her She 
then called him Junior and asked 
him what she could do for him. 


Handwritten appointment 

When he told her that he was al- 
ready the manager of an insurance 
company, Imelda persisted. So he 
asked her if his wife, a teacher in 
Silay, could be transferred to the 
Goverment Service Insurance 
‘System (GSIS). Imelda told Jesus 
to tell Thelma to go to Manila. 

Armed with a picture of her 
husband and Marcos together, 
Thelma said she went to Mala- 
cafiang and met Executive Secre- 
tary Rafael Salas. 

She said she was brought to 
Imelda who was fitting a terno 
and chatted with her She was 
then told to return the next day to 
meet the President. 

Marcos gave her a handwritten 
note that said "I hereby direct the 
appointment of Thelma Queven- 
coto the GSIS." 

[started out as a casual employ- 
ee and when the President saw me 
again he asked #1 needed anything. 
Told him I would like to earn my 
promotion by merit," Thelma said. 

‘Thelma later became opera- 
tions manager of the Ministry of 
Human Settlements in Western 
Visayas. 


Drawbacks 

But being a look-alike of Mar- 
соз had its drawbacks, especially 
in the 1970s when the President 
became unpopular 

Jesus recalled that he was in a 
suit and was walking on the Es- 
colta when a group of activists 
saw him and chased him. 

He said he slipped into a de- 
partment store, bought a T-shirt, 


put it on, and then walked out of 
the store. The mob did not notice 
him. 

On another occasion, Jesus 
and his wife were on board a 
chauffeur-driven car on the way 
to the Manila airport when some- 
one noticed him. Then an angry 
crowd, thinking he was Marcos, 
surrounded the vehicle. 

‘Thelma convinced the crowd 
that he was not the real Marcos 
when she shouted in Ilonggo that 
he was her husband. 

After the incident, Jesus told 
his wife that he did not want to go 
to Manila again. 


Anger 

When sugar prices began to 
plummet in Negros during the 
Marcos years, Jesus said he 
would meet with friends who 
would curse the President and 
call him that “bastard brother of 
yours.” 

As the peoples anger grew 
against Marcos so did that of 
some of the members of Jesus’ 
family. 

The couple said their outspo- 
ken daughter, Babette, took an 
autographed picture Marcos had 
sent them and burned it at a rally. 

‘Although some members of the 
family supported the opposition 
during the snap election of February 
1986, the Quevenco couple re- 
mained Marcos loyalists. They even 
blamed Marcos downfall on the 
abuses of the people around him. 

Thelma said she was disap- 
pointed with Imelda because she 
took advantage of her position. 
Still, she said, Imelda could 
charm anyone and deseribed her 
asa fighter and a survivor. 

But one thing they were proud 
of was that they did not get rich 
as a result of knowing the Mar- 
coses. The Quevencos said they 
never took advantage of their ties 
tothe Marcos couple. 
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Itattributed its earnings to the 
lucrative export market, while 
Pilipinas Shell cited better refin- 
ing margins and nonfuel retailing 
revenues, such as those derived 
from its Select convenience 
stores. 

Bunye said the series of oil price 
increases “should serve as a con- 
stant reminder to all sectors—pub- 
сала private—of the need to con- 
serve our precious fuel.” 

He said Malacafiang would 
continue to step up its efforts to 
search for alternative energy 
sources. 

Bunye called on Congress to 
immediately act on pending ener- 
gy bills, "including the one pro- 
viding incentives for the produc- 
tion of ethanol and biodiesel.” 

His call was similar to the one 
made by US President George W. 
Bush in his State of the Union 
speech on Jan. 31. Bush proposed 
funding additional research into 
alternative energy sources be- 
cause America needed to stop be- 
ing “addicted to oil” from the 
Middle East. 

The Philippines imports most 
of its oil requirements from the 
Middle East. 


Biggest importers 

Four oil companies—Caltex, 
Shell, Petron and Total—made it 
to the top 10 importers in 2005 
based on the amount of customs 
duties and taxes they paid, ac- 


Vague gov t 
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22-25, 1986, peaceful revolution 
that ended the dictatorship of 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

The 77-year-old Ramos spoke 
at a news conference before his 
departure for Bangkok to attend 
an Eminent Persons Group meet- 
ing of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations. 

"Tm saying that itis deplorable 
that now with just 10 days to go, 
there are no announced offi 
government plans for the celebra- 
tion of the 20th anniversary of 
Edsa I," Ramos said. 

“Iam not seeing any advanced 
plans for this very important 
event unlike in previous years 
which were not that significant. 
OF course, they were not special 
anniversaries but this is the 20th 
anniversary.” he stressed. 

He said that not even the rift 
between Ms Arroyo and Aquino 
should affect the commemora- 
tion of Edsa I 

On Saturday, Presidential 
Chief of Staff Michael Defensor 
said Ms Arroyo had no plans to be 
оп the same stage as Aquino dur- 
ingthe Edsa celebrations. 

Defensor said the President 
had only confirmed attendance at 
the wreath-laying rites at the Li- 
bingan ng Mga Bayani on Feb. 25 
and would be out of town for 
most of the celebrations. 

‘Aquino, 73, broke away from 
Ms Arroyo in July over allega- 
tions the President stole the May 
2004 presidential _ election. 
Aquino is at the forefront of a 
campaign to force Ms Arroyo's 
resignation for election fraud—a 
charge which the President has 
vehemently denied. 


Gov't must lead 

"Whatever it is, rift, difference, 
slight discomfort toward each oth- 
er, itis still the job of government 
to lead the way,” Ramos said. 

He also said it was the govern- 


RP may be drawn into debate over cartoons 
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newspapers, as far as I can deter- 
mine, published the offending 
cartoons, the Philippine press 
cannot detach itself from this 
burning debate over press free- 
dom, as Filipino editors are in the 
business of deciding each day 
what stories and cartoons to pub- 
lish. 

‘At some point, our newspapers 
will find themselves embroiled in 
this controversy, The controversy 

‚ polarized much of the European 

1 press behind the Danish newspa- 

| per in solidarity to defend press 

' freedom. 


: Conflict starts 
° The conflict started on Sept. 
130, 2005, when the Danish pa- 
| per, Jyllands-Posten, published 
ї the controversial cartoons. On 
1 Oct, 20, a Muslim ambassador 
‘complained to the Danish 
i prime minister and demanded 
! ап apology. On Jan. 26, 2005, 
$ацд Агама recalled its аш. 


bassador and boycotted Danish 
goods. 

On Jan. 30, gunmen raided the 
European Union delegation office 
in Gaza, demanding an apology. 
On Feb. 1, Die Welt in Germany, 
France Soir in Paris, La Stampa in 
Italy, El Periodico in Spain, and 
Volkskrant in the Netherlands 
published the cartoons. On Feb. 
7, Iran cut all trade ties with Den- 
mark. 

Three cartoonists involved in 
the project, first intended as a 
book for Muslim children to con- 
tribute to integration, have re- 
ceived death threats. We must 
consider that Denmark has a long 
tradition of vigorous, satirical 
cartooning. 

France Soir, in publishing the 
cartoon, said, “Enough lessons 
from these reactionary bigots.” 

In indonesia, protesters at- 
tacked the Danish Embassy. 
Europeans and their diplomats 
received threats in Islamic 
countries. The more the Islam 


іс governments stepped up 
diplomatic and trade pressure, 
the more did the European 
countries closed ranks behind 
the issue of press freedom and 
Denmark. 

The Indonesian foreign min- 
istry, іп a statement after the 
storming of the Danish Embassy 
in Jakarta, said: “It involves the 
whole Islamic world vis-a-vis 
Denmark." Vis-à-vis the trend of 
Islamophobia, the Senate in Pak- 
istan passed a resolution, saying 
“this outrageous and provocative 
campaign cannot be justified in 
the name of freedom of expres- 
sion and of the press.” 


Right to publish 

The European newspapers 
stoutly defended rheir decision 
to publish. The front page of 
France Soir carried the head- 
line: "Yes, we have the right to 
caricature God," accompanied 
by a cartoon depicting figures 
from the Muslim, Jewish, Chris 


tian and Buddhist faiths on a 
cloud. The Christian figure was 
shown saying, "Don't complain, 
Mohammed, we've all been cari- 
catured here.” 

Die Welt reprinted the original 
caricature and its editor in chief 
said: "Ies at the very core of our 
culture that the most sacred 
things can be subjected ro laugh- 
тег” This is in the light of the fact 
that Christ has not been spared 
ridicule by a democratic press. 
The publication of some Western. 
newspapers of “Piss Christ,” of 
the controversial 1989 photo- 
graph of Christ on a crucifix sub- 
merged in a jar of urine (by the 
‘American photographer Andres 
Soriano), caused a furor, The 
“Archbishop of Melbourne led an 
unsuccessful court suit to have it 
banned. The picture did not spark 
a wave of protests among Chris- 
tians. 

French Interior Minister Nico- 
las Sarkozy echoed the views of 
many in the West when he said he 


preferred an “excess of cartoon- 
ing than an excess of censorship. 

Some observers have noted 
that Denmark, a small European 
country, have borne the brunt of 
the Islamic reaction and have 
asked why some key Islamic gov- 
ernments had not been as violent 
in reacting to Denmark as they 
had been to the big nations with 
retaliatory powers, such as the 
United States after it invaded 
Iraq, and France, which has 
strategic interests in the Middle 
East. 


Subservient press 

‘The actions taken by many of 
the Islamic countries stem from 
the fact that they are mostly au- 
thoritarian societies where the 
press is subservient. Their pre- 
sumption is that the press in 
democracies ought to hew close 
to government policy. Hence, 
their diplomatic and trade pres- 
sures are focused on govem- 
ments. 


gas firms to explain price hikes 


cording to the Bureau of Cus- 
toms. 

The only government office to 
make it to the list was the Nation- 
al Food Authority, which ranked 
second. Toyota Motor Philippines 
Corp. took the top spot. 

But the companies contribu- 
tions were hardly enough to help 
the bureau meet its target collec- 
tion last year as it struggled to 
come up with P151 billion in cash 
for most of 2005. 

‘The BOC, which was headed 
by three different commissioners 
last year, only met, and slightly 
exceeded, its 2005 target after it 
was allowed to count non-cash 
collections as part of its revenue. 

Toyota paid P10.79 billion in 
duties and taxes last year, while 
the NFA paid P10.23 billion, ac- 
cording to bureau figures. 

The rest of the top five slots 
were occupied by the three big oil 
companies. Third was Caltex 
Philippines, which paid P7.68 bil- 
lion; followed by Pilipinas Shell, 
P7.39 billion, and Petron, P5.28 
billion. 

Nestlé Philippines ranked sixth 
with P2.66 billion in customs du- 
ties and taxes paid. It was fol- 
lowed by Isuzu Philippines 
(P1.91 billion), Total Philippines 
(P1.71 billion), Fortune Tobacco 
(Р1.60 billion) and Ford Group 
Philippines (P1.38 billion). With 
a report from Leila B. Salaver- 
ria 


plan ... 


ment's responsibility to “main- 
tain, enlarge, expand and bright- 
еп бе spirit of Edsa." 

Aquino was thrust into power 
in the aftermath of the 1986 re- 
bellion staged by Marcos defense 
minister, Juan Ponce Enrile, and 
Ramos, then Armed Forces 
deputy chief of staff 

Calling it a unique "Philippine. 
technology” that талу other 
countries have tried—and at 
times failed—to replicate, Edsa 
"people power" should be pre- 
served, Ramos said. 

"t is the spirit of it that lives 
оп," he said, taking a swipe at 
those who claimed that the spirit 
of Edsa was long dead. 


Spirit lives on 

“Ies not dead. То me, its very, 
very alive and it could be the key 
to a better future for Filipinos,” 
hesaid. 

For the spirit of Edsa to flourish, 
Ramos said the countrys leaders 
should do only four things: Consoli 
date the Philippine team by working 
together to eliminate graft and cor- 
ruption; continue the gains of the 
previous administrations but discon- 
tinue the bad practices; compete to 
win; and clean up the “messy things 
їп government that lead to gridlock, 
unceasing investigations, vindictive- 
ness and disunity” 

Ramos said he had been informed 
that the Edsa People Power Commis- 
sion had submited its proposed 
plans for the 20th anniversary cele- 
bration “about a month ago." 

“I don't know what has hap- 
pened to those plans. Even I am 
scouring the newspapers to find 
out whats going to be my role be- 
cause even | have to make my 
schedule every day,” he said. 

Since nothing had been an- 
nounced yet, he said he had 
"blocked off” the four days of Ed- 
sa on his schedule just for the cel- 
ebrations. With a report from Gil 
C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Most Australian newspapers 
didn’t publish the cartoons. 
They took a middle ground posi- 
tion expressed by the Mel- 
bourne Age editorial. It said: 
“The Danish cartoons were nei 

ther insightful nor effective, just 
stereotypical smears. At the lev- 
el of content, there was little 
justification to run them. Even 
given their curiosity value, such 
material carries a responsibility 
to consider whether the publica 
tion outweighs any like offense 
Having the freedom to publish 
does not mean we must publish 
to prove it." 

However, the same editorial 
said: "Any newspaper ought to be 
offended, by the use of threats o 
violence to dictate what may 
published: an intimidated medi. 
is no longer a free media." 

It concluded: "The reaction to 
the 12 obscure cartoons is ev: 
dence of the deeply damaged ге 
lationship between the West and 
Islam.” à 
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179 in Pasig raid test positive for drugs 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


MORE THAN HALF OF THE 285 
persons who were tested for ille- 
gal drugs following their arrest in 
a drug bust in Pasig City last Fri- 
day have tested positive. 

‘As of 3 pam. yesterday 179 people 
had tested positive for shabu, 11 of 
whom were minors. 


“We still hope that many would 
tum out to be negative,” said Director 
Marcelo Ele, the chief of the Апб-Ше- 
gal Drugs Special Operations Task 
Force (AIDSOTF) which conducted 
the raid. 

A total of 319 persons—composed 
of 260 adults and 59 minors—had 
been arrested in the raid of a com- 
pound of about 40 shanties serving 
as "one-stop shop shabu restaurants" 


‘on E Soriano Street in Pasig City. 

‘As of yesterday, 285 urine samples 
had already been taken although it 
‘was not dear if all the suspects would 
undergo testing. 

Ele said that during Fridays raid, 
the police team invited two council 
men from Barangay Palatiw to wit- 
mess and to sign the inventory of 
dence taken from the site as required 
bylaw 


of Sto. Tomas helped out, according 
to Ele. (The area where the shabu 
center is located is the subject of a 
boundary dispute.) 

Tt was obvious that the center had 


the cooperation of the community, 
the police official said. Ele described 
it as “impregnable,” it even had its 
‘own closed cireuit TV to monitor ће 
people coming in and out of the 
area. 

Following the raid, Pasig City 
Mayor Vicente Eusebio had ordered 
the demolition of the shanties inside 
the compound on E Soriano Street. 

n addition, the 19-man team of 


the Police Community Precinct 20 of 
the City Police had been relieved, as 
well as the entire antinarcotics units 
ofthe Pasig City Police and the East- 
em Police District (EPD). 

The policemen were also sent for 
drug testing to the PNP Headquarters 
in Camp Grame the other day to de- 
termine if they themselves were us- 
ing drugs, EPD director Chief Supt. 
Oscar Valenzuela said. 


MMDA ready for closure of trash dumps 


LOVE was definitely in the air last Saturday as thousands of couples smooched during the 


Lovapalooza kiss fest held at the Baywalk area along Roxas Boulevard. 


томон 


Couples pucker up for kiss fest 


By Tina G. Santos 


SIERRA BASMAYOR, 24, MUST HAVE FELT 
that she was the luckiest girl in the world 
when her boyftiend, Anthony Ng, 25, got 
down on his knees, took out a ring and asked 
her to marry him. 

Ebner Detablan, on the other hand, was 
speechless when more than 20 boys and girls 
carrying bouquets came out on stage as his 
wife, Christine, professed her unconditional 
Tove for him. 

These were among the highlights of the 
“Lovapalooza 2006" kissing festival where 
thousands of couples gathered for a massive 
public display of affection at the Baywalk 


area along Roxas Boulevard last Saturday. 

At the stroke of midnight, they locked lips 
for 10 seconds—longer if they got carried 
away—as the song, “What the world needs 
now is love” played in the background and 
fireworks went off over Manila Bay. 

Similar events were also held simultane- 
ously in Cebu, Davao and Pampanga attend- 
ed by thousands of couples. 

"More than 2,000 couples registered this 
year. We're not beating any record this time. 
We're just building a tradition," said Ging- 
gay Joven, event public relations consul- 
tant. 

Around 800,000 people turned up in the 
four venues, she added. 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


4. The Privatization and Management Office ("PMO"), through its Bids and Awards Committee. 
(РМО-ВАС”), intends to procure the services of a financial advisor FA") in connection 
with the privatization of the 55% of tne share of stock of Philippine Postal Corp. (Philpost) 
under a success fee arrangement 
The Approved Budget for the Contract ("ABC") is FOUR MILLION PESOS (P 4M), to be 
paid by the PMO and chargeable against the success fee which shall not exceed 75% of 
the total sales proceeds from the privatization of the 55% shares of stock of Philpost. 

The fees for the FA shall be payable as follows 


PHASE DESCRIPTION OF 
SERVICES 

Preparation of valuation and 

appraisal repont, information 

memorandum and privatization plan 

Implementation ofthe privatization 

plan, as approved by the the sales proceeds, less he fee 

Privatization Council рак forthe Valuation Phase — | 

The PMO now calls for the submission of Letters of Intent (LOls") from potential bidders to 
apply for eligibility and short listing for Financial Advisor Services. Interested FAS must 
Submit their LOIs on or before 22 February 2006 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, by hand, to the 
Bids and Awards Committee, Privatization and Management Office, 104 Gamboa St 
Legaspi Village, Makati City and secure the Eligibility Documents and Shortlisting 
Requirements therefrom for a minimal fee of P5,000.00. 

Applications for eligibility will be evaluated on a non-discretionary "pass/fail basis. The last 

day for submission of the accomplished Eligibility Documents and Short Listing 

Requirements shall be on the date of the Opening of Eligibility Documents on 27 February 

2008, 10:00 a.m. at the Sih Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Village, Makati City. Only those 

found eligible shall be considered for shor listing and only those that are short isted will be 

entitled to submit bids. 

The PMO-BAC shall draw up the short list of FAs from those who have Submitted 0/5 

and nave been determined as eligible both in accordance with the provisions of Republic 

‘Act No. 9184 ("RA 9184") and its Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A IRR-A") 

The short list of prospective bidders shell not exceed five (5) FAs. The criteria and rating 

system for short listing are: 

a. 30% — General experience of the FA, considering both the overall experience of the 
firm and the individual experience of the principal and key staff, including 
relevant experience of the principal and key staff from previous employment, 

b. 30% — Privatization experience of the FA; 

с. 20% — Qualifications of personnel who may be assigned to the project: 

d. 20% — Dealings of the FA with the Philippine Government. 

‘The passing rate to be eligible is 70%. 

In accordance with the IRR-A of RA 9184, bidding for the hiring of an FA will be conducted 

through open competitive bidding procedures. Only bids from short listed FAS will be 

‘opened, The process for the eligibility check is described in the Eligibility Documents to be 

obtained from the РМО. The contract will only be awarded to the Highest Rated and 

Responsive Bidder, who was determined as such during post-qualification. 

The PMO-BAC shall evaluate bids using the Quality-Cost Based Evaluation procedure. 

The criteria and rating system for the evaluation of bids shall be provided in the Instructions 

1o Bidders to be obtained from the PMO. 

Interested FAs may obtain the eligibility and short listing requirements, and the other bidding 

documents, from the PMO-BAC al the address given below from Mondays to Fridays, 9:00 

a.m. lo 4:00 p.m. The deadline for submission of bids from the shor listed FAs shall be on 

15 March 2006, 10:00 a.m. 

. The PMO/PMO-BAC reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, waive any formality in the 
bid requirements, declare the bidding a failure, annul the bidding process without thereby 
incurring any liability to the affected bidder or bidders, and award the contract o the bidder 
whose bid is most advantageous to the Government. 

BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
4th Floor, 104 Gamboa Street, 

Legaspi Village, Makati City 

Tel. Nos, 893-1640 / 893-7096 / 817-1103 

Fax No. 893-2290 

Website: www.pmo.gov.ph 


FEES 


valuation Natio exceed 


Four Millon Pesos (PAM) 


THmplementation Nol lo exceed 75% of 


(5%) CRISANTA S. LEGASPI 
Deputy Privatization Officer and 


Chairperson, PMO-BAC 
(POI February 138 20,2008) 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


‘THE METROPOLITAN MANILA DE- 
velopment Authority (MMDA) yester- 
day assured residents that trash col- 
lection in the metropolis will not be 
affected by the impending closure of 
two major garbage dumps on Feb. 16. 
MMDA General Manager Robert 
Nacianceno said the agency has long 
been prepared for the shutdown of 
the Navotas and Payatas dumps. 
“Metro Manila will not be affected. 
The people will not feel the closure, 
because we have been prepared for 
this since a year ago, as we already 
knew about the required closure as 
mandated by law,” Nacianceno said. 


Closure mandated by law 

‘The closure is in compliance with 
Republic Act 9003, also known as the 
Ecological Waste Management Act 
which provides for the shutdown of all 
open and controlled garbage dumps. 


Ofthe 7,000 tons of garbage gener- 
ated by Metro residents everyday, 
1,200 tons are dumped in Navotas 
while 1,500 tons is taken to Payatas, 
the MMDA Solid Waste Management 
Office said. 

On the other hand, local govern- 
ments, through their waste segrega- 
tion and recovery programs, process 
1,000 tons of trash. 


Sufficient number of landfills 

“We can easily absorb the trash ... 
We have sufficient landfills to receive 
the trash, because we're basically pre- 
pared ... We have already met with 
[local government units] to discuss 
the possibilities after the closure," 
Nacianceno told the INQumER in а 
phone interview. 

As a result, Metro Manila will not 
experience a repeat of the garbage 
crisis in 2001 when the San Mateo 
landfill was closed, he added. 

Nacianceno said the garbage that 


would have been taken to the two 
dumps will be diverted to the 14- 
hectare Montalban Solid Waste Dis- 
posal Facility in Rodriguez, Rizal, and 
the Clark Development Corp. trash 
facility in Capas, Tarlac. 

Right now, the bulk of Metro Mani- 
la's trash already goes to the Montal- 
ban facility which processes 1,800 
tons of garbage daily from 10 of the 
metropolis cities and municipalities. 

‘Capas, on the other hand, process- 
es 500 tons of trash daily. 

A landfill in Navotas is also set to 
open, he added. The owner, however, 
is still waiting for the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
to issue the Environment Compliance 
Certificate required for the dump's 
operation. 

Meanwhile, the MMDA also urged 
the public to segregate their garbage, 
saying this will reduce the volume of 
trash generated by a household by 30 
percent. 
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4 killed, 11 hurt 
in grenade blast 


By Margaux C. Ortiz. 


FOUR PEOPLE WERE KILLED WHILE AT 
least 11 others, including four children, were 
injured during a grenade blast at the Parola 
‘Compound in Tondo, Manila yesterday after- 
noon. 

Eugene Candilasa, а certain alias Toto, 
‘Alex Laniojan and Randy Gallos, all resi- 
dents in the compound, were declared dead 
onam stie at Andres Bonifacio Hospi- 
tal. 

"The injured, on the other hand, were iden- 
tified as Roger Buhayan, 53; Amelita Aldaya, 
27; Emil Aldaya, 30; Elena Aldaya, 49; Jonald 
Masangya, 38; Jeffrey Jamison, 25; Regie 
Castillo, 23; Jerome Magbanua, 12; Michael 
Gallardo, 10; Amy Diamante, 10; and Arnel 
Aplacador, 4. 

They were taken to the same hospital for 
treatment, according to SPO3 Norman Cristo- 
bal and PO1 Archie Bernabe of the Manila Po- 
lice District Station 2. 

Initial investigation showed that some of 
the older victims were drinking outside their 
homes in the compound when Candilasa, 
alias Toto and Laniojan approached them and 
attacked Buhayan at around 1:20 p.m. 

A brawl broke out between the two groups 
when Candilasa took out a .38 caliber re- 
volver and a grenade. 

Witnesses at the scene suddenly heard the 
grenade explode, resulting in the death of the 
three men who started the fight and Gallos, 
‘who was drinking with the other victims. 

"Most of the people in this area have unli- 
censed firearms for protection or for use in il 
legal activities,” Supt. Rolando Miranda, chief 
ofthe MPD Criminal Investigation and Detec- 
tion Unit (CIDU), told reporters in an inter- 
view. 

The police said that witnesses identified 
the suspects as members of a notorious 
holdup group in the area, 

“We are still determining the motive be- 
hind the attack on Buhayan,” Miranda said. 


METROBRIEFS 


Drive vs illegal vendors 
THE QUEZON City government wil relocate illegal 
vendors who sel their wares along the stretch of 
Commonwealth Avenue. The vendors will be as- 
signed stalls in the public market for which they 
will oniy need to pay P20 daily, according to 
Manuel Buncio, special action group chief of the 
ойуў Department ot Public Order and Safety 
(DPOS). The public market can accommodate as 
many as 1,000 vendors, Buncio said. Earlier, 
Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. ordered a massive 
sidewalk clearing operation on Commonwealth 
‘Avenue—from Manggahan to Litex-Dofia Car- 
men beginning Feb. 16—in line with his "zero 
Vendors" policy along the national highway. The 
вами operations will begin this week after no- 
tices are sent out to the affected parties. 

DJ Yap 


Beware of fake land titles 
THE NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation (NBI) has 
warned the public against syndicates that pawn 
fake land titles for hundreds of thousands of pe- 
sos. itissued the reminder after the arrest of 
Three women who duped a prospective land buy- 
er of halt a milion pesos. "Buyers should imme- 
Gately check land titles with the local Register of 
Deeds to avoid being victimized by these syndi- 
cates,” NBI National Capital Region (NCR) chief 
Ruel Lasala said in an interview. Suspects Yolan- 
da Sibal, Leonida Mangila and Nenita Dinglasan, 
were arrested in a Pasay City restaurant last Feb. 
3 NBI NCR Special Investigator Roberto Divina- 
gracia said their arrest was based on the com- 
plaint of Irma Sicat, of Turing St., BF Homes, Las 
Piñas. According to the victim, Sibal had offered 
to pawn the title to an 8,000-sq m lot she owned 
in Trece Martires, Cavite for PB00,000. Sicat said 
she gave the suspects P500,000 as partial pay- 
ment in December 2003. But when she checked 
with the Trece Martires’ Registry of Deeds, the 
victim found out that the land title was fake. Sicat 
immediately sought the NBI's help, leading to the 
suspects! arrest. 

‘Margaux C. Ortiz 
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hot Giants 


GAME WEDNESDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
645p.m.—Red Buli Barako vs Purefoods 
By June Navarro 


ASLEEP THE PAST TWO 
games, the Giants are now 


awake. 

Purefoods Chunkee pounced on Red Bulls rash 
oftumovers and stuck back with a 103-97 victory 
atthe Cuneta Astrodome last night to avoid a fatal 
0.3 hole in the San Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta Confer- 
ence Finals. 

Noy Castillo, James Yap and Kerby Raymundo 
made the biggest plays as the Giants survived the 
fouling out of Marquin Chandler and moved just 
a game behind, 1-2, їп the best-of-seven champi: 
onship series. 

“Ts nice to have players who have pride,” said 
Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio after the Giants 
made the initial stp in duplicating a feat they 
pulled off four years ago. 

Purefoods was also down 0-2 in the champi- 
onship series before capturing the 2002 Gover- 
mors Cup crown at the expense of the Alaska 
Aces. 

"Theyve been talking about а sweep,” said 
Gregorio, who averted a third straight loss in 
which no team in league history has ever over- 

Villanueva (left) and Celino Cruz. 


E-mail pr. sports(Ginquirer.com ph 
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Welcoat to bare its plans 
THE OWNERS OF THE PRO LEAGUES EXPAN- 
sion side, Welcoat, wil discuss the squad's plans 
in tomorrow's PSA Forum at the main function 
room of the Pantalan Restaurant in Manila. Ray- 
mund Yu and Terry Que, amateur basketballs 
most successful cage partnership at the mo- 
tment, аге the main guests in the pubic sports 
program aired over Sports Radio 918 and spon- 
sored by Pagcor and Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, 
The week session begins at 10 30am. 


еу said we were not making good deci- 
sions in the end, but this time we were able to 
hangon.” 

Unusually erratic, the Bulls committed 26 
tumovers which the foul-saddled Giants convert- 
edinto 26 poins. 

Chandler fouled out off James Penny under- 
neath the basket with still three minutes and 49 
seconds to go. Mare Pingris was disqualified 
much earlier, while Raymundo and Jondan Sal- 
vador had five and four fouls each at crunchtime. 

Yap scored eight points in the fourth quarter 
and Raymundo had a pair of baskets late in the 
period that halted a furious rally by the Bulls. 
Paul Artadi and Salvador also contributed key 
baskets down the stretch. 


SENET 


The New Ford Escape NBX Limited Edition 
You'l fall in love with the performance of the 2.3L engine. But everyone else will be smitten by the dual-tone exterior, dear headlamps, 


past Bulls 


“Ош first two gameplans didn't work but the 
third one had to,” said Gregorio, whose Giants 
hounded the Bulls with a relentless full-court de- 
fense all game long. "The consensus was that Red 
Bull can pressure us every night, why not give it 
тоеп?" 

‘Chandler left the floor after drilling in а team- 
high 26 points and pulling down 11 rebounds. 
James Yap added 17 while Salvador and Ray- 
‘mundo chipped in 14 and 13 points, respectively. 
Bench scoring was also a factor for the Giants, 
‘whose second stringers outscored the Bulls, 33- 
21. 

Penny carried the load for the Bulls with 31 
points. Rico Villanueva, who tried to revive the. 
Bulls with solid incursions in the final two min- 
utes, finished with 25. Lordy Tugade made ай 
of his 14 points in ће first half and was hardly a 
factor in the Bulls offense in the second 

“Tm not really disappointed with the result but 
this will give us something to think about next 
game,” said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao. 

“We're still up one game." 

The sores: 

PUREFOODS 103- Chandler 26, Yap 17, Salvador 14, Ray- 
mondo 13 Castio 193, Pingris В, Аай, Yoe 4, Yap 2. 

RED BULL 97—Pemy 31, Vilzweva 25, Tugade 14, 
Foracler 9, Valenzuela 9, Варзоб, Cruz 3, Нарт 0, Bula 0, 
Robinson O, orion 0, Peni. 

Quarters: 26-26, 54-44, 77-58, 10997. 
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T 
The first time I tried Petron Xtra Unleaded, I drove from Novalichésfo Lucena City. 
Since then, | noticed that my car's engine performed better and my fuel lasted longer: 
So | stopped using my former gasoline brand and switched to Petron Xtra Unleaded. 
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SPORTS 


Red Lions, Lady Eagles stay unscathed 


STANDINGS W L, STANDINGS W L 
Women's basketball 


Men's basketball 

San Beda. 

Far Eastern 

EAC 1 

Ateneo 1 

Santo Tomas 1 1 

St. Benilde 2 
2 
2 
3 


0| Ateneo 3 
i| FarEastem 3 
Lyceum 2 
SantoTomas 1 
Univ.otEast 1 
LaSalle 0 
St. Benilde 0 
EAC 0 


Univ. of East 
La Salle 
Lyceum 


| All games in first round 


FAVORED SAN BEDA PLAYED TRUE TO FORM EVEN AS 
Emilio Aguinaldo College hacked out another impressive win. 
оп the road late last week to stay in the upper half of the 
standings at the resumption of the Home and Away Invita- 


tional League. 


The EAC Generals didnt disappoint their home fans by tuming 
back the Ateneo Eagles, 64-57, while the SBC Red Lions bucked а 
hostile crowd to blast the College of St. Benilde Blazers, 70-57. 
In women's basketball, Ateneo's Lady Eagles trounced the La- 
ду Generals, 88-58, for their third straight win in the only home- 
and-away collegiate league backed by Adidas, the official outfitter, 


and Sunbolt, the official drink. 


"The Red Lions also rolled to their third straight triumph in the 


Magnolia 
lives on for 
title match 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


MAGNOLIA STARS KELLY 


WILLIAMS AND ARWIND 


Santos were in the spotlight for most of Game 4 yes- 
terday but it was RJ Rizada who finally got the job 


done for the Wizards. 


Rizada scored back-to-back baskets in 
the final minute of overtime to lift Magno- 
lia toa 61-57 decision of Rain or Shine that 
forged a sudden death for the PBL Heroes 
Сир championship at the San Andres gym. 

The Wizards again drew stellar games 
from Santos, who logged ín 12 points, sev- 
en rebounds and two blocks, and Williams, 
‘who finished with 11 markers, 16 boards 
and four swats in the low- 
scoring game. 

But it was Rizada who 
ended up as the hero, scoring 
four key points in the crunch 
as Magnolia averted elimina- 
tion for the second straight 
game and extended the title 
series into a winner-take-all Game 5 on 
Thursday. 

Rizada finished with a team-high 15 
points capped by a follow-up of a Santos 
miss and a breakaway layup as Magnolia 
pressed its bid to become only the second 
team in league history to battle back from 
20-2 deficit in a best-of-five series. 

Rizada'sJayup came after Jeff Chan had 


GAME THURSDAY 
(San Andres Gym) 
3p.m.—Rain or 
Stine vs Magnolia 
(Game 5 Finais) 


knocked the ball away from veteran Rain 
or Shine guard Eugene Tan. The 6-foot-1 
enforcer broke the game's last deadlock at 
57, going into the final 32.8 seconds. 

Santos then extended the lead by nail- 
ing two free throws after grabbing the re- 
bound off Most Valuable Player Jojo 
‘Tangkay's айбай from three-point range. 

Former pro Marvin Origuerra sent the 

game into overtime for the 
Painters by scoring on a layup 
for 48-all, with 14.9 seconds 
left. 

Santos hit two free throws 
and then gave the Wizards а 
48-46 lead with a triple from 
just above the keyhole. 

“We just know how to handle the pres- 
sure this time,” said Magnolia coach Koy 
Banal. 

Tangkay paced the Painters with 18 
points and Ortiguerra added 16, but Jun- 
jun Cabatu, hero of the first two games of 
the series for Rain or Shine, was held to six 
markers. 

‘Tanduay was the first and only team to 


men’ side, thanks to another inspired 
Menor, who finished with 18 points, and the hulking Jay-R- 
"Taganas, who had 10. 

‘Carmelo Manding led the Blazers with 11 as they dropped to 


game by starters Roger 


12 па tie with the University of the Eest Warriors and the La 


Salle Archers. 


Gester Ebuen led three other Generals with double digit scores 
against the badly outclassed Eagles. Ebuen topscored with 16, 
John Ronald Valderama chipped in 13, and Nichole Hubalde and 
Mark Du added 10 apiece. 

"Treena Limgenco and Maria Angelica Barracoso tossed in 12 


points apiece, while Katrina Quimpo and Annemarie Gomez 


had 11 each for the Lady Eagles against the Lady Generals. 


MAGNOLIA'S Kelly Williams follows up his own miss off a Rain or Shine double team 


of Marvin Ortiguerra and Jay-R Reyes during their game yesterday. 


blow a 2-0 lead in a best-of five Не series, 
bowing to the Leo Isaac-coached Dr. J 
team late in 1998, just a couple of months 
before the Rhum Masters, then bannered 
by Eric Menk, made the jump to the Philip- 
pine Basketball Association. 

The scares: 


OWN CASAS 


MAGNOLIA 51—Rizada 15, Santos 12, Willams” 
11,Chan8, Valenzuela 5, Jones 5, Misolas 3, Isip 2, An- 
без Co 0. Bombeo 0. 

ВАН OR SHINE 57—Tengiay 18, Origuera 16, 
Созам 6, Malabanan 5, Sagad 4, Ee 4, Tan 2, Ryes 
2. Sa Maia 0. 

Quarters 15-8, 23-19, 34-32, 48-48, 61-57 07) 


Sir, there’s a Cubano in the house 


BEFORE THEY RUN OUT OF TIME, OUR 
amateur boxing godfathers must heed this 
little advice: There's a Cubano in the house. 

His name is Honorato Espinosa, based 
since last year їп Kidapawan, North Cota- 
bato, where he has been quietly but very 
effectively putting in place an amateur 
boxing program for the League of 
Provinces of the Philippines, which counts 
as members over 80 of the country’s 
provincial governors. 

We find it our duty to make this an- 
mouncement after leaming that the bid by 
the Amateur Boxing Association of the 
Philippines to rehire Cuban Raul Feman- 
dez Liranza to coach the national boxing 
team in the Doha Asian Games this year 
has failed again. 

For the record, it was Liranza who 
trained and goaded Onyok Velasco to a sil- 
ver medal finish in the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. 

Tc was, however, the same Liranza who 
proved a dismal failure in the Sydney 
Olympics four years later where the RP 
boxing team he coached failed to land 
even a single pop soda bottle crown. 

Our amateur boxing bosses must've 
been terribly infatuated with Liranza, 
noted to be a severe drillmaster who, 
unfortunately, proved no match to the 
technically superior Juan Fontanils, the 
Cubano credited for having brought to 
‘Thailand boxing gold medals from the 


HOBIE NATIONALS: 
Charlie Clement and 
Norman jaravata of Team. 
Maldita (in photo) topped 
the 9th Mobile | Hobie 16 
Nationals held at the Taal 
Lake Yacht Club in Talisay, 
Batangas. The duo also 
topped the Open 
Championship which 
included six teams from 
‘Australia, Saipan, Alaska, 
the US and Hong Kong. 
The Nationals presented 
byiPOD, MicroWare- 
house, Rudy Project and 
Soluziona, isa prelude to 
‘the 7th Philippine Hobie 
Challenge this month, 


Bare EYE 


last three Olympiads in Atlanta, Sydney 
and Athens. 

Fontanils, who has since been re- 
called to the Cuban national team, had 
openly belittled a team being coached 
by Liranza which the Thais, while field- 
ing only their Class B boxers, overpow- 
ered in the 1999 Southeast Asian 
Games in Brunei. 

‘After the Thai conquest of the RP si- 
monpures in Brunei, Fontanils offered a 
scathing insight into the worth of the RP 
amateur boxers. 

He said Filipinos were strong physi- 
cally, but basically brainless. 

‘To clarify it meant that the RP team, 
drilled to near physical perfection by 
coach Lizanza, was technically inferior, 
if not entirely hollow. 

‘This glaring flaw was again con- 
firmed in the Sydney Olympics, where 
Liranza, to repeat, called the shots for 
the RP amateur boxers. 

‘Well, this is not to again state the main 
fault of our amateur boxing system which 


continues to anchor its program on recy- 
ding. 

Nothing wrong with reinstating winners, 
but the poor practice of the Abap to resusci- 
tate failed fighters and enter them again in 
major international contests should have 
been remedied a long time ago. 

Now, they also want to infli: this tested 
failure on the RP amateur boxing coaching 
suff itself 

з no longer funny that, despite the 
failure of Liranza to deliver, the big bosses 
atthe Abap would not even bother to shop. 
fora benter deal. 

For the record, Liranza had failed to 
show up at the airport last year where he 
was supposed to be fetched by the Abap 
president, who continued to beg for his 
services. 

Maybe the no-show was already a way 
of sending across the message that the 
Philippine amateur boxing team should try 
йз luck with a different mentor. 

Yesterday, the final word came out. 
Cuban Ambassador to the Philippines 
Jorge Rey Jimenez said that Liranza would 
not be able to retum and train the coun- 
пуз amateur boxers for the Doha Asian 
Games and the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

Meanwhile, other replacements are 
being considered. Named as possible RP 
coaches were Cuba's Julian Gonzales 
Cedeno, Julio Mena Torres, Pedro Luis 
Benitez and Sarbello Fuentes Fernandez. 


Nothing wrong with that. Of course, 
we also have no idea if these suggested 
substitutions are tested winners. 

On this note, may we humbly suggest. 
that the Abap hierarchy try to open its 
eyes? 

Repeat: There's a Cuban in the house. 

Honorato Espinosa, who was person- 
ally picked by the amiable Cuban am- 
bassador to the Philippines, should be 
able to cure the glaring technical lack of 
Filipino amateur boxers in international 
tournaments. 

Gov Manny Piñol of North Cotabato, 
main cog behind the boxing program of 
the League of Provinces of the Philip- 
pines, has told us he would be more 
than willing to offer Espinosa's services 
tothe RP team. 

Espinosa, in case the Abap is not 
aware, is credited with having won for 
Cuba its first Olympic boxing gold in 
Munich 1972. He has gone on to land a 
total of 27 gold medals for his country 
from major international competitions. 

He had also under him the great Raul 
Fernandez гапга and Juan Fontanils 
himself, main architect of Thailand's 
success in Olympic boxing. 

Can't the Abap at least call in Señor 
Espinosa for a meeting? 

Or is the Abap afraid this tested 
Cuban maestro would order the staging 
of a national elimination box-off for 
slots in the national team? 


Ravina ahead in Tour 
Pilipinas qualifying 


BALER RAVINA RULED YESTER- 
days Pista ng Pag-Ibig cycling classic 
in Tagaytay City which kicked off 
the qualifying races for the 2006 


"Tour Pilipinas bikathon. 


Ravina docked four hours, four 
minutes and 24.75 seconds for the 
147.4km massed start race and 
gained a big advantage in todays 
second race—a 40-km individual 
time ral, also set in Tagaytay City. 
March McQuin Aleonar was sec- 
ond in 4:06:55.95 and Emil Pablo 


third in 4:07:06.12. 


Rounding out the top 10 in the 


race hosted by Tagaytay City Mayor 
Abraham "Bambol" Tolentino and 
supervised by the Philippine Nation- 
al Cycling Association were 2003 
‘Tour champion Ame! Quirimit, Eu- 
sebio Quinones, Reynaldo Navarro, 
Joel Calderon, Rene Esteban, Gary 
‘Apolinar and Bryant Sepinio. 
Meanwhile, Jaybob Pagnanawon, 
son of former Tour champion Rolan- 
do; Mark Julius Bonzo, son of anoth- 
er Tour ex-titist Romeo; and Ryan 
Angeles finished 1-2-3 in the 21-km 
junior massed start race of a cycling 
festival organized by Tolentino. 
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An overdose 
of basketball 


READER BILL 
Amador once said 

in а treatise on 
Philippine — sports 

that a Filipino ath- 

lete has the capacity 

то beat the worlds 

No. 1 player in ten- 

nis and that a Fil- 

ipino football team 

could be in the 
World Cup and be a. 
contender in re- 
gional meets, too. 

He can also be a contender in other sports 
‘where height is not a factor. 

"We have built a popular, highly fi- 
manced basketball team, idolized the 
stars, yet our strongest PBA selection 
cannot hope to beat even the weakest 
NBA team," he said. 

Amador could be right. 

The late sportscaster nonpareil Willie 
Hernandez started basketball exposure 
on radio, covering the Mica and NCAA 
games in the 1950s in his inimitable way, 
giving his legions of listeners a reason to 
like the sport. Then the television cover- 
age of basketball games followed start- 
ing in the 1960s. PBA games are now be- 
ing telecast in one channel, with the PBL, 
NCAA and UAAP games aired in another. 
NBC games are also telecast on still an- 
other channel. 

Radio and TV broadcasts of basketball 
have been without letup. Basketball is 
now embedded in the people's subcon- 
scious. Itis not hard to notice the game's 
popular appeal. All over the country, you 
see basketball courts even in small 
streets in urban centers. In the provinces, 
young and old play basketball in town 
plazas, vacant lots and even in beaches. 

‘Amador recalled that, one time, while 
he was driving his car along a side street 
in Sampaloc, Manila, he almost hit a boy 
of about 10 years old, who came out 
dashing from his house and onto the 
street as fast as the speedy (Yoyong) 
Martirez, dribbling like Johnny) Abarri- 
entos and executing a layup like Samboy 
Lim. How did this boy learn that? Nati 
rally from the radio-TV telecast of bas- 
ketball games on primetime slots. 

"To stop this fanaticism, Amador sought а 
ban on the Тугайо exposure of basketball 
games, while stressing—lest he be misun- 
derstood — ва he was not proposing a ban 
on the playing of basketball 

"There is no question that basketball is 
the Filipinos’ No. 1 sport, but sports offi 
cials should be reminded that its impor- 
tance should not be exaggerated. 

For example, even without basketball 
in the medal race, the Philippines won 
the overall crown of the 23rd Southeast 
Asian Games by garnering 113 gold 
medals. Basketball was not missed. 

Filipino athletes in other sports had al- 
so performed pretty well. Felicisimo 
"Mighty Mite” Ampon was once the toast 
of the tennis world, Haydee Coloso was 
Asia's former swimming queen, Mona 
Sulaiman was tops in track and field, 
Gabriel "Flash" Elorde was pro boxing’s 
hero: and amateur boxer Anthony Vil- 
lanueva won the country’s first silver 
medal їл the Olympics, accomplishing 
the feat in the 1964 Tokyo Games. 

‘Then we have Eugene Tone, Asia's first 
chess grandmaster; bowling icon Paeng 
Nepomuceno, sprints champion Lydia de Ve- 
ga, amateur boxings Mansueto “Onyok” Ve- 
Jasco, who won the country’s second silver 
medal in the Olympic Games in Adanta in 
1996; billiards great Efren "Bata" Reyes and 
golfers Frankie Mifioza and Jennifer Rosales. 

If we remove basketball from the peo- 
ple's consciousness, the country might 
produce more heroes in other sports 
where height is not might. 

Thave no quarrel with our obsession 
with basketball, but we should accept 
the fact that all players have the decided 
advantage over the Filipino cagers who 
are not meant to be genetically tall. Our 
tallest and best center at present is 6- 
foot-10 Asi Taulava of Talk'N Text, yet he. 
is much shorter compared with his coun- 
terparts from China and Korea who are 
seven footers or taller. 

As Honorio Ybera, a reader based in 
Mexico City, asked: "Why do we continue 
to glorify basketball despite the fact that 
the Philippines has never qualified for 
the Olympic Games since 1972? Why do 
we continue to glorify our basketball 
stars who have not beaten the Chinese in. 
the Asian Games?” 

We must realize we have no chance in 
it, Ybera added. So why are we insisting 
ona sport that promises us nothing? 


Balikbayan golf tour tees off 
LOS ANGELES—FILIPINO IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR 
families ick of ther unique 55460 golf toumament 
today at bang Golf and Country Club. А contingent 
af 90 players from al over the United States and from 
Papua New Guinea are entered in the tournament that 
will take them trom Alabang to Club Malarayat in Lipa. 
City on Feb. 14, The Orchard in Dasmarifias, Cavite 
(Feb. 16); Eagle Ridge, also n Slang. Cavie (Feb. 17); 
Canlubang in Laguna (Feb. 20) and at the Tagaytay 
Midtands in Tagaytay City (Feb. 21). The Friendly. 
Members (FM) Golf Tour 2006 is holding the tourney 
with businessman Fortune Q. Mabasa as chief orga- 
nizer and Ricky L Cobankiat, bureau chief of Tribune 
USA—one ofthe largest lino newspapers In Los 
Angeles—as Manila coordinator. It is backed by 
Philippine Airlines and Century Park-Sheraton hotel. 
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in Ladies 
Fed League 


STANDINGS (win-draveloss-gane points) 
BLUE GROUP: Wack Wack 3-0-0-6, Highlands 2- 
04-5, Orchard 1-0-3-2, Northwoods 1-0-1-2. 
Southwoods 6-0-2-0 
GOLD GROUP: Rivera 2-0-0-8, Sta. Elena 1-0-1- 
2, Forest Hlls 0-1-1-1, Alabang 0-1-1-1 


RIVIERA AND WACK WACK POSTED TM- 
pressive victories to pace their respective di- 
visions, even as defending champion Tagay- 
tay Highlands gained another win at the re- 
sumption of the Ladies Federation Golf 
League in various courses recently. 

Riviera gained an extra point for the sec- 
ond straight match after a 2.5-0.5 trashing 
of a fancied Sta. Elena squad that allowed 
the Silang, Cavite-based team to pull away 
in the Gold Group with 6 points. 

‘The Rivierans had earlier swept Alabang, 
30, in their debut. League rules give a 
bonus point to а team that wins a duel with 
25 or 3 points. 

Wack Wack, meanwhile, remains unde- 
feated in three matches. 

"The Mandaluyong squad followed up à 
big win over Tagaytay Highlands in its frst 
game with victories over Orchard and 
Manila Southwoods to show the way in the 
Blue Group, also with 6 points. 

Highlands was a point off Wack Wack on 
two wins and a loss following а 2-I con- 
quest of Orchard in an away game. 

Ла the week's most exciting game, Forést 
Hills and Alabang battled to a 1.5-1.5 stand- 
ой in Antipolo, Forest Hills first won. the 
high-low match but Alabang evened-up 
matters in the aggregate. The deciding four- 
somes ended in a draw. 


Record high 
for rounds at 
Eagle Ridge 


THE EAGLE RIDGE GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB, 
the country's largest golf complex located in Gen. 
“Trias, Cavite, reached a new milestone last month 
when itregistered 16,118 golf rounds.. 

The new record is 2,027 rounds, or 14 per- 
cent, more than Eagle Ridge's previous high of 
14,091 posted in the same month last year. 

The new mark represents an average of 4,029 
rounds in each ofthe four championship courses 
‘ofthe giant club designed by legends Greg Nor- 
‘man, Isao Aoki, Nick Faldo and Andy Dye. 

Eagle Ridge project director Wini Gob said 
that rounds played by members accounted for 28. 
percent ofthe new record, 

"Things are getting better not justin Eagle 
Ridge but in many other golf clubs, and we hope 
to sustain this in the coming months,” Gob, an 
engineer, said. g 

Eagle Ridge, a joint venture project of Sta. Lu- 
cia Realty and Alsons Lands Corp.; will host on 
Friday several balikbayan groups from the Unit- 
ed States and other cities around the world who 
are taking advantage of the perfec: golf weather. 

Tcalso has scheduled its monthly tournament 
for members on Feb. 18 at its Faldo course. 
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MANNY PACQUIAO AND ERIK 
Morales will be on opposite comers 
again when Brian Viloria and Jose An- 
tonio Aguirre slug it out for the World. 
Boxing Council (WBC) light flyweight 
crown this Saturday (Sunday in Mani- 
la) in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The Filipino ring icon, who gave 
Morales a terrible beating in their re- 
match, also in Las Vegas last month, will 
give the blow-by-blow account of Уй 
паз first title defense to Filipino viewers 
along with veteran boxing commentator 
Quinito Henson. 

Morales is also expected on fight 
night at the Aladdin Resort and Casino 
being the manager of Aguirre. 

Viloria (18-0, 12 KOs) won the title 
from another Mexican, Eric Ortiz, whom 
he dispatched in the first round. 
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SPECIAI 


Pops Fernandez 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


VILORIA (right): Pacquiao on his side 


Aguire (334-1, 20 KOs), a proud 
Mexican himself, is eyeing his second 
world tile. He was WBC mini- 
mumweight champ for nearly four years. 


Wack Wack, Viloria fight pulls Manny, 
Rivieraup Erik into opposite corners 


Solar Sports and RPN-9 starting at 10 
am. There will also be live viewing on 
selected SM cinemas nationwide 

The Viloria-Aguirre clash is an under- 
card to the World Boxing Organization 
(WBO) welterweight tide fight between 
reigning champ Antonio Margarito and 
Manuel Gomez. 

Viloria, who admits to being a fan of 
Pacquiao, said he is drawing inspiration 
from his idol's recent success, 

“His (Pacquiao's) victory over Morales 
inspired me to fight well and show the 
‘world the stuff of Filipinos,” Viloria said. 

The fighter called "Hawaiian Punch” 
was on deck with Henson to annotate 
Pacquiao's recent victory over Morales. 

But for Pacquiao, its not merely a case 
of returning the favor. T havelong want- 
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FiNALS Game 4 


Pureroops vs. Reo Butt 


Fes. 15 (Wed) 7PM 


AT THE ARANETA COLISEUM 


Cigarette 


Government Warning: 
smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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MELAKA, MALAYSIA—VICTOR ESPIRITU POST 
ей an impressive 10th place finish in the 20-km in- 
dividual time trial race here and moved up from 
12th to No, 11 after Stage 9 of the Asian category 
ofthe TM Le Tour de Langkawi here Saturday. 
Espiritu, the Tours former Asian king and one- 
of the three survivors of the Pagcor-Casino Fil- 
ipino cycling squad, checked in 57.31 seconds be- 
hind Koji Fukushima of Japan, who topped the 
penultimate stage in 21 minutes, 14.21 seconds. 


‘Thinking about hair restoration? 
BEFORE AFTER 


The best hairlines are meant to 
е unnoticed! 

We at the Pineda Hair Clinics specialize, in hair 

restoration: Dr. Pineda В a ever Hil trained hair 

transplant surgeon and has done over 4000 patients 

himself: 


We specialize in alr Problems! г. 
+ We reconstruct eyebrows, sdeburrs, moustache 
1 We cover scars on ar bearing areas 
* We recreate natural looking hanes 
1 We restore har on bald and thinning areas 
"Wo use the latest techniques; 
* folicular unt wanspant 
* Mult-inear farine grafts 
$ Upto Sito gus qois in 
* тойук d 
+ Ko bandages ser surgen 
* Patent may shower айе 8 hows 
Our results are: 
+ ген, Martens» аса 
‘your own har 
чок best friend could have been our patient, but you 
wouldn't know because the best hai vansplants go 
‘Unocal Сай лом! 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
Sulle 612 Medical Towers Makati, Rufino Street 
Legaspi Vilage, Makati City 
MANILA 8130691 * DAVAO 2212682 
улугу pinedahai.com 


SPORTS 
Espiritu gains in Langk: 
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Erstwhile 10-running Ali Ahmad Falani of 
Malaysia settled for 22nd place and fell to 12th 
overall 

Espiritu trails another Malaysian, Ahman 
Fauzan, by a mere 24 seconds going into the last 
stage, a criterium race in Kuala Lumpur Sunday. 

Filipinos Albert Primero limped home last in 
the field of 26 and slid from 22nd to 24th in the 
Asian overall race. Bemard Luzon, on the other 
hand, finished 18th and dropped to 23rd overall. 


SPORTSWATCH 
Tagaytay mayor NBC EVP 


THE NATIONAL Basketball Conference (NBC) has 
named Tagaytay Mayor and Batang Tagaytay team 
‘owner Bambol Tolentino as the league's executive 
Мов president. A staunch anti-drug campaigner and 
‘supporter of various other sports like chess, cycling 
and boxing, Tolentino is expected to strengthen NBC's 
regional grassroots development program. NBC 
president Nathaniel "Tac" Padila s happy that the 
‘youthful mayor, who was his batchmate at San Beda 
College, accepted the appointment. Tolentino is host- 

J| ing the fourth leg ofthe Nature's Spring-NBC pre-sea- 
son serias on Feb. 14-18. 


NCA derby at Roligon 

THE NATIONAL Cockers Assocation wil hold a spe- 
cial 7-cock derby, hosted by Ruel Ricafort, JV 
Magsaysay, E. Santos andthe геу Group, today 
and on Wednesday at the 15,000-seat Roligon Mega 
Cockpit in Parafiaque. Regarded as the biggest and 
most durable organization of cv minded sports- 
‘men, the NCA has four scholars at the University of 
the Philippines in Los Bats, Laguna, and 12 thers 
at the Miriam Computer School in Quezon City. 


55 tiffs in Makati 3-cocker 
THE FIRST of 55 fights in a special 3-cock derby at 
the Makati Coliseum kicks off at pm today with B- 
Meg Derby Ace as exclusive sponsor. The guaranteed 
priz is P150,000, said host Amor Salvanera who will 
‘be assisted by the WTJ Group of promoters Lito Orii- 
laza, Rudy Salud and William Co. Last week, the Gary 
3-cock Feb. 15 bet emerged as solo champion froma 
field of 40 entries to win the top prize of P200,000. 
For inquiries, call 896-3545 or 895-6475. The WTJ 
wil also present another 3-cocker at the same venue 
оп Wednesday with a cash pot of P200,000. Entry fee 
18 P5,500. 


GCAP cocker race heats up 
THE BATTLE for the Cocker of the Year title heats up. 
anew on Wednesday as the Gentlemen Cockers As- 
sociation ofthe Philippines (GAP) Cock Derby siz- 
Жез atthe San Juan Coliseum. Main sponsor is Sagu- 
paan Complexor 3000, Current locked in first place 
are three entries with eight points each: JT Emerald of 
Jun Topacio, Papa Sta. Cruz of Benjie Lim and Pol Es- 
trellado and Sagupaan Complexor 3000 of Patrick 
Antonio, The derby will feature more than 70 fights 
and wil siart at 5pm. 
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With the Dermstrate Glutathione Treament lets you revel 

in the glow of healthy and fairer skin. Amazingly, this unique 
antioxidant also happens to enhance the immune system 
and improve your eyesight. 


JOEY DE LEON in varying degrees of hurt, on national television: ^ could never ЕЁ EI GITEN Eee 
so insensitive. ng, ЕЕ umi Ss De Е 


‘Eat’ producers 
take Joey's side 


By Marinel R, Cruz among the 30,000 who had 
turned up at the arena to join 
HERE WILL BE NO the first anniversary celebra- 
" tion of "Bulaga's" rival show 
[ sanctions for Joey Gy ABS-CBN, Wowowee, 


Choa-Fagar is an executive 
“Of course we understand of Television and Production 
what he went through. When Exponents Inc. (Tape), which 
we asked him to avoid talking produces "Eat... Bulaga!” 
about the issue, we only Want ^ Text messages circulated af- 
ed to protect him,” said TV ter the stampede alleged that 
producer Malou Choa-Fagar. Јоеу told viewers of his pro- 
IQumm Entertainment had gram that same day: “Dito na 
sought her reaction to state- kayo; mga buhay ang tao dito 
ments made by comedian-TV (Stick with us; people here 
hostJoeydeleonontheSatur- stay alive).” 
day show biz talk program, “pinigilan ko po ang sarili ko 
‘StarTalk.’ ng isang linggo. Pinagbawalan 
According to Joey, produc- ako ng Eat... Bulaga! Pinagbi- 
ers of the variety game show gyan ko sila. Mahirap pala (1 
“Bat... Bulagal"—where he is kept to myself fora week. Iwas 
one of the main hosts—on asked not to comment on it. 
СМА 7 earlier advised him not. [es difficult),” а tearful Joey 
fo comment on rumors тенше кыд on *startalk.” "Pagalitan 
ing from the Feb. 4 stampede n'yo na ako dahil sinuway ko 
at the Philsports Arena in kayo; tanggalin n'yo na ako sa 
Pasig. programa. Sarili ko ito, pinag- 
Seventy-four people died tatanggol ko (Scold me, fire 
and about 500 were injured SANAT 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


ENTERTAINMENT 


‘Eat’ producers take Joey’s side 


me... Ihave to defend myself).” 
Joey vehemently denied having said 
anything so insensitive. 
“Napakawalanghiya ko naman kung gi- 
nawa ko ‘yun (I'm not that shameless)," 
he stressed, and then challenged his crit- 
ics to present proof that he taunted 


888988099386002899938 
GREENHILLS CINEMAS 


mailalabas kayo. 


оп television)." 


Bid E Ане 
11.00.1.10.3:20, pa 


PROMENADE 


{» rati" for oll! 
NOW озн о мум 


PROMENADE GREENS 
FOR мола: & RESERVATON, PLS. CALL: 721-6726 OR 721-0635 


"Wowoweel" and ABS-CBN. "Kung may viewed the Feb. 4 episode of “Eat... 

hindi n'yo na ako 
makikita sa TV kahit kailan, kahit saan (If 
you can prove it, I will never be seen again. 


Joey was supported by Movie and Tele- 


Vision Review 
and Classifica- 
tion Board (MTR- 
CB) Chair Maris- 
sa Laguardia, 
who said she “did 
not hear Joey ut- 
ter such words" 
when she re- 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2006 


From page А2-1 


Bula- 
gal" 

“| myself received such а text message. 
Ialso got several calls from viewers want- 
ing to know if it was true,” said La- 
guardia. "That's why I checked.” 

Joey cried the most when he said he de- 
cided to speak up after his daughter Jocas 
called from the United States, saying he 
should. 

But his parting shot was vintage Joey 
de Leon: “Nakikiramay ako sa т 
naulila. Pwede kong sabihin sa inyo ... за 
langit, wala pong raffle ticket . Dire-diret- 
зо [lang] kayo.” 
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AND JANE 
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Find out who 
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ON YOUR IDOL NETWORK fr 


For more TV schedules: 

4. Visit www.ClickTheCity.com or 
wap.clicktheclty.com. 

2. Key in CTC TV and send to 2333 for 
Globe and to 225 for Smart. PhP2.50 
per SMS sent. 
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‘Kuya’s’ new guest list is 
intriguing, to say the least. ү 
How can anyone resista peek? |’ 


| METROPOLI j ue. E 
| стт емен О атада 
ped ањ аб [ > 


3: Blood Rayne 
‘Will Always 
Love You 

p 5: Zathura ; 
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RUSTOM 
Padilla: 
frighteningly 
thin 


Congratulations to our very own Christian Bautista! 


1 Asia's Multi-Platinum Pop Idol! . 
Опе night His new album “Completely” is now certified Gold! 


in the PBB We are proud to be your ka-G! 


fish bowl 


By Paul Daza 
Contributor 


RECENT EPISODE OF ABS-CBN'S 
“Pinoy Big Brother Celebrity Edition” 
was a surprisingly engaging, heart- 
tugging viewing experience. With the pall of 
the Ultra tragedy hanging over the network, 
and the show's use of certain elements earlier 
used in GMA 7's “30 Days'—a reality show 
about has-been actors aching for a come- 
back—there were some doubts that ABS-CBN 
could capture lightning in a bottle twice. 
‘Yes, there had been some curiosity about 
who made it to Kuya’s guest list, but would 
viewers want to make the show a nightly 
habit? When the roster was announced dur- 
ing a welcome party at the Baywalk on Roxas 
Boulevard, many must have gasped on seeing 
that the new housemates included sexy ac А 
tresses not known for mincing words, а d Grab a copy of Christian Bautista's 
bleached and frighteningly thin Rustom [f j International Edition Album “Completely” 
ни | {| Available їп CD and cassette from Warner Music Philippines. 
sampling the show at least once? 
What made the earlier celebrity-free Pinoy EN 
Big Brother so compelling to watch was that it Christian 
put a bunch of ordinary Pinoys in a fish bowl je * 
Tor 100 days and required them to carry out Bautista 
tasks that would test their social skills, cre- r 
ativity, ingenuity, and physical 
wess—all for the promise of 
taking home millions of pe- 
REVIEW sosincash and other prizes. 
Would the show’s concept 
work with celebrities, who 
are used to living in a fish 
bowl anyway? As such, 
wouldn't there be something less real about 
their behavior? 
Remaining doubts about the show's enter- 
tainment value very likely vanished during 
last Thursday's PBB, an edition that focused 
оп surprises that Kuya and the housemates 
had lined up for unsuspecting birthday boy 
Christian Vasquez. 
Whether it's because they are good actors 
or they weren't acting at ali, nothing seemed 
phony or scripted about the way the house- 
mates behaved. Internet chatroom favorite 
Budoy spoke emotionally to Big Brother 
about struggling artists whose works aren't 
appreciated, while "Kilabot ng Senado" Kean- 
na Reeves looked genuinely frightened at the 
prospect of having to read a letter aloud. (A 
subtitle naughtily speculated that she was 
afraid the document she had to read was writ 
ten in English. It wasn't.) 
The episode's emotional highlight was surely 
the scene where Christian Vasquez sobbed un- 
controllably in the confession room as he 
watched taped birthday greetings from his par- 
entsand two little boys, and reading letters they 
wrote him, Never before had the actor been so 
emotionally naked in any of his TV or movie. 
roles, and it was easy to forget that Vasquez 
spent nearly every other scene in PBB topless, 
all the while being photographed. 
It was almost anti-climactie when all his 
housemates greeted Vasquez with a birthday 
cake as he left the confession room—there 
was no way they could make him weep like 
his kids had done, But later, when all sat down 
to eat in the pool area, Kuya played a tape of 
Christian's sons reciting their 9 p.m. prayer 


which their dad always recited with them. 
This time из олу Christian who cred; ME SMM MUSIC 
the other housemates did too, as did many PHILIPPINES 
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stories and situations 
like this For in- 
stance, it would be 
interesting to see 
how the show's pro- 
ducers would train 
the spotlight on for- 
mer matinee idol 
Rustom Padilla. With 
his bleached hair and 
frail physique, he 
looks like a carica- 


NOVALICHES б 017110520 ИИ : ET 
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Jative. But its safe to 
THE FUTURE IS FLUX assume that viewers 

тин don't mind the use of 
slow-motion, subti- 
tles, editing and sob 
music, especially 
when these work .. 
as they undoubtedly 
did during the fourth 
episode. 


the show is manipu- 
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*Badlis sa Kinabuhi’ found, ‘Pedro Penduko’ and others still 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


ENTERTAINMENT 


The Cebuano movie is saved from total deterioration; 
Gerry de Leon classics reportedly sighted in Europe 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photo courtesy of Mowelfund 
and Gloria Sevilla 


FILM ARCHIVING ALSO TAKES A VILLAGE, IT 
seems. 
1n 2002, a Cebuano classic, Leroy Salvador's 
“Badlis sa Kinabuhi," was restored through the 
combined efforts of producer-star Gloria Sevil- 
1а, Mowelfund director Nick Deocampo, the Na- 
tional Commission for Culture and the Arts 
(NCCA), Bel Capul of the Philippine Informa- 
tion Agency (PIA) and the Australia-based labo- 
ratory, SereenSound. 
"They succeeded in saving the visuals, but not 
the sound,” Sevilla told INqumem Entertainment. 
"The sound negatives couldn't be restored,” 
confirmed. “I was telling people 
about 'Badlis as early as the mid-1990s. But it 


the funding from the NCCA was ap- 
proved and a year later, it was decided that it 
should be sent abroad since the country didn't 
have the facilities to save the 1970 film. 
“Fortunately, with the help of the Association 
utheast Asian Nations (Asean), ‘Badli 


was quickly tuming to jell 

Ч cannot emphasize just hoi 

archiving is. It is a cultural eme 
As early as the 1980s, 

my Sotto and Lino Brocka 

ing the alarm bells, but 

cali" 


тро азр 
urgent film 


re already sound- 
ly a few heeded the 


Vinegar sundrome 

“Prior to that, Ben Pinga set up the Film Her- 
itage Society” recalled Teddy Co, a film curator 
and a member of the Committee on Cinema of 
the NCCA. “in 1977, he organized the first semi- 
nar on film preservation and among those who 
attended were Hammy and Ernie de Pedro." 

Coincidentally, it was also Pinga 
Sevilla bring "Badlis sa Kinabuhi” to the Berlin 
International Film Festival, where it was exhib- 
ited out of competition in 1970. 

"tt was shown in the Introduction division,” 
Sevilla recounted. "It was meant to ‘introduce’ 
the Philippines to the world.” 

"Badlis" was chosen after it romped away 
with 12 nominations out of 14 categories in that 
years Famas. Sevilla, in fact, won Best 
and co-star Frankie Navaja Jc, Best Child Actor 
that year. 

“АП these reasons make Вай an important 
film worth saving,” Deocampo reiterated. 

Tn the Film Services Section of ScreenSound 
‘Australia, “some 150 hours were spent on 
pairing the negative [of ‘Badlis]... which suf- 
fered from severe vinegar syndrome,” accord- 
ing to a newsletter of the Southeast Asia Pacific 
Audiovisual Archive Association. (To think 
"Badlis" was shot in just two and a half 
days—60 hours! 

The “vinegar syndrome" is the term for “se- 
vere decomposition” characterized by a strong 


ROUNDUP 
Breakup 


LONDON—"Constant Gardener” 
Ralph Fiennes and longtime parer 
Francesca Annis have separated, lawyers for 
Annis said. 

The announcement came after the Mail on 
Sunday that Fiennes had 
had an affair with a Romanian singer. 

“Ms. Annis confirms today that she and 
Ralph Fiennes are to separate,” said a state- 
ment issued Tuesday by her law firm, 
Schillings. 

Fiennes, 43, and 61-year-old Annis met 
while starring in a 1995 production of "Ham- 
let,” in which Fiennes played the title role and 
‘Annis his mother, Fiennes was married to 
“ER” star Alex 
Kingston at the time. 


star 


LOS ANGELES— 


take” by driving a car 

with her infant son in 

her lap, but the agen- 

cy that photographed 

the incident denied her claim that paparazzi 
were hounding her. 

Spears has said a “frightful” encounter with 
physically aggressive" photographers on 
Monday outside a coffee shop prompted her 
to pull out of the parking lot without first 
strapping her S-month-old baby, Sean, back 
into his car seat. 

Pictures published on Tuesday showed 
Spears at the wheel of her , holding 
Sean on her lap, as she drove down the Pacific 
‘Coast Highway in Malibu. Reuters 


Left & right 

LOS ANGELES—Director Steven Spiel- 
berg, whose film about the killing of Israeli 
athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics has 
provoked controversy says moviemakers 
have become much more politically vocal 
since the re-election of President George W. 
Bush. 

In a roundtable discussion with editors of 
Newsweek magazine, Spielberg said he knew 
the film was going to "receive a volley from. 
the right," but he was surprised "that we re- 
ceived a much smaller, but no less painful, 
volley from the left." Reuters 


sour smell. 

‘The newsletter continued, "[Since] the im- 
ages have been transferred onto polyester 
stock... any blemishing can be cleane 
tally ata later date... the challenge now is to re- 
produce the sound negative.” 

"They need P400,000 to restore the sound,” 
Sevilla pointed out. "I told Mowelfund that can 

y daughter Suzette Ranillo 
е. Since its my movie, more 

ialogue and we can recon- 

bject of Pinoy film classics 
abroad, Sevilla shared that another movie of 
hers, “Ifugao,” directed by National Artist Gerry 
de Leon and starring Ef 
ed in Europe. 

^T heard that a Frenchwoman owns it and 
5s unwilling to part with it,” Sevilla said. 
"What I heard was, Ifugao’ is in Germany" 


she 


Deocampo said. “But it could be stored under 
the German translation of its English title." 

“Which was ‘Stairway to the Stars, " refer- 
ring to the Banaue Rice Ten Sevilla 
added. 

“What I know is that ‘Ifugao’ was left in a film 
lab in Tokyo or was lost at 
toms decades ago," Cc 

at is supposed! 


races,” 


y" ended up in France, with another De 
Leon masterpiece “48 Oras,” said Co, because 
Brocka left his vintage collection with French 
critic Pierre Rissient, who is credited for bring- 
ing Brocka to Cann 

The worldwide sez 
continues. 

("Вай sa Kinabuhi"is scheduled for a screen- 
ing at Mowelfund's Aktres: Pelikula at Lipunan 
fim fest at the Gateway Mall on March 18.) 


ch for Pinoy film classics 


ДА? :| 
lost 


ийй Mat Ranito. 
Toe HB ve ce baa he 
Badlis” (1970). 


“gunny...highly entertaining and most enjoyable. a First оғ its kind. 
nothing like this in Pinoy movies before. Two hands up.” 
-Billy Balbastro, Abante Tonight 


“i love the oddball characters in the movie. 
I've not Seen Christopher de Leon 
enjoying his character as much as in this movie...” 
-Єадаг О. Cruz,The Daily Tribune 


{ Christopher de Leon’s acting in the film is } “ ә standout portrayal. 

delightfully creative, fresh and vital. he goes to town with his 
wonderfully loopy portayal, which lends the Film a winning zest and zing.” 
-Nestor Torre, Philippine Daily Inquirer 


*...Simply Funny and a work of a genius. 
All the actors are naturally good and are 
much in their characters like Boyet, Єру, Rico and Paolo” 
-Walden Belen, Manila Bulletin 


MAMAMATAY КА ЗА KAKATAWA! 


Unico Entertainment presents a Crazy Angle Production 


SAAN 
Мазда 


A ғат by Gabby Fernandez 


introducing 


with the special participation oF 


EPY QUIZON , PAOLO CONTIS RICO BLANCO CHRISTOPHER DE LEON 


also starring in alphabetical order 


ANGEL AQUINO RITA AVI 


sound by ANGIE AQUINO € MARK LOCSIN 


production design ROY LACHICA 


produced ру MICHAEL Di 


A КА 


Є CASTRO € JEFFREY QUIZON 


music by MINCO FABREGAS: 
director of photography MIGUEL FABIE Ill 
line producer LORE REYES 


LA JULIA CLARETE RICKY DAVAO TANYA GARCIA MARK GIL 
RHEASOL HIBALLES RIO LOCSIN MICHAEL DE MESA 


introducing KARL ROY 


edited by MICHAEL DE CASTRO 
associate producer SANDY SANTAMARIA 


executive producer TONY GLORIA 


written € directed by GABBY FERNANDEZ 


OPENS MARCH 1 * SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING: DAVAO FEB 27 * CEBU FEB 28 
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Sexiest at the Grammys Кс ee 


йе мал earrings, and Jennifer Love 


Hewitt wore almost no jew- 
N EW YORK—IN THE CATE- briefssheworeunderneathwereclearlyvis. and AA low back. It a м / elry with her white dress. 


gory of Sexiest Dress, Alicia ible. Curly hair and strands of pearls com: had из. = ‘White was ай over the 
Keys and Teri Hatch- pleted her wild-girl look. iorgio Armani made it espe , green carpet. (Yes, sponsor 
| : didn’twant anybody tohaveto cially for me. I feel like a winner Heineken changed the car- 
er vied for the prize at the (CHEER wonder if I wore underwear ог Keys told E's Ryan Seacrest. , pet color from the tradi- 
Grammys. FACTOR not,” quipped Hatcher, a presenter Another sexy пит! * tionalred.) 

Hatcher's plüm-colored dress with at Wednesday night's show. Christina Milian's silver ' Clara had оп a sleek 
lace panels by Jean Paul Gaultier Keys chose a black beaded Ar- top Max Azria Atelier dress with } white gown with metallic 
жаз sheer to the point that the boy- mani Prive gown with a plunging V-neck а peek-a-boo bodice. belt by Alberta Ferretti and 

Fashion plate Gwen Stefan's Ы й Mary J. Blige had on a Cin- 
one-shoulder, ^ animalprint Y derella-like white halter 
gown had a beaded empire ШГ dress. The top of Sheryl 
waist, a necessary detail to > Crows black gown was cov- 
accommodate her pregnant ered with white embroidery. 
belly. With so many different 

Beyonce was one of styles at the music awards, 
the many stars in strapless Buddhist monk Lama Tashi, a 


Ken Еб, M oy y zowns. Hers was bronze NS nominee in the Traditional 
| f with spider-web bea ‘World Music Album category, 
ЁШ y (Я Ubed вава which she wore with big, бап 1 


fit right in. He wore a red 


: 3 gling earrings. monastic robe that went over 
You'll love the delicious surprise 2 M ^ Actress Jenna Elfman was in a > one shoulder. AP 


in every 


HEALING TOUCH 
OF ОУЕ. 
N Co 


^ Sprinkles | 


PROSOURCE EXTRA VIRGIN COCONUT OIL 
The Wellness Touch 


: Я Give someone you love the gift of wellness from the ой of the tree of 
ARANETA CENTER : Ме Sip it pure or rub it pure, ProSource Extra Virgin Coconut 
Ой contains multiple nutrients for а totally healthy body. 


G ешау ААЦ. "rmersPlaza 


> > 
Е E jan, Metro Manila 
у f BEFORE & AFTER TAKING A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE WITH = 17.3768 + Fax: 72: . source compass com ph _ 
THE ZOMBIES, ENJOY DINING LIKE ЧӨ OTHER AT GATEWAY. 
iN WITH OVER 50 WORLD-CLASS RESTAURANTS & FOODSTOPS 


GATEWAY MALL COLISEUM CIRCLE SHOPWISE ARCADE 


&ALI MALL 
Mandarin Oriental Cafe & Deli — Starbucks 


Burgoo Oyster Boy 


Pizza Hut Bistro Tona Blackbeard Seafood Island 


Jani Bor Go Nuts Donuts Chicken Bacolod Inasal 
Max's Restaurant. Me 

Super Bow! Of China Dencios 

BreadTalk Gloria jean's 

pred Padi's Point Wendy's 

Taco Bell Red Ribbon 

Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf Max's Restaurant 


Cibo Sachi Tokyo Tokyo 


Pancake House 

Gerry's Grill 
Cafe Adriatico — " zu 
Duck Duck China Gourmet раза es 
Cafe Havana. Barrio Fiesta 


FOOD EXPRESS istanbul Express Le Coeur De France. 


Gloria Maris 
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By Marinel R. Cruz 


OCK STAR WANNABES IN 

these parts, who dream of 

slugging it out in the phe- 
nomenal reality TV show "Rock 
Star" will get that chance when 
Star World holds Asian auditions in 
April, said a network executive. 

"But our Hong Kong office is still not say- 
ing where in Asian country it will be held,” 
said Sasa Tan Carlos, marketing manager of 
Cable Technology Asia Corp., a member of 
Star Group Limited. 

Last season's "Rock Star" produced by 
Mark Burnett Productions ("The Appren- 
tice,” “Survivor,” "The Contender") and 
aired twice a week on Star World, was a 
worldwide search for a new lead singer for 
top’80s band INXS from Australia. 

‘Auditions for the previous season were 
conducted on six continents, excluding Asia, 
noted Carlos. 

“I think the show's producers were very 

AFTERVA22 


Fighting 
for funds 


More industry leaders 
speak on MMFF shares 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


‘THE FIGHT FOR THE FILM FEST FUNDS HAS 
reached fever pitch. 

Іп а story that came out in Inquinen Enter- 
tainment last week, Leo Martinez, Film 
Academy of the Philippines (FAP) director 
general, accused Vicente del Rosario, presi 
dential consultant for the entertainment in- 
dustry, of manipulating the Sharing Scheme 
for the proceeds of the 2005 Metro Manila 
Film Festival (MMFF). 

Martinez said the move reduced the shares 
of the PAP and the Motion Picture Anti-Film 
Piracy Council, Inc. and introduced two new 
beneficiaries, the Optical Media Board (OMB) 
and the Film Development Council of the 
Philippines (FDCP). 

In an interview with INQuinen Entertain- 
ment last Jan. 10, OMB chair Edu Manzano 
confirmed the impending changes in the 
distribution of the festival funds. “There 
was a letter sent to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo,” Manzano said. “We are requesting 
for the OMB to be given a share of the pro- 
ceeds, to help us in our enforcement activi- 
ties.” 


Unethical 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita issued 
a memo dated Jan. 24 on the new distribution 
plan. Del Rosario's subsequent letter inform- 
ing FAP of the changes was dated Jan. 31. 

In a phone interview, FDCP head Rolando 
"Jacky" Atienza said he was pleased with the 
development. "The FDCP needs funds to pur- 
sue its mandate. The budget allotted to us in 

Appropriations Act (САА) was 
not enough 

‘Asked to comment on Martinez's statement 
that it is “unethical” for local government 
funds, like the MMFF proceeds, to be fun- 
neled to national offices like the OMB and the 
FDCR Atienza quipped: “That's his opinion." 

‘Although he dismissed the protests as “ex- 
pected,” he said he still hoped to “work with 
all sectors in the industry" the protesters, in- 
cluded. 

‘Atienza explained, "The PDCP's job is to ra- 
tionalize and coordinate all initiatives for a 
more effective and efficient use of govern- 
ment resources... It's still possible to work 
with the РАР It has a definite role to play. In 
fact, we encourage its efforts.” 
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“This promo is open to ай Globe (Haodyphone, Prepaid, TM) Smart (Cols, Buddy, Addit & Tak 
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her entry uai 
wn once wühn a scheduled draw. 

омм to 115955PM of that day wal quatly forthe daly draw. 
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Weekly Draws 
pe DRAW DATE 
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11:52:89 PM, Feb 5,2006 Feb 6, 2006 
11.559 РМ, Fob 12,2008 Feb 13,2008 
{1:59:53 PM, Fob 18,2006 Feb 20,2006 
Grand Draw 
DATES COVERED Deas of Entries DRAW САТЕ 
Jan 23 - Fab 19,2006 00839 PM, Fob 19,2006 Feb 29,2006, SPM 
Piizes are not converte io cash but are transferable. Al prizes are taairan. Prizes uncaimed 
red fried, 
down by Uno Mabie, winessed by a OPC and a DTI representative. 
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Text ШКА REG <name/address/age/gender> 
to 2851 (Globe) 2951 (Smart) or 2851 (Sun) 


to register for the promo. 


Once registered, every ШКА request qualifies |. 
as one raffle entry. More entries means you 


У] have more chances of winning! 


As an added bonus, every 5th 
LUK4 request is free! 


\ 


Keep texting 
LUK4 and get a 
chance to win any 
of these prizes: 
50 winners of 
P500 load daily, 
| winner of 
P10,000-cash 
weekly, 
3 winners of iPod 
Videos in the 
Grand Draw! 
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Fighting for funds A Officers of the Anti-Piracy Councilarealso ATI will be 


protesting the reallocation. 
weececcee sees cee sees cee 


1 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13,2006 


phone interview: “Del Rosario has no righ 
He never consulted the council. ] never 
him in our meetings in the past two years." 

As for Del Rosario's claim that he quit his 
post as the council's president to avoid a “con- 
flict of interests,” Camaligan said, “He re- 
signed only last Feb. 8 after our group sent the 
letter to the President.” 

Camaligan said all of the council's officials 


in Filipino, the councils memo echoed Mar- А 
tinezs letter to the President dated Feb. 2: Bayani 
"Del Rosario does not represent, and is not 

recognized as the spokesperson of, the local Fernando 
film industry.” 


Ina leter sent to the President ast Feb. 6, heard 
> 
| А nd 


the council denounced its "injustice." Written 
S ASSOCIATION" 


B 


Ric Camaligan, vice-chair of ће council vows signed the letter. 


and first vice president of SM Leisure Inc. 
(which operates SM Cinemas), said in a 


Last Friday, Atty. Espiridion Laxa, chair of 
the FAP and the council, and Rolly Josef, chief 


of staff of Metro 
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impressed with the 
overwhelming inter- 
est that the show 
generated in Asia 
uring the first sea- 
son,” she said 

Early speculation 
is that the next 
паи wars LOVE YOU : M S sail efor à 

rues 

replacement for the 
late Freddie Мег. 
сшу front man of 
the legendary British 
тац wars LOVE YOU rock group Queen. 
7 ec "Network execu- 
num d : | tives ае tight- 
норе oY HE DER? lipped, said Carios 
“Bur they have an- 

i пошкей that the 
mew season will car- 
ту the same format 
and пп for 26 
episodes." 

She added that 
last season's hosts, 
Brook Burke and 
Dave Navarro, will 
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TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE OPENS FEB. 15 d ose 

ol" Judging 
based on viewers 
SMS votes as well as 
ratings given by 
members of the fea- 
tured band 

The winner will 
join the band on a 
worldwide concert 
tour and collaborate 
on the groups new 
album. 

Last season's win- 
mer is Canadian JD 
Fortune, The 11- 
week search ended 
їп September. For- 
tune is now touring 
Fi with INXS. 


Fortune figured in 
FATE MADE HI A WARRIOR, COURAGE MADE HIM A HERO 
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the title with Ameri- 
| Distributed by 


‘The Pink Panther diamond is missing... 
And the worlds greatest detective is solving the case 
‘one mistake at а time, 
RUMOR HASIT 
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Love at first sight in the movies 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2006 


AS: 


THIS VALENTINE WEEK, LOVERS 


and film buffs are looking for ro- 
‘mantic movies to stoke their ro- 
mantic feelings. Some heartfelt sug- 
gestions of movies on the wide- 
ranging vagaries of love: 

SLEEPLESS IN 
SEATTLE. Woman 
whos just gotten 
engaged (Мер | 
Ryan) hears a wid- 
cower ona call-in ra 
dio show (Tom 
Hanks) — talking 
about his departed г 
about his depone SLEEPLESS in Si 
obsessed with meeting him, con- 
vinced that he may be her destiny. 
Directed by Nora Ephron. 

SUNFLOWER. Story 
of a woman (Sophia 
Loren) who searches 
for years for her long- 
lost lover (Marcello 
Mastroanni). Directed 
by Vittorio de Sica. 

JU DOU. Compelling 
drama by Zhang Yi- 
mou tells the tragic sto- 
1y of a young peasant 
whos forced to wed an 
old factory owner, and 
has an affair with his 
nephew. Stars Gong Li. 

GONE WITH THE 
WIND, Civil war drama 
focusing on vixenish 
Souther belle Scarlett 
O'Hara (Vivien Leigh) 
and her great love 
(Clark Gable). 

ANNE НАЦ. 
Woody Allen's autobio- 
graphical love story 
with incisive insights in- 
to romance, relation- 
ships and fame. Diane 
Keaton plays title role. 

AN AFFAIR ТО RE- 
MEMBER. Cary Grant 
and Deborah Kerr in a 
shipboard — romantic 
‘comedy that turns into 
а heanfelt drama dur- 
ing its New York City fi- 
nale. 

TWO FOR THE 
ROAD. Beautifully act- 


Hepburn and Albert Finney) stop- 
ping to reminisce about their 12 
Years of marriage, and uying to save 
their union. Perceptively directed by 
Stanley Doren. 

CASABLANCA. Nightdiub owner 
(Humphrey Bogart 
finds old flame (In- 
grid Bergman) and 
her husband, an un- 
derground — leader 
(Paul Henreid) ina 
dead-end, wartom 
diy during World 
War Two. 

А MAN AND A 
WOMAN. Moving romantic drama 
by Claude LeLouch about a young 
widow and widower who fallin love, 
with Anouk Aimee and Jean-Louis 


ваце 


1 
4 
1 


remarks about the ways men and 


women view each other. 


THE FRENCH LIEUTENANTS 
WOMAN. A scandalous romance be- 
tween a gentleman and а tainted 
woman in Victorian England is con- 
(таей with a contemporary affair 
between the actor and actress who 
are playing those roles in a movie. 
With Meryl Streep and Jeremy 


U. Torre ч # 
2 SAIL 
‘Trintignant playing the lead roles. 
Intelligent script, winning perfor- 
mances, innovative camera work 
and direction. 

WHEN HARRY MET SALLY. Ro- 
mantic comedy set in New York City 
about а man and a woman (Ву 
‘Crystal and Meg Ryan) who have a 
great friendship, and struggle to 
keep it from becoming a romance! 
Full of witty dialogue and knowing 


Irons. 


failed loves. 


The most unforgettable 
love songs. 
One unforgettable singer. 


A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE. 
Marlon Brando and Vivien Leigh in 
а tragic drama about failing and 


А FAREWELL TO ARMS. About 
the ill-fated WWI romance between 
an American Soldier and British 
nurse, based on Ernest Heming- 


ways novel. 

DOCTOR ZHIVAGO. Russian po- 
et-doctor (Omar Sharif) marries an 
aristocrat (Geraldine Chaplin), but 
falls in love with a politicized nurse 
(ulie Christie). Based on Boris 
Pasternaks epic novel. 

THE BROWNING VERSION. 
Michael Redgrave is moving as a 
schoolteacher who realizes he's а 


failure, with an unfaithful wife and a 
mew teaching position he doesnt 
мап, 

MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION. А 
drunken playboy (Robert Taylor 
mends his ways and becomes a re- 
spected surgeon in order to restore 
the eyesight of a woman Grene 
Dunne) he blinded in an auto acci- 
dent. 

‘GHOST. Patrick Swayze is killed, 
and tries to wam his grieving girl- 
friend (Demi Moore) that shes in 
danger too. 

WAR OF THE ROSES. The saga of 
a marriage that goes sour, to say the 
least! Michael Douglas, Kathleen 
"Turner and Danny DeVito star 

Have a love filled Valentine's Day, 


RAYMONP/LAUZHENGCO 


with guests 
Ms. Menchu Lauchengco-Yulo 
and Ms. Ayen Munji-Laurel 


February 14, 2006 at the Rockwell Tent. 


У анир, 


Show begins at 8:30 рт 
Musical Гатау Jun Latonio 
Sing: Deen be Roxanne Lapus 


Tickets at Php 1,500 (Paton) and Php 2,000 (VIP) 


"Cocktails for VIP ticket holders from 7-820 pm 


vilae st TieketWorkd oe contact 0919-6810552 
For the benefit of the House of Refuge Foundation 
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Romancing under the Stars ея 
at the Roof Deck №) 
Special Valentine Dinner for two at P 3,800++ э 


Two glasses of toasting sparkling wine, while wine for starters and red wine 
io accompany the main course, a complimentary photograph of the couple, 
а long-slemmed red rose for the lady, а box of chocolates fo take home and 
waived minimum charge for the couple at ihe Valentine's Dance Party. 


°ў 9 


Valentine’s Dance Party 
at Sampaguita Room E 


P 750+++ minimum consumable charge per person 


‘Swing lo the rhythm on this тарса! night. Ваг will be serving the best 
‘cockiais to accompany the selection of savory pice pica. 


m 


29— 
Café А! Fresco 
Special Valentine Dinner for two at P 2,900+++ 


| Tempura Misono " 
| Special Valentine Buffet for two at P 3,6004 
Both Valentine's Dinner Specials come wilh a complimentary glass 
of sparking wine for two, a ong-stemmed rose for the ledy. а box 


‘of chocolates and waived minimum charge lo the Valentine's Dance 
Party. 
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|. 2702 Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City. Metro Mania, Philippines. 
Phone: 833-1234 


Hindi sexy. 
Hindi pretty. 
. Hindi mahinhin. 


Hindi mo mapipigilang siya’y mahalin. 


‘Ito ang kuwento ng isang babaeng 
babaguhin ang kahulugan ng kagandahan. 


— 
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Lunes - Biyernes 
4; Pagkatapos ng StarStruck 


Asianovelas 
of Asia 


he Hea 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


pnxm Е ComucRelie паев at arte@ingurercom.ph MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2006 


FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


paste 
Wal, WS not Tm SURE MEY rr 7 

ЖЕ THEY Ch outs YOU HEAR WHAT , BAKIT SA AKIN OPPOSITION 
vii CARTOONSTS asco Id Peor nn АМТ, Мо |E/MIBIATA MG, AKO, EL 


Do WHEN THEY THER DEADUNES JOKES SET THEY KEEP SAID ON “CARSON” 


2 
UNTIL HeY ASIDE To USE || т UPDATED.. LAST МОНТ? MUG DEADLY STAITFEDE : 
IN A PINCH (С) : 


CÀ 


MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


ме HARDNAIL'S LITTLE JOKE.SHE ) — 759^] 
KNOWS NO ONE HERE CAN WRITE 


BABY BLUES. BY JERRY SCOTT 


и: VST YoU AND ME IN А QUET LITLE. WHATS THE 
Lue oco cnr | | coek име, cames, OH, MOOCHIE, WILL You 


DNNE AT A FANCY BE MY VAWENTINE? 


PESTAURANT? THERE To 


THINK ABOUT) 
? 


Ране rM зиям: JIM nNoLoncer Чер Гм SACK, 
B. гм неке FOR |80654. I Just SAID емвуснер Амр EN- 
THe RUNE. IM Swami B. LicuteneD 84 Lifes 


DAHIL HINDI MAABOT NG 
DEBOTONG UNANO ANG ESTATWA 
NI ST. MICHAEL ARCHANGEL, 
LANG ANG HINAPLOS NYA 
NG PANYO 


YUNG ESTATWA NI LUCIFER NA 


Нокоѕсо! MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
PE ANAK, MABUTING MAHILIG „АМА, MATUTO КА RIN SA 

E у MAGDA-POWNLOAD МАМАМ 

SA NATURE, PERO SANA “ACTUAL. PARA Yuné МФА 

— ee ATOT qe ee py | 

YOU BORN TODAY: You have os of energy: People е te be around рог Беа i t Кри Uarbyaemand. PICTURES MO WAARA У. MGA ЕР LUMULUNDAG 

ing freedom for yourself, you awaken this spark in others. Major changes are possible in the year ahead, perhaps YUNE HANGIN, SUMISIPOL 
Sifilarto 

Birthdate of. George Segal, actor; Stockard Channing, actress; Peter Gabriel, musician. 


‘ARIES (arch, 21 to GEM (ay 21 m 120 Quy 23 o Aug. 
€ AS AS you besa @ Жа: Takes ae ce ee 


this week, give some the move! Many of you next year, many of you 
thought to what you re- are changing residences will enter a completely 
ally want to be when you ог changing jobs again. new sandbox. It will be 

grow up. You know its time to ing Dort resist this; just go with the а whole new world and might even 7 

your song! flow. (You always do.) require a different wardrobe! z 


LY Gs Book Colecon вые a Ga aa ng Pacereimii branches at Chunky Far lung Gallery sa Cubeo X1 B4 


e TAURUS, (April 20,to CANCER (June 21 to VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Oft eerie 
May 20): It's very im- July 22): You're starting Sept. 22): Из time to = 

огап: for you to solidi to get quite serous NE MR зат to dismance much Ce ETIN де, 

E your anchor in the ‘bout your job now. You of what you created BRN DS OR Mud Черле араа РОМ 

World. You need to es- want to find meaningful Since the early "90s. Go 

sew а ome base for wok Dep down, youre queslo rough Ses cupboards, 

yourself where you can feel secure ing alot of basic values. garages, basements and апіс. TT 
for you and your loved ones. = End 


Е LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
Daty C 22): This Ба powerful 
LY CROSSWORD time of your life. You see 
what’ works; you see 
What "doesn't work. 
‘ACROSS Make the best use of this chance по 
1 Part ofa door accomplish what you want. 
“frame 
Б) 
S: Cbe for 17A, SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
308, 42A and Now. 21): Youre really 
IN Moris im your own [her голаса men га sowanie sme f) 
M Ps тзп tom. the next few years d Д ism ue prose, 7 
лот willbe atime of harvest! < 
15 Zap we ig “The seeds you = 
16 Pat of Asa the past will now come to тонне] { aca sien мя каш 
Mror ) оз тонов. Ju 
17 See A 


20 — "King? Cole SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 


Ere] io Dec. 20): You see the 
Das you wan 10 
22 Way o go Sehieve, but youre not 
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31 Two toppers ls CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


ВЕ; to jan, 19): femen 
36 Gol gadgets E X) might change jobs now [ SCARLET, GI МАШУ PACOVI PARE SA LABAS 27 
S1 Gondes al or diminish thair contri- Д Я ИРУ Руд SA 3 
7 Baton о you. bork | ANE CHAMRING BOKER A Pinoy... Sooboo ViMby Z, 
за Рейтиг mony “Тїз only | М fILIPMAS -J 
2 See SA strengthens’ you? resolve and puis сыз 
47 Rubber tree 5 Short fy ball you back on your own resources. 
= 5 баз 
«меми 7 Jelled meat 
fos 0 етан 
РЕ 8 ort 
Peden 10 Rinawey 
51 Ch ioa vay 
share 11 Apprehensive 
sa possesses Te Meal 
ice pet, ovas 
59 Cuse move 1з Across Bates 
So Unesumcod 18 Pizza feaure 
e2 See eh 19 Singer Bonnie 
БЕЗ 23 Daly етт 
Greene ^ e west 
®М отоло. 25 Hesione 
fen 
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Many of you 
had difficulties with re- 
lationships recently, be- 
cause you're starting to 

take your power. For 15 years, 

you've been lying low. Now you're 
going to deal with your external 

World in style! 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


PISCES, (Feb. 19 to чү 
IM March 20): in the year NOI, (AE WHEELS á 
67 Starintyra 27 CPR specialist ahead, continue to work МЕР ONG EOYFRIENO 
Dimos нуш hard. this is your testing 
бё Web page Mle negetwe time. И you keep u 
ae з mE with this hard won 
ло Субот 30 Harvest. 43 Held ist расе 52 Have on (which seems overwhelming at 
pale daos 44 Leavesa siage S6 Look a times), you will succeed! 
Sé Bowel sufix 45 Мамо Monican  — iascvousty 
DOWN 35 Scorch peope ва отоло 
a Crouse Van 39 Unknown John 46 Puceiscund 59 Нар do wrong 
Балте 40 Cookleseling  4lFooishess 80 Kind of sick? 
2 Shadeofbue о 48 Acela operator 61 Test 
S Joffspanrer 41 Unagh ate 80 ged agan Оез 
A Life ies? sushibar За fhb {64 One Gabor 
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Кешш 
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E Es 71 Му Funny Valentine! 
acess "Tho Comedy of REX NAVARRETE 
Premiere FiAm funny man 
Is back to give you loads of laughs! 


North Edsa « February 17 Megamall February 24 | 
Southmall + February 18 Baguio - February 25 


SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 10 
February 14, 2006, 8:00 PM 
Froo LOWER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
4(one) Rex CD + med. Popcom & Drink! P 500.00 
Free UPPER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
1 (one } med. Рорсот & Drink for — P 300.00 


Available at the following SM Cinema Snackbars: 
Megamall, North Edsa, Southmall, and Baguio 


‘Camm Ge Ont 52 Е even 


BIG SCREEN! NO COMMERCIALS! 


BRIAN VILORIA JOSE AGUIRRE. 
“THE HAWAIIAN PUNCH” VS ` "EL JAGUAR" 
February 19, Sunday 
8:00 a.m. 
LIVE Via SATELLITE 
Les Vegas USA 


Watch the Hawaiian Punch defend his WBC title. 


НЫ ЛИТ 


Falrview 4176811- North Edsa 9244274 + Southmall 8066888 - Megamall 6331901 
Manila 5239240 Pampanga (045) 9637681 Cebu (032) 2313876 - Davao (082) 2976998 
оно (033) 3209422 Sta. Mesa 7161416 San Lazaro 7862488 « Valenzuela 2933917 
Molino (046) 5026487 - Baguio (074) 6197838-39-41 


Watch the unbeatable Jet Li in his last martial arts picture! 3% 
FEARLESS 
ev 


SNEAK PREVIEW ON FEBRUARY 13 & 14 
AT REGULAR TICKET PRICES 

Manila, San Lazaro, Sta. Mesa, North Edsa, Megamall 
Southmall, Bacoor and Fairview 


PEA) rd = 
REGULAR SHOWING ON MARCH 1 B > 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


AYALA MALLS 


Lovenall! 


AYALACENTER 


cores н 


AYALA CENTER 
СЕВО 


At the Activity Center 


ALABANG 


GLORIETTA TOWN 


Luxury Motor Show. 
February 10 to 12, 2006 


Ayala Greenbelt's Chocolate Festival 
February 9 to 11, 2008 1 
| 
‘Repertory Philippines presents. 
ILOVEYOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE 
at КЕР“ Globe Theater = 
February 17 to 49, 24 45:26, March 3 to 5, 10 to 42, 2006 


AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


Photo World Exhibit. 


Visayan Nazarene Bible College's 
February 9 lo 14, 2006 


Anniversary Celebration 
February 10, 2006. 


Come & view the 
20th:ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 
For Inquiries, please сай 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. 


‚ Ayala MUSEUM’ 


AYALA CINEMAS 


Reserve your seats by texting SURESEATS GB3 or SURESEATS G4 to 2333 (Globe) or 211 (smart) 
as flog ch to wm. sureseats com for web reservations. 


Movie schedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729 7777 
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3É THE NEW WORLD 
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MUNICH 5 
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т WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


FEBRUARY LOVEFEST 2006 5 
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ENEW WORLD 
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2 FIREWALL 

t pun WITH DICK AND JANE 
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BLOODRAYNE 
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DON'T GIVE UP ON US 

Saw 2 

1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
i UNDERWORLD 2 


METRO MANILA 


MUNICH 


1 BLOODRAYNE 


saw 2 
FIREWALL 

FEBRUARY LOVEFEST 2006| 
NEW WORLD 


3; FUN WITH DICK AND заме) 


UNDERWORLD 2 


| BLOODRAYNE 


FEARLESS 


FIREWALL 
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FEARLESS 

NEW WORLD 

ЗАМ 2 

UNDERWORLD 2 
MUNICH 


(3 RESERVED 


SN SUPLRCENTER SUCAT 


1'NEW WORLD 


FIREWALL 


UNDERWORLD 2 
FEARLESS 
NEW WORLD 


5 FIREWALL 


WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 


7 FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


|i ir wit aLways Love You 
: UNDERWORLD 2 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


LITTLE MANHATTAN 
RESERVED 

1 wiu ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
ZATHURA 
UNDERWORLD 2 


SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
1 FEARLESS 
MUNICH 
UNDERWORLD 2 
BLOODRAYNE 
FIREWALL 
NEW WORLD 
EDU 
MUNICH 
2 BLOODRAYNE 
FIREWALL 
NEW WORLD 
tirEARLESS 
FEBRUARY LOVEFEST 2006] 
ZATHURA 
WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 


UNDERWORLD 2 


FEARLESS, 
FEBRUARY LOVEFEST 2006| 
FIREWALL 
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BLOODRAYNE 
z WILL ALWAYS LOVE Yo! 
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Promo period: February 10 to 14, 2006 
For оң РУ nau иЗ move eta 2 opem. 

i Stoner ens FREE gt umor дю ay көз 
Sany you сй po ttn AVANCE ке мейш ih. 
Коал рвать only 


ome 


ттш CINEMA 


FIREWALL 


‘THE NEW WORLD 


"Customer Service text otine; 
Customer Service text hotline: 


‘Alabang Town Conter - 
‘Ayala Center Cobu ~ 


5 iwi auways Love YOU 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE | 


REAL WARRIORS 


FUN Wi 


DICK & JANE esie 


VILORIA vs AGUIRRE 


Champ Jose Antonio "EI Jaguar" Арте for his frst Ме defense 


FEBRUARY 19, SUNDAY 8:00 AM 
at the All-Digital-Sound GLORIETTA 1 CINEMAS 


ла ORAA 


For Inquiries, pls. cal 899-4254 28 


0217 6095900, 
Glorietta - 752 7272; from 10am to рт 
Greenbelt- 757 4853; rom Чат fo ати 


342 2782: trom 10am to 8pm 
1032) 251 5342 loc 324 


Л АЛАЛАЛАЛАДАДАДАДАЛАЛАДАЛАЛАДАДАДАДАДАДАДАДА 


All-Digital Cinemas 


Free Seating Cinemas: P90.00 


(1) FEARLESS (Sneak Preview) 


(2) FUN WITH DICK & JANE 


MARKET! 


(3) THE NEW WORLD 


The fwn is in the finds 


(4) FIREWALL 


(5 1 


WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 


E EN. а 
Feb. 18, Saturday, 4pm 
Mer Fam М 
Saturday, арт 


*Promo applies only to 24/7 Text Unlimited P150 & P50 loads. 
“Free Call Time and Unlimited Service apply to local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts. 


Load 24/7 Text Unlimited and get 
as much as 4 hours of free calls. 


finother first from the network 

that started the Unlimited Service. 
Switch to Sun and express yourself more! 
February 10 to March 10 only. 


See flyers for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 0637, Series of 2006. 


MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 13,2006 
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The NO. 1 Bs 


Computer Magazine 
in the Philippines. 


mereasemtineda 
periormance with integrated 
d Graphics meda, 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | ІВ: p 


E-mail: pr_business@Inguirer:com.ph 
‘Website: wwww.ing7money.net 


Gtarentoramaiinet IE ny 
ThinkCentre ТЬе за 
a p co 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo 
Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


“Text us your feedback: inquirer biz name/agelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Charter change seen crucial to ratings upgrade 


INGUIRER MONITOR 


Figures that matter in our nation's Ме 


Personal consumption slows down 

Despite a surge in overseas remittances to $10.85 bilion In 2005. 

оон а рисот барекен THE PHILIPPINES MAY MERIT A ONE-NOTCH SOVEREIGN CRED- 

comprised nearly0 percent al the country's gross domestic Produc. it-rating upgrade from one or two global rating agencies as early as 
T the third quarter of this year once a clearer Charter change path 


эш As uncertainty on fiscal front eases 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


Gee 9313 97$ shapes up, investment banking giant Credit Suisse predicted. 


GDP* Ё 
Remittances $ 


1,145.79: 1,204.53 


In a report titled "Philippines: Let’s Do the 
Cha-Cha" dated Feb. 1, the bank said a Char- 
ter change was bound to happen—either 
through a long-winding congressional debate 
that ‘could reach the Supreme Court or 
through a People's Initiative that could be 
held as early as this May. 

As the government proved its resolve to 
shore up its bleeding finances with the in 
crease in the value-added tax rate to 12 per- 
cent from 10 percent, Credit Suisse said the 
uncertainty on the fiscal front was abating. 

“investors over the next two quarters are 
likely to then turn their attention to the pro- 


“We foresee limited political risks over the 
next six to nine months and remain bullish on 
the Philippines,” Jha said. 

‘The bullish assessment assumes, however, 
that the government would meet expected 
revenues from the VAT reform program. Oth- 
erwise, Credit Suisse said a sovereign rating 
upgrade may not come until next year. 

"The most significant downside risk that 
we foresee on the fiscal front is that VAT rev- 
enue collections come in below target from 
April onwards,” the bank said. 

Tr noted that the first two months of the imple- 
mentation of the VAT rate increase in February 
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STOCK MARKET 


cess and timing of Charter change to create a and March were likely to be prone to teething 
parliamentary form of government,” Credit problems and reliable VAT revenue data may Е 
Suisse analyst Sailesh Jha said in the report. CHARTER/B2 


Gov't drops plan to raise import duties 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


| Maricar D. Tolosa PDI Rosos 
рва 


WHATS INSIDE 


_ Greggy t Ricky 
e /В5 


Manila Water 
spared from 
paying'06taxes /В14 


UTTETEESEEEEE 
(ee stock market raporton Page 88) 


Stocks to consolidate 


CONFLICTING SIGNALS SENT BY THE 
‘world’s two most influential credit-rating 
firms may prompt the local stock market to 
consolidate this week as investors wait for 
clearer signals from other credit watchers, 
STOCKS/ B3 


recommendations of a high-level tech- World Trade Organization and of bilat- 
й nical working group, including main- eral and regional trade agreements; 
MALACANANGISEXPECTEDTO KEEP taining the existing tariff regime. bringing them down in preparation for 
import duties at current levelsasa com- “The (working group) also suggest- full free rade, and maintaining current 
prehensive review of tariffs winds down ей to hold the next review in 2009 in- rates for a sudden drop once free rade. 
and as free trade agreements near full stead of making reviews for every two- isin effect," the source added. 
implementation in 2010. year periods,” the official said. "The official said multilateral lend- 
According toa source at the Cabinet- ^ ‘There are always three options dur- ing institutions had been urging the 
level Committee on Tariffs and Related ing a review—raising tariffs which is government to spell out a clear tariff 
Matters, the СТАМ had carried all ће difficult considering the thrusts of the соут/вв 


NNNM NS 


"Providing our patients with precise and accurate diagnosis meant acquiring expensive state-of-the-art ("m4 
medical equioment like MRI scanners and Gamma cameras. We needed a financial solution that required 
minimal cash outlay at the start, while allowing us to spread our payments over a longer period. 
BPI Leasing helped us decide.” 

Dr. Cenon R. Alfonso 


President and CEO 
UST Hospital 


BPI LEASING: 


YOUR WISER 
OPTION. 


If you prefer low initial cash out and longer flexible payment terms for your equipment 
needs, then BPI Leasing is the wiser option. 


Because profits may be realized through the use of an asset rather than its ownership. 
Leasing makes it possible to obtain equipment, cars and the like without having to draw 
upon existing funds or having to raise new capital. 


To learn how leasing can work best for you, call the best, BP! Leasing Corporation, 
at 845-5630 and 816-9261 


& BPI Leasing Corporation 


The Leader in Leasing. 
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Public sector debt climbe 


PHILIPPINE DAILYINQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


to P5.5T as of Sept. 2005 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRYS OUTSTANDING 
+ public sector debt (OPSD) inched up 
to Р5.5 trillion as of end-September 
last year, as the national government 
and state-owned firms continued to 
borrow money to cover their budget 
^ deficits. 

Data from the Department of Fi- 

‘nance showed that the latest 
OPSD—the combined liabilities of 
the national government, govem- 
ment-owned and -controlled corpora- 

з tions (GOCCs), social security institu- 
tions, government financial institu- 
tions (СЕ) and local government 
units—was 0.2 percent, or P9.4 bil- 
lion, higher than the P5.49 trillion 
recorded as of end-June last year. 

But while the debt figure grew, the 
expansion had started to decelerate. 
‘The P5.5-trillion OPSD as of the third 
quarter last year was equivalent to 
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105.3 percent of the country's gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

The OPSD-to-GDP ratio stood at 
107.8 percent as of the end of June 
lastyear. 

According to DOF figures, domes- 
tic debt accounted for P1.9 trillion of 
the OPSD, while foreign obligations 
had the bigger share of P3.6 trillion. 

Of the OPSD, liabilities of the na- 
tional government stood at P4 tril- 
lion, or 3.3 percent higher than the 
P3.9 trillion recorded as of end-June. 
‘The national government's debt was 
equivalent to 77 percent of GDP 

"The rise in the debt of the national 
government resulted from the increase. 
in the volume of government securities 
sold to domestic investors. The nation- 
al government had to finance a deficit 
of P146,5 billion last year 

But DOF projections showed that 
the national government debt-to- 
GDP ratio would record this year its 
first drop since 2001 amid a 
tightening budget deficit. 
The national government 
debt-to-GDP ratio is estimat- 


ed to fall to 74.1 percent this year. 

The Arroyo administration has 
adopted a fiscal reform program, un- 
der which the national governments 
deficit should drop to zero by 2008. 
With a zero deficit, the DOF said, the 
national government expects its debt 
levels to decline. 

Debt of monitored government- 
owned and controlled corporations 
reached Р1.5 trillion, or 0.9 percent 
higher than the figure recorded as of 
end-June. 

The increase in the debt of state- 
‘owned firms was accounted for large- 
ly by the growth in the liabilities of 
the National Power Corp. (Napocor) 
and the National Food Authority 
(NFA). 

Debt of social security institutions, 
including pension fund managers 
555 and GSIS, reached P13.6 billion, 
or 19 percent higher than the P11.4 
billion as of the second quarter. 

Debts of GFls stood at P1.5 trillion, 
or 3.9 percent lower than the second- 
quarter level, GFIs include the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas, Land Bank of the 
Philippines, Develop- 
ment Bank of the 
Philippines, ete. 


NEWS OVER THE WEEKEND HERALDED 
the peso's climb to 51.48 to the US dollar as 
the markets closed last Friday, its highest fin- 
ish since August 2002. The new high was at- 
tributed to the upgrade by Standard and 
Poor's of the country's credit ratings outlook 
from "negative" to stable." 

Meanwhile, the local stock market has been 
ina generally upbeat mood since the year start- 
ed, although recent movements indicate a mod- 
eration of the bullish mood. On the bond mar- 
ket front, spreads on Philippine government 
bonds have been tightening, and have been re- 
duced to less than half their level last year. 


Improved confidence 

know that last statement is Greek to many 
of my regular readers. For the many who have 
asked me to write in even plainer English than 
already try to do, this means that people lend- 
ing money to the Philippine government by 
buying its longer term IOU notes are more will- 
ing to take a lower interest on their money. 

"The "spread" refers to the additional inter- 
est fetched by those IOUS on top of usual ref- 
erence rates. A common reference is the inter- 
est paid on US Treasury bills, because these 
are widely considered “safe” investments in 
the global bond market. 

Higher spreads indicate that people consid- 
erit riskier to lend to our government, there- 
by requiring a higher yield on their money to 
compensate for the additional risk they are 
taking (the "risk premium"). 

Well, this spread has narrowed from last 
year’s 485 basis points (that is, 4.85 percent- 
age points on top of the rate on US Treasury 
notes), down to 205 basis points (2.05 per- 
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Mandarin Oriental Hotel 
After the program, you will be able to: 


Do you find 
yourself 
saying 
"YES" 


Mandarin Oriental Hotel 
After the program, you will be able to: 


soon? 


Main Office: Lower Ground, David 1 Bullding, 887 Shaw ВМ. Mandaluyong City 


7034 | 724-5823 | 723-4894 
PU BLOGS, SOK д NAT AVE COR. MALUGAY ET MAKATI CTY 


When you say, 


"MOVEIT" 


Do they move? 


March 7-9 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


After the program, you will be able to: 


+ Appreciate the impact and benefits of having 
a strategic HRM 

* View human resource management as part 
of the organization's strategic process 

* Discover how strategic human resources 


can actually make an impact on the long-term 


success of the organization 

* Assess the current state of human resource 
management within your organization 

+ Identify areas of improvement to make your 
human resource management more strategic 
in scope 


* Focus on critical areas in developing strategic 


human resource management. 
+ Develop action plans to align human. 


sesource management with the organization's 


competitive posture, business strategy and 
overall direction. 

* Link your approved compensation and. 
incentive programs to the company strategy 

+ Invite and select the right people that fit 
into your strategy and direction 

* Develop your training and career 
development programs from a strategic. 
perspective 


Ifyou want us to customize a program for 10 or more of your people, 


Guthrie Jensen 


CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT. 


AOA 


EASTER RESULTS] 


* Understand that half of the battle is won 
through proper planning and preparation 

* Carefully gauge and manage the risk in the 
negotiating table 

* Gain the upperhand even from a weak 
position 

+ Formulate successful negotiating strategies 
that will enable you to arrive at a win-win 
agreement 

*Use negotiating power to compel your 
counterpart to reduce their demands 

+ Defend your opening offer with credibility 


* Equip yourself with complete information to 


avoid unpleasant surprises 

* Get as many concessions as possible from. 
your counterpart while giving away as little 
as possible in return 


* Overcome intimidation, bluffing, ultimatums, 


lying and other pressure tactics of your 
counterpart 

+ Determine the right way to use Power and 
Pressure as tactics in negotiations 

* Manage the situation with your team 


* Use negotiation as a means to develop lasting 


relationships with your counterpart 
* Avoid deadlocks 


* Gain the leader's mindset needed to be a more 
effective part of the management team. 

* Understand how leaders successfully make 
the transition to higher responsibilities 

+ Discuss the multi-dimensional tasks, roles 
and responsibilities of a leader. 

* Accept the accountability that goes with 
leadership positions 

* Discover a balanced and flexible leadership 
style 

* Develop effective communication techniques 
when relating with superiors, peers and 
subordinates 

* Motivate people towards greater 
performance and achievement 

* Develop a sense of power and authority 
along with credibility 

* Learn decision-making skills which will 
firmly establish leadership positions 

* Coach and counsel employees to get desired 
results 

+ Learn to use discipline as a problem-solving 
tool 


simply call us and we will gladly design one for you! 


For inquiries & reservations, call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ or Tessa 
at 892-7559, 816-1610, 894-0445 or 892-7041 
or log on to www.guthrie-jensen.com 


IE Glass Tower Bldg, Carlos Palanca Jr. Sty Legaspi Village, Makati City 
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d Bullish markets, empty pockets 


No Free LUNCH 


Cielito E Habito 


centage points). This implies that there's 
greater confidence that the government can 
pay up on its debts. 


Life getting worse? 

All these could be seen as good news, as 
they appear to indicate a positive view on our 
economy's general outlook. 

Tt means that people both in and out of the 
Philippines are putting more stakes in the coun- 
try by keeping more of their money in the form 
of pesos or peso-denominated financial assets 
like stocks in Filipino companies and Philippine 
government bonds. This implies that they must 
believe the economy is headed for better times. 

In the case of government bonds, it means 
at the very least that people out there believe 
in the government's improved capacity to pay 
back its debts, period. This can but need not 
reflect their expectations on the general out- 
look on the economy; after all, lenders simply 
care about getting their money back. 

On the other hand, other indicators tell us 
that life is getting worse for Filipinos, The Social 
‘Weather Stations’ (SWS) hunger index reached 
a record high of 16.7 percent in December. Its 
self-rated poverty index climbed to 57 percent 
in the fourth quarter of 2005, a big jump from 
the 49 percent posted in the third quarter 

AC Nielsen reported a recent decline in con- 
sumer confidence from where it was in mid- 
2005. Certain indicators of health, nutrition and 
education (e.g. dropout rates) have reportedly 
tumed for the worse in most recent data. 

Many other casual indicators and anecdo- 
tal evidence point to a general feeling that the 
average Filipino may have become worse off 
compared to a year ago, and does not expect 
things to get better soon. 


Glaring ‘disconnect’ 

In short, the financial markets may be 
booming, but people's lives may be worsening. 
Further highlighting the contradiction, the 
governments statistics on the fourth quarter 
performance of the economy reported a high- 
er-than-expected economic growth rate in the 
fourth quarter of 2005. There is, as some ob- 
servers put it, a glaring “disconnect” between 
the financial markets and the macroeconomic 
data on one hand, and the real economy and 
people's economic well-being on the other. 

Do the financial market players out there 
know something ordinary Filipinos don't? 

‘One can begin to understand the contradic: 
tion when we realize that the supposed "good 
news” isn't exactly all that good. For example, 
Thave already explained that the strong peso 
is good news to some, but bad news to others 
(“Stronger peso: good or bad?" NFL, 1-9-06). 

A strong stock market is obviously of no direct 
benefit to the multitude of Filipinos, as itis main- 
ly those with savings and excess purchasing 
power who can afford to invest in the stock mar- 
ket and benefit from its upswings, Record remit- 
tances may infuse our economy with much need- 
ed foreign exchange, but behind this may be 
greater hardship that has driven more Filipinos 
to seek employment abroad—as data indeed 
show a significant rise in OFW deployments. 

‘The lower-than-programmed government 
budget deficit was obtained at the expense of 
lower allocations for vital social services espe- 
cially health and education. 


Foreign funds 

Closer study also shows that our bullish mar- 
kets are mainly responding to the surge in global 
funds flowing to the region as a whole. In “Un- 
warranted gloating" (NFL, 11-21-05), 1 ex- 
plained why there is simply too much money out 
there looking for a place to go, leading to the rush 
of funds into the whole region—and certainly not 
just into the Philippines. Our market isso tiny rel- 
‘ative to the magnitude of those footloose funds. 

Little wonder, then, how we can have such 
bullish markets amid empty pockets. (Questions 
and comments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu) 


Charter ... koe 


thus only be available from April onwards. 

With the focus shifting toward forming a 
parliamentary form of government, Credit Su- 
isse said it believed the risk of Congress being 
dissolved could rise. It said the timing of the 
dissolution of Congress could be as early as the 
third quarter of this year and a transitional 
parliament could be put in place subsequently. 

"The process may face headwind at times and 
may create jitters in financial markets, but these 
are likely to be short-lived,” the report said. 

Credit Suisse had drawn up three scenarios 
оп how a Charter change could be invoked, 
but noted that the easiest path was the most 
unlikely to happen: 

* In the most optimistic scenario, both the 
House of Representatives and the Senate vote. 
to approve the bill; 

+ "The House of Representatives posses the 
bil, but the Senate rejects it. The Senate then 
goes to the Supreme Court, claiming the bill is 
‘unconstitutional, As a result, the Supreme Court 
issues a temporary restraining order (TRO), asin 
the case of the VAT bill in June 2005, Eventually, 
the Supreme Court could lift the TRO, deeming 
the bill egal, and the Charter change is done; or, 

‘© The Charter change is passed thrqugh а 
People's Initiative. 

"We believe a People's Initiative may be one of 
the important avenues for implementing Charter 
change. A People's Initiative is analogous to a ref- 
erendum and has to be requested by grass roots 
organizations and not either chamber of 
Congress," the report said, noting that the ruling 
by the Peoples Initiative on the Charter change 
may supersede that of the Supreme Court, 
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Gov't drafting rules to regulate cooperatives; public hearings se 


By Michelle V. Remo tives in the country, a move aimed. 
at shaping up delinquent cooper- 
THE GOVERNMENT IS SET TO ativesand boosting microcredit. 


issue rules governing coopera- The National Credit Council 


NEXUS 


AUTOMOTIVE 


ANew Automotive Brand of Light Commercial Vehicles 
(SUVs, Pick-Ups, 4x2s, 4x4s, Vans), Trucks and Buses 
which will soon be launched invites applicants for 


DEALERS 


for the following key areas: 


Quezon City (Commonwealth, Quezon Ave., Balintawak,Libis) 
‘Mandaluyong (Shaw Blvd., EDSA),Fort Bonifacio Global City 


Roxas Boulevard, Alabang „Marikina 
Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Legazpi 


llocos Sur, Ilocos Norte, La Union, Baguio, Dagupan, Urdaneta 


Tarlac, Cabanatuan, Pampanga, Isabela, Cagayan, 


Tacloban, Mandaue 
Cagayan de Oro, Davao and Zamboanga 


Dealer Applicants must be villing to invest in full dealership facilities. 
You may email your Letter of Intent and Company Profile 
to management@apc.ph or fax to 886-6553. 
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(NCC) of the Department of Fi- 
ance and the Cooperative Devel- 
opment Authority (CDA) has 
started a series of nationwide pub- 


lic hearings to discuss the draft 
Manual of Rules and Regulations. 

“The lack of prudential rules 
and regulations has been identi- 


ina statement, 


fied as one of the major reasons 
for the many failures in the credit 
‘cooperative sector,” the DOF said more than half have failed or are 
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‘The DOF noted that of the over 
700,000 registered cooperatives, 


no longer operating. 


Exporters earn P135M 
from holiday decor fair 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCALEXPORTERS EARNED ABOUT 
P135 million or $2.6 million during 
the global trade fair for holiday decor 
and products for festive occasions 
held last month in Frankfurt, Ger- 
many. 

‘The Center for International Trade 
Expositions and Missions, which or- 
ganized the Philippine participation 
in ChristmasWorld 2006, said the 
combined functionality and quality 
design of local firms’ products drew 
the attention of European buyers. 

Citem said this years eamings 
from ChristmasWorld were up 58 per- 
cent from the $1.6 million earned in 
2005. 

Eleven companies joined the Frank- 
fart fair along with at least a thousand 
exhibitors from 39 countries. 

They include Balasi Export; Buena 
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PBCOM LAUNCHES Two UITFS 


PBCom Signature Trust Fund 


I is an open-ended Peso-denominsted Unit Investment Trast Fund which 
derives income from investments in fixed-income instrament such ax goverment 
secutis, marketable securities, and other пае investment outlets allowed 
by the Bangko Semral ng Pilipinas. This product is offered to individuals, 
corporations, institutional accounts, and other business entities. The minimum 
amount of participation is P 50,000.00. 
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Mano Crafts, Inc; Craftsite Export 
Company; L&A Designs; Liman De- 
signs; Magellan Manufacturers Mar- 
keting Corporation; Philippine Con- 
corde Trading Corporation; Philip- 
pine Treasures Inc. Sally's Crafts; 
Sanport Craft International, and; Sar- 
ilinlikha Novelties. 

Trade Assistant Secretary Fe Ag- 
oncillo-Reyes, who also heads Citem, 
said the Filipino firms took advantage 
of the country’s reputation as a rich 
hub of natural materials such as co- 
conut palm wood, narra to volcanic 
ashes and rainforest vines. 

Reyes said buyers always looked 
for products with new design, specifi- 
cally new design applications using 
natural materials and products that 
are functional. 

"The holiday decor industry's com- 
petitive advantage lies in the inherent 
creativity of the Filipino manufactur- 


‘The invewors bay units of participation based on the Net Asset Value Per 
Unit (NAVPU). The ases arc priced daily on а marked-to-market basis since | 


the Fund's launch on August 4, 2005. 


PBCom Winner Dollar Fund 


e an open-ended Unit Investment Trust Fund denominated in U.S. 
dolls. This product is designed primarily to invest in fixed-income instruments, 
Such as government securities, time deposits, and other investment outlets 
allowed by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. The PBCom Winner Dollar Fund is 
available for participation by individual, corporate and institutional investor. 
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ChristmasWorld earnings up 5896 from 2005 


rs,” she said. "We are well positioned 
to niche on design-oriented, function- 
al lifestyle products." 

Reyes said bestsellers during the 
show were Philippine-made wire 
Christmas trimmings and ornaments; 
Christmas decor trimmings, votives 
and cone trees, paper mache gift box- 
ез, Christmas tree trimmings and vel- 
vet decorative boxes, angels made of 
sinamay and abaca, and nativity sets. 

There are more than 2,000 local 
firms engaged in the holiday decor in- 
dustry, employing about 50,000 
workers and 250,000 indirect work- 
ers. 

Manufacturers and producers of 
Christmas/holiday decor are widely 
dispersed throughout the country es- 
pecially in areas where there are 
abundant raw materials such as Bicol, 
Quezon, Pampanga, Cebu, Negros, 
and Manila. 
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“The investors buy units of participation based on the Net Asie Value Per 


Unit (МАУРО). The asset are priced daily on a marked-to-market basis since 
the Fund's launch on September 21, 2005. 

PBCom's Trust Group is 2 team of skilled and profesional fund experi 
who invests the clien's money in а diversified mix of safe and high-yielding 
fixed-income investment instruments. PBCom is onc of the oldest banking 
institutions in the Philippines, having been in business for the lat 68 years. I is 
ksown as a bank with a Jong-sanding, proven track-record in the Geld of 
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We share the same vision for building dream investments whose structure provides peace of mind. 


kinds of investment needs. UITFs are offered in a wide range of fund types: 
Dollar in a variety of minimum amount of contributions. With over 60 UITFs 


‘goal, time horizon and risk-reward appetite. And with teams of expert investment managers 


from the country’s leading banks, you can trust them to optimize the return on your money. 


Do you share the same vision? Ask your bank about Unit investment Trust Funds today. 
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Greggy + Ricky 


IT LOOKS LIKE GREGORIO 
"Greggy" Araneta Ш has gotten his 
groove back. 

It was not so long ago that 
Araneta had to let go of the fami- 
ly's Ayala Alabang residence in fa- 
vor of a bank; now, the Marcos 
son-in-law has resurrected and ac- 
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quired a new spread in Forbes Park. 
no less. 

Neighbors were surprised to see Greggy frequenting 5 Intsia Road, 
the former home of BLTB heiress Dolly Potenciano, only to be in- 
formed by the household staff that the Marcos son-in-law had indeed 
acquired the 1,915-square-meter property. 

‘Araneta, through an intermediary, denied having acquired the Po- 
tenciano house, adding that he never even knew that the house was 
forsale. 

But, according to a neighbor, the Marcos son-in-law had also ex- 
pressed interest in acquiring the neighboring lot, at 3 Intsia Road, 
telling the property owner, the Silverios, he wanted to join the number 
3 lot with his newly acquired number 5 property. 

The number 5 Intsia property was foreclosed by Allied Bank from 
the Potencianos after financial troubles crippled the family's pioneer- 
ing bus company. 

Tt was not clear how much the Lucio Tan-bank finally disposed of 
the Potenciano property, which has a 40-meter-long pool. It had been 
‘on the market since 2001. 

At an ongoing average price of P40,000 sqm, the Intsia lot 
alone—neighbors incidentally include former Manila Rep. Mark 
Jimenez and architect Gerry Contreras—would be worth P76.6 mil- 
lion. 

The Ayala Alabang property, on the other hand, is, at a sprawling 
6,909 sqm, one of the choice real estate that Chinabank has been un- 
able to unload also for some time now. 

The asking price is a steep P127.38 million, and Chinabank is said 
to be now considering breaking up the property into six lots for greater 
marketability. 

Meanwhile, Greggy’s good friend and nearly brother-in-law, polo 
player Ricardo “Ricky” Silverio Jt, has a real 
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pressing need to find a new home. 

According to the grapevine, Ricky’s Tus- 
cany condo has been foreclosed by Ricky’s 
former business partner and polo buddy, Ban- 
co Filipino’s Albert “Bobby” Aguirre. 

The threat of eviction was what apparently 
prompted the troubled son of Toyota pioneer, 
now Bulacan Mayor Ricardo Silverio Sr, to 
take over the Urdaneta Village house of his 
dad while the old man was away for the 
Christmas holidays. 

Shocked at the brazenness and the 
bizarreness of his son's latest behavior, the 
older Silverio has even gone to the extent of 
pleading with Ricky's wife and friends to pre- 
vail on his 57-year-old son to seek medical 
help. 

Instead of a doctor, Greggy lent one of his 
trusted lawyers to help Ricky fight his 76- 
year-old father and his second wife, Rep. Lor- 
ha Silverio, to cash out his inheritance now. 


HP Smart Ofico 
Solutions 


Mall in legal mire 

‘THE PLANNED SM mall in Sto. Tomas, Batan- 
gas, has been caught in the political and 
courtroom fight between Gov. Armando 
Sanchez and the camp of former Justice Sec- 
retary Hernando Perez. 

The SM Group has, for all intents and 
purposes, acquired nearly two hectares of 
land in Sto, Tomas from the property own- 
er, who happens to be the incumbent gov- 


F UNIVERSAL CONNECTIVITY. 
UNIVERSAL EFFECTIVENESS, 


THE HP STORAGEWORKS USB TAPE DRIVE THAT 
CONNECTS TO ANY SERVER OR WORKSTATION. 


HP STORAGEWORKS 
DAT 72 USB Extornal TAPE DRIVE 


"Php 34,500 


‘os on more senes wih mesi USB 20 pig ond cencecty 
‘Saves ne and money wh зв casy setup taking iess tun 60 scans 
SA capocny 72 GB on a ge биз сиз" 

A vos ки 23 GU] 

HP Sorgen Осе Виза Disaster Recovery (OBORY: Ress your 
эни system at he tech а мо he sed s spem dels or 


ernor, 

Unfortunately, the property was bought by 
Sanchez, long before he entered politics, from 
the Dimayugas, who happen to be staunch 
political allies of his rival, Perez. 

Perez's former chief of staff, Chona Di- 
mayuga, is now claiming that the road lot 
frontage is not part of the property sold to 


The words first plug-and-play server back-up solution is now available at о special 
discounted price of PhP 34,500. An ideal back-up solution for small servers ond 
workstations, the HP StorageWorks DAT USB Tope Drive combines the low-cost 
reliobility of DAT tope drives with the universal plug-and-play capabilities of the USB 
2.0 interface. The perfect balance of capacity, performance and simplicity, И possesses 
broad compatibility with o wide range of servers, operating systems ond back-up 
software. Save time and money with this dependable entry-level back-up solution 
Another smart innovation by HP. 


Sanchez, a claim the governor finds prepos- 
terous since he never dealt with the female 
lawyer in the sale at all. 

The Dimayuga seller, unfortunately, has 
been confined for some time now in a reha- 
bilitation center, with the facility’s director 
refusing to allow the patient to testify, de- 
spite а court order from Judge 
Hermenegildo Lacap. 


Panasonic gets toast 

AFTER stopping the local assembly of TV sets 
in 2004, Panasonic Manufacturing has also 
decided, effective June, to stop making oven 
toasters, electric irons and electric stoves in 
its Taytay, Rizal plant. 

“This decision is due to the continuing 
decline in the market share of said prod- 
ucts and the (in)ability of the company to 
cope with the unabated increase in raw ma- 
terial prices,” Panasonic said in a state- 
ment. 

The good news is that the Taytay plant 
remains Panasonic's regional export base 
for window-type airconditioners, as well as 
for the manufacture of refrigerators and 
washing machines for the domestic mar- 
ket. 

As for TV sets, Panasonic now simply im- 
ports them from manufacturing affiliates in 
Malaysia and Japan, with the latter supplying 
the higher-end LCD models. 


Snail mail gets crawling 
WHAT'S happening with the Makati central 
post office? 

From Jan. 18 posting, it took the mailman 
three weeks to deliver Citibank credit card 
statements to a Legaspi Village building, less 
than a kilometer away. 

Because of the delay, the credit card bills 
were delivered past the payment deadline. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE ESTRANGED wife of Antonio Garcia, 
Leah Orosa, now based їп California with her 
kids, has contacted a local lawyer in her 
planned childsupport case against the 
Chemphil chair. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdslnet or cock- 
tales pdiyahoo.com) 
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Also avaliable: 
HP Stagione DAT T2 USB let Tape Ds Pop 30.500 


HP STORAGEWORKS 
DAT 40 USB Externcl ТАРЕ DRIVE. 


"Php 32,000 
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"Celebrate Valentine's early with the Love 


HP Proliant promo! 


FREE dinner for two at Shonrgila Hotel with purchase of on 
HP Proliont ML110 or МИ 50 server + 2 hard disks at least 7208) 


+1 DAT USB lope drive. 


FREE iPOD 512M8 Shuffle wiih purchase of HP Prolion! МІЗ50 С4р 


ог ML370 or 01380 


server + 2 hard disks (0 leas! 7268] + 1 DAT USB оре drive. 


HP STORAGEWORKS 
'ULTRIUM 232 ТАРЕ DRIVE 


""Php 92,340 
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ог (632) 867-3557 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


EH. LL. BUSINESS 
Uniwide, Suy Sing OK lease agreement 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


THE UNIWIDE GROUP HAS 
agreed to lease out its supermar- 
ket business to Binondo-based 
wholesaler Suy Sing Commercial 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13,2006 


Wenphil gets 
new 20-yr 
franchise 


'WENPHIL СОВР HAS BEEN 
granted another 20-year ex- 


wide receiver Julio Elamparo told 
the INQUIRER, 

Elamparo said that with the 
lease agreement, Uniwide would 
“effectively cease its supermarket 
operations” which have suffered 


А lease contract signed last 
month, he said, would allow Suy 
Sing to operate Uniwide supermar- 
kets in Caloocan, Coastal Mall, Las 
Piñas , Novaliches, Sucat and Tarlac. 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTE-INFRASTRUCTURE The arrangement will raise for 


Cebu Саро, Cebu Chy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Province of Cebu, through its Bids and Awards Commitee-Inrastructure. 
TBAC-INFRA), Invites contractors registered with and classified by the 
сне Contractors Accreditation Board (САВ) to apply for eligibilty, to 
Ба forthe hereunder contract 


Name of Contract — Proposed Construction of Daanbantayan Roro Port 
Location Maya, Daanbantayan, Cebu 

Brot Description ^ Consiruconof Rol On-Rol-OIf Port 

‘Approved Budget 

19те Contract  P14,999,598.45 

Coniraci Duration 180 Calendar Days 


Prospective bidders should possess a valid PCAB License applicable to the 
бошаса have completed a similar contract with a value of atleast 50% of the 
АБС. and have key personnel and equipment available for the prosecution of 
fhe contract. The BAC-INFRA will use non-discretionary раззией criteria in 
the Elgbity Checi/Screening as wel as the Preliminary Examination of Bids. 
The BAC-INFRA will conduct post-qualification of he lowest calculated bid. 


All particulars relativo to Eligbilty Statements and Screening, Bid Security. 
Rellomance Security. Pre-bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualiicaton and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations-A (IRR- 
A. 


"The schedule of BAC-INFRA activities is аз follows: 


ВАСАМЕНА Activities 
Receipl rom prospective bidders of 
Letters of Intent (LO) Including 


‘Schedule 
February 6 & 13, 2006 


heavy losses. 


PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF CAPIZ 


Corp. to stem further losses, Uni- 
City of Roxas, Province of Capiz 
(036) 6210-036 Local 254 


© Fax No.: (036) 6210-036 Local 158 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Provincial Government of Capiz thru its BIDS AND AWARDS 
COMMITTEE (BAC) invites interested suppliers to apply for eligibility and 
if found eligible, lo bid for the hereunder project 
Name of Contract Concreting of Timpas-Malapad Cogon 

Road Phase-ll, Panitan, Capiz 
Panitan, Capiz 
48,700,000.00 


Location 
Approved Budget 
for the Contract (ABC) 
Source of fund General Fund 
ВАС Activities 
Starting of submission of 
Letlers of intent (LOI) including 
Application of Eligibility 
2. issuance of Bid Documents 
3. Pre-Bid Conference 


Schedule 
Feb. 13, 2006 


Feb. 14, 2006 
February 17, 2006 


Application for Eli 


4. Opening of Bids February 24, 2008 


issuance of Eligibility Forms 
Receipt of Eligibility Requirements 
Notice of Results of Eligibility Check 
issusnce of Bidding Documents 

6. Pre-bid Conference February 22, 2006 

| Receipt and Opening of Bids: [March 7, 2006 


The BAC-INFRA Secretarial wil issue lo prospective bidder's Eligibility Forms 
Ji the Provincial Engineers Office, Legislative Building, Capitol Compound, 
Сери City. upon thelr submission af a Leter of intent and upon payment of 
fon-relundaoie amount of Filly Pesos (P50.00) lo the Cash Division 
Provincial Treasurers Office. Prospective bidders shall submit the Eligiblily 
Requirements to, and may also obtain the results of the Eligibility Check trom, 
The orementioned address, For further inquiries, one may call the Secretarial 
at (032) 416-5400 local 110. 


The BAC-INFRA will issue Bidding Documents including Plans and 
®ргсйсайопв опу to bidder's declared by the BAC-INFRA (o be eligible for 
е bidding upon payment of non-refundable amount of Five Thousand Pesos 
(5,000.00) io ne Cash Division, Provincial Treasurers Office. 

The Province of Cebu assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate 
arindemnily bidders for any expanses incurred in the preparation of their bids 
эп, reserves the right lo reject any and ай bids, declare а failure of bidding 
‘or not io award the contract. 


February 6-13, 2008 
February 13, 2008 
February 16, 2006 
February 20, 2006 


(598) EDUARDO T. HABIN 


Chairman 


in order to qualify for participation in the public bidding, bidders should 
conform to all eligibility requirements as prescribed by the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations of the Republic Act 9184. 

The BAC will issue to prospective bidders Eligibility forms at 
Provincial General Services Office, Provincial Capitol , Roxas City 
upon their submission of a LOI, and upon their payment of prescribed 
non-refundable fee of PESOS: Four Thousand Pesos (P4,000.00). 
Bidders shall submit the Eligibility Requirements to the ВАС at the 
same address 

Bidders shall drop their duly accomplished technical and financial 
proposals in two separate envelopes in the bid boxes before the 
deadiine of submission of bids. 

All bids must be accompanied by a bid security in a form of cash and 
must be delivered lo the PGSO on or before the bid closing date. 
ВАС Committee assumes no responsibility whatsoever to 
compensate or indemnify the bidders for any expenses incurred in 
the preparation oftheir bids. 

BAC Committee reserves the right o reject any and all bid proposals, 
ог declare the bidding a fallure or not to award the contract; and 
‘makes no assurance that a contract shall be entered into as a result 
‘ofthis invitation. 


(504) DANTE B. BERMEJO 


Uniwide rental income of P3-P4 
million a month. 

Elemparo said there would be 
retrenchment of employees at Uni- 
wide to further cut costs. 

Suy Sing Commercial, reputedly 
the country’s biggest wholesaler- 
distributor of consumer goods, is 
led by businessman Ang Tin Yu. 

Uniwide is under a 15-year fi- 
nancial rehabilitation that is 
aimed at wiping out its debts and 
reviving its retail operations after 
getting knocked down during the 
1997 Asian Financial crisis 

Uniwide has managed to pay 
so far P4 billion of its P7.5 billion 
debts with secured creditors, 

Some of its creditors—Philip- 
pine National Bank, Allied Bank 
and ING Bank, which have com- 
bined exposure in Uniwide of P1.3 
billion, have yet to accept the com- 
pany's rehabilitation plan. 

Uniwide also has P2.5 billion 
in total obligations to unsecured 
creditors 

To further curb financial bleed- 
ing, Uniwide closed last month its 
branches at Edsa Central and 
Cabuyao. 


clusive franchise contract by 
‘Wendy's International Inc. 

The deal was awarded 
three years ahead of schedule, 
Wenphil said in a statement, 

Wenphil Corp. is the sec- 
ond largest franchisee of 
‘Wendy's in Asia. It now has 
42 outlets in Metro Manila 
and nearby cities. 

With the new contract, 
the company said it was e 
pecting a healthy business in 
the Philippines this year 

In the same statement, 
the company said it won the 
prestigious Wendy Award in. 
the recent Wendy's Interna- 
tional Convention in Las Ve- 
gas Nevada. Wenphil Corp. 
president Yvette Pardo-Or- 
beta received the award. 

The award is presented 
yearly to franchisees that ex- 
‘cel in all areas of the restau- 
rant business. Wendy Award 
winners have high opera- 
tional standards, a commit- 
ment to training and devel- 
opment, and proven success 
in neighborhood and local 
store marketing. 


@ Save the Children 
uk 


The Philippines Programme 


Save the С! 


of 


hildren - UK 


(also known as Save the Children Fund UK - Philippines) 


anni 


iounces 


the closure of its office and cessation 
of operations at the close of office hours 


on 31 March 2006. 
ЗЕ, #89 Scout Castor St., Quezon City 


Chairman. 


ВАС Committee 
(POI Раши 138 15,2006) 


ALEADING PLANTATION AND OIL MILL GROUP OF COMPANIES WITH 
OPERATION IN LUZON, VISAYAS AND MINDANAO IS OFFERING 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR DESERVING CANDIDATES 
TO FILL THE FOLLOWING VACANCIES: 


TINO (2) PLANTATION MANAGER-DESIGNATE TWO (2) MILL MAHAGER-DESIGNATE 


B.S. Agriculture or Forestry Graduate Licensed Mechanical, Chemical or Electrical Engineer 
Has good business sense and cost management skills + Preferably a holder of boiler operations license 
Proficient in oral and written communication Minimum of five years working experience with 
Highly organized, creative and has a keen sense for managerial capacity preferably in power or industrial 
details and accuracy processing plant 
Can relate people at different levels Possesses good business sense and cost management 
Has expertise in planning and control of operations skills у 
Knowledgeable in labor laws & other relevant government With knowledge in environmental regulations and DOLE's Picco eats ине аа 
regulations Occupational Safety and Health Standards Jede a iere 
Experience in plantation management is an advantage Possesses good communication skills both in oral and nes Gg] nd 
A professional manager with the ability to motivate, written English dede ing 
persuade and lead people Computer-literate, knowledge in Autocad is an advantage MSN Um EUR. ЫЫ 

. Аде not more than 47 years old Trained in Problem-Solving & Decision-Making and PACKAGE?. 1 COMBINATION FLANGE, SO B Rene 

Management By Objectives Pe find. Spe Котто Ро ene 

TWO (2) SENIOR FIELD ASSISTANTS Knowledgeable in production and process control 

Possesses good character, leadership skills and a team 

+ B.S. Agriculture or Forestry Graduate 

Self-driven, self-motivated and highly organized 


So Pes ути Pes sn 
GC Pip enon Badoy Fe: Php 190000 
player 
‘Age not more than 47 years old 
Detail-oriented with a keen sense for accuracy 
Analytical and knowledgeable in interpreting statistics 


PACKAGE 3 CL VALVES а FITTINOS (era 
TWO (2) MILL ENGINEERS 
Has good interpersonal and communication skills 2 


бра М ful ave Эйт 
{pe ба vav ноне NG 
dcs Ga Vie Vno Ff ONG NRS 
2 Pes aan ia, Итин бедени 
т 
Spur TEE Gene 10 Pos. Vm 
c Licensed Mechanical, Chemical or Electrical Engineer {ies дя П, 
Aggressive, ambitious and has potential to assume Preferably a holder of boiler operations license ABC Pon 70900000 Bidding Fee: Php 1,000.00 
Management position Minimum of three years working experience with PACKAGE 4, G.. PIPES SCH, 40 & б. FITTINGS (7 tems) 
* Аде not more than 40 years old supervisory capacity preferably in power or industrial ла. Pre ros te, e Fate 
processing plant AO Pen Pop 2 ASZ Pen Ten Rte 
TEN (10) FIELD SUPERWISORS Must have experience in operation and maintenance of steam А 
. B.S. Agriculture or Forestry Graduate boilers, steam turbines, material conveying equipment, fans 
A team player with the ability to motivate, persuade and and blowers, and ohter standard factory equipment 
lead people Highly organized, self-driven and self-motivated 
Self-driven, self-motivated and ambitious for higher Must be familiar with DOLE Occupational and Safety 
position Health Standards Р 
Results-oriented, dynamic and can perform effectively Possesses good communication skills both in oral and 
under extreme pressures Man onu. 
Good in both oral and written communications. 
Age not more than 30 years old 


TQ iQ 2080 Pes Too Ox Г, 
Compuler-iterate, Knowledgeable in Autocad is an 
TWO (2) ACCOUNTANTS 


Ted Re non то 
fc rd 
advantage 
Knowledgeable in production and process control 
* B.S. Accounting Graduate preferably CPAs 
* Highly organized and has a keen sense for details and 


PACKAGES. Dac HOPE PIPES, Zinn nn Bue 
HOPE PIPES onn SOR Y SO ene] 
ASI Ra mmo x IS. КО йом Sm x n. 
aus Ps обл n 
ABC Pip 31200000 doo Foa Pp 200000 
PACKAGE. Blue HOPE PIPES, 225m0, ито & 
smo, SOR BO Jom 
172 Pes ZZ xn ОР 28a x 
торе geno én 
Possesses good character, leadership skills and a team 
player Ch cig бош tn a PY 
A a pac es rs вме peni 
о than 7 yeis old For Package 5. interested applicants shall suam M c 
tne dcm s tinet now oa (roi толин 
Highly organized and nas а те, THREE (3) LABORATORY ANALYSTS ECCE eU harem 
pressures 2 + Licensed Chemical Engineer or Chemist ae an могол les. Deana or sbmssonl 
Proficient in financial analysis and structuring of financial Minimum of two years hand-on working experience in a ie ntes Fn О ons 
ре pO factory laboratory шш йу синин mi pata o зоо 
Computer-literate апа with knowledge in auditing Must be familiar with laboratory standards and practices 
procedures ; Must have experience in boiler water analysis, water 
Has in-depth knowledge in purchasing and procurement 
procedures * 
4 Аде not more than 40 years old А 


BUTUAN CITY WATER DISTRICT 
JA, Rosales Avenue, Butuan Cty 

та, Nos. (085) 3423145146; Tel. Fax (085) 815-1288 
Естай address: bewd2@skyinotaet 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR 
ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Роб Cay Weer Del hereby les supers ad 
ойи lapi свому md o bd, m accordance wih 
ТАА ОКА SIGA, or bo supp and der Bras 
Figs, CI Combate Flange, С) Vales & Fs, GI 
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Mave 19,2006 S00AM Рзаев 
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эү expense ид no риро o or be, nd Ю 
cept oe el одлоо o Во preme 
(Spt) JORGE L, GUDUYO, C£. 


uina Баз and Awards Contin 
ИТАН 


ABC: Php 1473000040 Витр es: Php 3000 
А coria sot of Beg Documents may bo purchase par 
Pro Colca ta to noid at bo Traning aol BCD 
Hann Бий on bo оош des 

treatment, and waste water and process effluent analysis. 

Computer-literate 


эро by rete Bier pon payment la non 
Feb 22005 SOAM -Packages L4 
Age not more than 36 years old 


Application letter with resumé and 2x2 ID picture may be sent to: 
API, Door 3, Granland Bldg., 
R. Castillo St., Agdao, Davao City or 
E-mail to apidvo@ultimate.info.com.ph 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


Final solution to CTPL 
mess stalemated 


‘THE FINAL SOLUTION TO THE LONG-FESTER- 
ing СТР, (Compulsory Third Party Liability) 
mess is at a stalemate. We vehicle owners will 
continue to suffer, hopefully not for too long. 

Insurance Commissioner Evangeline Esco- 
billo has designed an excellent plan she calls 
the Clearing House. The players may be the 
same, but the ballgame is entirely new. And it 
is enthusiastically backed by all the non-life 
‘companies, the brokers and agents. 

‘The Clearing House uses the least amount 
of human intervention (the main cause of all 
the problems) by applying the latest in infor- 
mation technology extensively 

‘The vehicle owner sees his favorite agent 
and pays the premium and taxes. The agent 
then goes into the Internet, relays to his bank 
the name of the owner and the license plate of 
the vehicle, and instructs the bank to debit the 
premium and taxes against his account. 

Ifthe agent does not have a desktop, he can 
do business at an Internet café. 

The printout generated at the agent' office 
is the policy or Certificate of Cover (COC). 
‘The agent or the owner brings the COC to the 
1ТО, which is on-line with the bank. After the 
COC is verified at the LTO's terminal, ће reg- 
istration certificate is issued. 

ће bank automatically credits the premi- 
um and the taxes to the account of the insur- 
ance company. The taxes are credited to BIR 
right away. 

But the Clearing House cannot get off 
the ground because the GSIS insists it can 
do a better job. It wants to be the sole СТРА, 
supplier all over the country. At the time 
when government corporations are being 
privatized, GSIS wants to take over the en- 
tire CTPL business and run a strict 
monopoly. 

The main reason why the GSIS thinks сап 
do the job is its total assets of P506 billion. But 


QUESTIONS 
OF POLICIES 


Honesto C. General 


the 2004 Commission on Audit report shows 
a figure of only P280 billion. The one-year 
jump of P226 billion is beyond belief. 

A footnote from the COA report says, “Of 
the 908 reported claims, 365 have no loss re- 
serve set-up resulting in the understatement 
of the reported losses with corresponding un- 
derstatement of the provision for unadjusted 
losses.” In well-run insurance companies, 
once a claim is filed, the size of the claim is es- 
timated and a corresponding reserve is set up. 
But the reserve cuts down the net worth. Ob- 
viously, the 2004 net worth is bloated. 
Nonetheless, the net worth is still bigger than 
that of the entire private sector non-life indus- 
try put together, 

From the start, the GSIS has been set up as 
a strict monopoly. Originally intended to in- 
sure the lives of government employees on a 
mandatory basis, the GSIS tentacles have 
spread to cover government properties, build- 
operate-transfer (BOT) contracts, surety 
bonds on government projects, and pre-need 
plans. Now, the GSIS, in its supposed desire to 
help collect taxes and insure the long-victim- 
ized motor vehicle owner, wants to monopo- 
lize the CTPL business. Who is the vehicle 
owner who wants to tangle with a strict 
monopoly? 

The strict monopoly can not be set up un- 
less the Department of Transportation and 
Communications (DOTC) issues a decree that 
would require all vehicle owners to buy their 
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InFocus X2, the multi-use multimedia projector designed 


for work and play, dares you to explore unlimited 
possibilities, Express your ideas with panache wi 
win the best business deals at work, even as you get 
unrivaled larger than life entertainment at home! 


With X2, you can surpass expectations! 


+14 ppm « 600 x 600 dpi « 15,000 duty cycle per month 


Infocus 


The Big Picture" 


miy 


~ Php 57,000. 


*Upgradedto 
1700 ANSI Lumens. 

Ир Goneration DLP™ 
Technology 

«20001 contrast ratio 

4000 Lamp Hours 


InFocus 2 


Exclusive Distributor and Service Provider: 
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Lenovo recommends Windows® XP Professional. 
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KOREA TRADE CENTER, MANILA 
announces the following trade events in 
Korea: 


SEOUL FOOD 2006 

DATE : March 21-24" 
VENUE : KINTEX,Goyang City, Korea 
EXHIBIT: Food, food additives, processed food, 
confectionery/bakery, liquor, coffee, tea, food 
processing eqpt., machinery for restaurants, 
hotels, supermarket, and other related items 


INT'L PACKAGING EXHIBITION 
(KOREA PACK 2006) 
March 21-24" 
VENUE : KINTEX,Goyang City, Korea 
EXHIBIT: Packaging machines,materials, food 
packaging, pharmaceutical/cosmetic manufacturing 
facilities, technologies and logistics, and etc 


KOREA 


DATE + 


PREVIEW IN DAEGU 

DATE : March 15-17" 

VENUE : KINTEX, Goyang City, Korea 

EXHIBIT: Synthetic fabrics, natural fabrics, 
functional fabrics, yarn & fiber, finishing, 
home textiles, industrial fabrics,accesories,CAD/ 
CAM and E-business. 
INCENTIVE: 2-NIGHT HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
ARE FREE FOR ATTENDEES. LIMITED OFFER. 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: РЕВ. 20, 2006 


BUSAN INTERNATIONAL MOTOR SHOW 

(BIMOS 2006) 

April 27-May 7” 

VENUE BEXCO, Busan, Korea 
EXHIBIT : automobiles, autoparts 
and accessories, transport eqpt.and etc. 
INCENTIVE: 2-NIGHT HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
ARE FREE FOR ATTENDEES. LIMITED OFFER. 


DATE 


Businessmen who are interested to attend in any 
of the above fairs, should call 893-1183,812-4079 
and 750-1788, and fax number 817-3369, and ask 
for Ma. Cecile for registration. 
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UNPLUG AND STILL STAY CONNECTED WITH THE 
WIRELESS THINKPAD T SERIES NOTEBOOK. 


THINKPAD T-SERIES NOTEBOOKS FEATURE INTEL" CENTRINO® MOBILE TECHNOLOGY $0 YOU 
CAN WORK WIRELESSLY WITH GREATER FREEDOM. they aiso feature the revolutionary Access Connections for 


convenient wireless connectivity. Switching between different wireless networks becomes a breeze with it. Once you've created a profile, 
simply select the location, then sit back and watch it all happen automatically. No manually reconfiguring each time you move from 
office to home or anywhere else. ThinkPad notebooks are now products of Lenovo, a new global company uniting Lenovo and the former 
ІВМ PC Division under the Lenovo пате, Find out more at lonava.com/hvoffers 


ThinkPad таз 
DISTINCTWE ReovATIONS 
Rescue ana coe 
Integrate Fingerprint Reader 
hate Protection System. 
SYSTEM FEATURES 
Inti Centrino" Mobile Technology 
no Fem ca О баон 
pops 
ina PR ue 2.11 b. 
Windows? P Proesstonal 
512M8 DORZ SORAM, 60GB НОО 
Со RWIDVD-ROM Combo Drive 
14.1" XGA (1024x768) TFT LCD deo 
Aio ATI Radeon X300 Discite 
Graphs, З yeu ports & laor (stom 
fato: 1 ew) Cutomar Cay n. 


Complement theso ThinkPad notebooks 
with special upgrades: 
= ThinkPad Port Replicator И 
(746733) РИА ЗОБ" 
+ IBM USB Fingerprint Reader 
(734774) PHr3 806! 
ThinkPad 72W Slum AC/DC Combe 
‘Adapter = both compatible with 
TAIKA LIKA L Tablet, 
(73P4492) РНРЗ,195' 
ThinkPad TAOIRSO 9 ceti Li-lon Batley 
192P1 102) PHPA 695" 
Kenan MeioSoverSecul Cable Lock 
(73P2982) PHP2,398" 
256MB PC2-4200 CLI NP DDR2 
SDRAM SODIMM. 
(732840) PHP2,705° 
512MB PC2-4200 CLA NP DORZ 


ThinkPad T43 
БИС 
fescue ana Nacovery 
Integrate Fingerprint Reader 
‘tie Procon System 
SYSTEM FEATURES 
Inte? Сепил" Mobile Technology. 
"i ene ress 7401 72 
Int 9180 Cea. 
Ince PRO 80211 М 
nons XP Professional 
256MB DDR2 SDRAM, 4008 HOD 
CO RWDYD-ROM Combo Dive 


ThinkPad 851. 

 DISTHCTNE INIOVATONS 

Rescue and Recovery 

Pst of. uon data backup and recovery 
‘SYSTEM FEATURES 

Intl Pent M Processor 740 (73GH2 
Windows" XP Professional 

АП RCA OM Chipset 

18М Wireless 802.11 big 

256MB DDR2 SDRAM, 40G8 HDD, 
CD-RWIOVD-ROM Combo Drive 

14.17 XGA (1024x768) TFT LCD, ATI 
14.17 XGA (1024x768) TFT LCD display, | Radeon 200m Graphis, 1 year (system 
ine GMA 900, З years parts bor. | bettery | уви) Customér Carn 
(Gystem battery 1 yeer) Customer Cary- | боран Warranty 

in Repar Warranty FREF 128M8 Memory Key 


Repar Warranty FREE 128MB Memory Key Ch кина MODE 
THINK EXPRESS MODEL THINK EXPRESS MODEL. PHP78,695' 
| B mason |° SORAM SODIMM 
(7393842) PHP7,298' 


PHP130,795' coon | PHP115,895' usns i 
i i 


With the Think Express Program, ThinkPad notebooks are preconfigured with your business and your budget in mind. 


lenowo. 


‘Corporate estes ean тон, 335) e urn Tents, c 12301 e Creativa йере. Ine 400422? e исап Computer vs Бе. B133801 «nerd Computar riens 
in LISAD © Ne Hh Development Corporation (32) 6202 = Разом Computor Spats inc 6195106 » Una Computer Sens н, 3748888 

etu cone ТАЗЫ + Aan Mero Products. е 634790 » Малка Microsystems Cop 62418)» оная Solon, nc 5263995 e Ans Spt ВОО 2073+ s Coat, 
Putus ЗИМУ) coe raton, GATED» A Sons исму ис. 8132494 Cuv един, Ine 5240993 «(co T Solans Cran 748500 » icono Dna ets 
puel 44383, ht. Ca ТЫ « FD Juan efe ncaa P3800 * М] Dues Sys, Ine. 3721926 «Wee Image тада, быр #04080» Mer Poste сми Co; 
PAGS CTS Mentes, ne ЗЕ « thercrcats Corporati 5976 = Метра ature Campony 8128814 + lat etme, $8314 e Mo 28220» Римди OR 
M D БУ: + билиу Carsten 819472 e Siron Vly Conpal Сини 716060 «Ya указ & Solutions бырап 257623 « Valman Compt Slams, I, 1523000 = Won 
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Contact our authorised resellers today. 
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PHILIPPINE AIRLINES MAY CONTINUE FLY- 
ing to Saudi Arabia if the Arroyo administra- 
tion secures a deal for PAL to include Dubai as 
a passenger pick up and drop off point as part 
ofits Riyadh or Jeddah route, the airline's top 
official said. 


“We believe that a small window of opportu- 


nity exists to save PALS REKSA (Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia) flights, if we are able to secure 
the necessary rights to operate a Manila- 
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AT LAST, A STOCKBROKER THAT'S ALWAYS 
READY AND SET TO GO — 24/7 


Introducing, CitisecOnline — the internet stockbroker that’s always poised: 
and ready to trade at your pace. Night or Day, Rain or Shine. Bull or Bear. 


CitisecOnline is loaded with powerful and cutting-edge online tools for ће 
self-directed investor. Get complete and wide-ranging Information, an. 
off-hours trade placement facility, real-time quotes, charts and transaction 
dala. And to give you assistance on the website's functionalities, 
CitisecOntine even has a customer service center. 


CitisecOnline services are at your fingertips at the click of a mouse 

24/7*. With one of the lowest commission rates in the market at only 
0.25 per cent. For you, that means trading power thal accrues. A minimum 
investment of P25,000 is required to register. For more information, log on 
to wwwaltiseconline.com and know what it's like to flex your trading 


muscle — online, 
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Get 7 days frea accoss Call (632) 633-3777 


ог email helpdesk @citisecon| 
‘to request for a spocial fimited-issua password. 
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PAL to make Riyadh route viable 


Concession sought from Arroyo gov't 
as condition for continuing flights 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


Dubai-KSA,” said PAL president Jaime Bautista 
im his letter to Transport Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza and the country's air panel. 

Bautista said a fifth freedom right to Dubai 
would give PAL "a fighting chance to bring 
down losses to а more manageable level.” 
Fifth freedom is a right given to a country’s 
airline to drop-off and pickup passengers 
from a middle point before proceeding to the 
actual destination. 

"We urgently appeal to the government, 
through the DOTC and the RP Air Panel to assist 
us in pursuing this opportunity with KSA au- 
thorities as it is perhaps the last chance to save 
‘our flag carriers direct air links to the OFWs in 
KSA," the PAL president told Mendoza. 

Bautista said PAL had discussed with Saudi 
Airlines a plan to do the Dubai stopover, 

But the fifth freedom right must be negoti- 
ated on a government level, he explained. 

“We will exert all efforts to maintain our 
flag carrier's direct link with Saudi Arabia,” 
said Tomas Mafialac, executive director of the 
Civil Aeronautics Board. 

PAL is scheduled to suspend its thrice- 
weekly flights to Riyadh by March 2 and 
thrice-weekly flights to Kuala Lumpur by 
Wednesday, Feb. 15. 

The airline said it had been sustaining huge 
losses from the two routes, more so with the 
Manila-Riyadh where it had been losing $10 
million (roughly P540 million) a year, 

PAL yield from the Riyadh route was eaten 
up by high fuel costs and its inability to com- 
pete with Gulf carriers that have been offering 
cheaper fares. 

The flag carrier's decision to stop serving its 
last Middle East route was strongly criticized 
asit would cut the direct link of more than one 
million Filipinos working in Saudi Arabia. 

“We were trying to maintain Riyadh to give 
our OFWs the seats but since the Middle East- 
ern carriers have been serving the route well, 
then we can suspend operations,” said 
Bautista in an earlier interview. 

Saudi Airlines flies nine times a week to the 
Philippines from Riyadh and Jeddah 

PAL said that six Middle Eastern carriers al- 
ready operate 43 flights weekly between 
Manila, Cebu and nine points in the region. 
On top of that, five East Asian carriers serve 
the Gulf market from the Philippines with 33 
flights weekly. 

Since 2002, the Philippines had granted 
800,000 annual capacity entitlements to Gulf 
carriers. 

Bautista said PAL had kept the Riyadh 
flights as long as it could. 


Cure raises 
capital to P2B 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


CONNECTIVITY UNLIMITED RESOURCES 
one of the four companies awarded a 
generation or 3G mobile phone license, 

has increased its authorized capital to P2 bil- 

lion from P120 million. 

Cure president Eric Recto said capital was 
increased in preparation for additional capi- 
tal infusion among Cure shareholders and 
new investors as the company rolls out its 3G 
network. 

"The new player controlled by the group of 
former trade minister Roberto М Ongpin һай 
increased two weeks ago its paid-up capital to 
P450.82 million. 

Cure is supposed to bring in Hong Kong's 
Hutehison Whampoa Ltd. as one of its major. 
investors. 

Recto, however, declined to confirm the en- 
try of Hutchison, 

Recto said the roll-out, testing and commis- 
sioning ofthe 3G network would take about a 
year fora start-up company. 

‘The National Telecommunications Com- 
mission gave 3G players a year to start putting 
in place the needed telecommunications in- 
frastructure. 

Giants Smart Communications Inc. and 
Globe Telecom Inc. are preparing to offer 36 
services as early as March this year. 

Sun Cellular, on the other hand, would 
likely follow within the year. 

Recto said Cure would cash in on its "late- 
mover advantage" by buying more reason- 
ably-priced equipment and services. 

Ап NTC official said one of the reasons why 
Cure was granted a 3G license was because it 
promised to bring in Hutchison, one of the ac- 
tive 3G operators worldwide controlled by 
Asian billionaire Li Ka Shing. 

A news report from Hong Kong named 
Hutchison Telecommunications Intl. Ltd. as 
the vehicle that Hutchison Whampoa would 
use to invest in Cure. 

The NTC has yet to award one more 3G li- 
cense. 

Fighting over the last slot are Bayan 
"Telecommunications Inc., Multi-Media Tele- 
phony Inc. associated with Joey de Venecia, 
Next Mobile с, AZ Communications Inc. 
linked to Antonio "Tonyboy" Cojuangco and 
Pacific Wireless Inc. 

‘Multi-Media said China Investment Corp. 
would put in $20 million. 

‘AZ Communications said it has Lucent 
‘Technologies as partner. Pacific Wireless, on 
the other hand, was reported to have a 
Malaysian 3G operator ready to jump on 
board. 
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, 
Gov't drops plan 
direction for the country. 

“The idea is to maintain tariffs 
and hold the next review in 2009 
(a year before free trade takes ef- 
fect in Southeast Аза)” the 
source said. "By then, we may be 
in a better position to make deci- 
sions regarding open trade." 

This position was a complete 
turnaround from ideas being 
broached last year when the com- 
prehensive review had just started. 

Back then, officials were con- 
sidering an across-the-board in- 
‘crease of one percentage point in 
tariffs aimed at raising govern- 
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From page B 
ment revenues when President 
Macapagal-Arroyo admitted that 
the country was in a fiscal crisis. 

However, another source had 
said that a uniform increase in all 
tariffs was considered following a 
study that showed the country's 
most favored nation tariffs were 
the lowest in the region. 

MEN tariffs apply to products im- 
ported from outside Southeast Asia, 
Tariffs within the region are in most 
cases uniform under the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
Free Trade Area's Comprehensive 
Effective Preferential Tariff scheme, 
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Access charges dispute spurs 
rethinking of P10-10 offer 


By Clarissa S. Batino various pricing packages and will 
continue offering different 
SMART COMMUNICATIONS INC. schemes to develop the ones that 
and Pilipino Telephone Corp. have our customers find most appeal- 
called off their P10 for 10-minute ing,” Isberto said. 
call promo to Philippine Long Dis- ^ The National Telecommunica- 
fanee Telephone Co. pending the tions Commission is treading care- EMPRIVA 5266Х 
resolution of an access charge dis- fully on the issue. The commission и ан Impossibly small. iPod nano. 
pute with competitors. will meet today to discuss the ac- 4Intel& Centrino® Mobile Technology = 


Intel® Pentium® M Processor 740 
Smart and Piltel’s Talk 'N Text cessrate issue, especially between тоа Рато остан FSB) 


did mot pursue the extension of PLDT and fierce rival Globe. intel& 915GM Chipset 
the P10-10 promo when it ex- Napoleon Nazareno, president Intel® ProWireless b/g 


азов 


pired on Feb. 5, even if it hada of PLDT, Smart and Piltel, had re- 4Microsoft& Windows® XP Ноте 
petition to extend the offer by an- jected a proposal of Globe to И матовое Works 
other 30 days from Feb. 6. bring down drastically the access 2256 DDR Memory „25 
Globe deron Inc. and Digital ges оп domestic and interna- 24068 Hard Drive P. 5, 833 /mo. 
Telecommunications Phils. Inc. are tional calls. 4121 А E s for 12 months @ 0% interest 
fiercely opposing the P10-10 pro- PLDT chair Manuel Pangilinan PA esee (DVD+/-RW on major cred cards 
mo. They claim that interconnec- said that Globe's proposal to cut vr edema EDU PAR Pas ce: 
ton rates between PLDT and its domestic access charges would 2 4 
wireless units are discriminatory only reduce the telco giant’s year- 
because no commercial deal wil ly revenue by no more than P700 
allow Smart and Piltel toofferaP1- million. This was not even one 
foreveryminuteofcalltoPLDT. percent of PLDT's consolidated NEO recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional 
Pulling out of the P10-10 pro- revenue of more than P150 bil- For more information. да! 633-NEO2 (633-8362) 
mo, according to sources, is lion last year, he said. азо showroom DIGITAL PLAYGROUND, Gyberzone, SM Megamall 
PLDTs way of softening up com- Оп cutting overseas termination uM ii ros caer earn mnt 
petition following Globe’s chal- rates, Pangilinan said Globe was al- OERE: 
Tenge to PLDT to reduce access ready stepping out of bounds. асо ЧАО ИИИЕШИИОИЫЕ 
charges or fees, which telcos pay Access charges or termination еее HE S MOBILE 
one another by up to 83 percent. rates are paid by the phone compa. Promo period is from Feb. 11 - Mar. 30, 2006. Per OTI-NCR Permit #0635. Series of 2006. See for more details. жошоо: 
PLDT and Smart spokesperson ny that makes the call. Since PLDT 
Ramon Isberto, however, denied is the biggest player, the bulk of the 
that the mobile phone operator local traffic ends on its network. In 
was trying to pacify Globe when terms of traffic coming from the 
ithalted its P10-10 promo. United States, the Philippines gets 
“We are experimenting with the fourth largest volume. 


80% of Semirara coastal 
area cleared of oil spill EXPORTBANK 


By Abigail L. Ho Semirara residents who had been Ч g 
putting hours to clean the affect- 
SEMIRARA ISLAND, АМ. edareas. 
tique—More than 80 percent of Last December, the fuel tanks 
Semirara Island's shoreline and of Napocor Power Barge 106 
30 percent of its mangrove areas мете damaged after the vessel 
have already been cleared of oil ran aground due to bad weather 
that was spilled from a National conditions. The ensuing oil spill 
Power Corp. barge in December affected some 600 meters of 
2005. Semirara’s rocky and sandy 
Napocor president Cyril Del shoreline, as well as more than 
Callar said that there is no longer 100 hectares of mangrove areas. 
any danger arising from the oil — Del Callar said around 210,000 
spill which has affected even the liters of oil found its way in the 
tourist paradise of Boracay, locat- waters surrounding the island. 
ed -some 60 kilometers from ^ Concerns were then expressed 
Semirara. that the island of Boracay would 
He said not only was the be adversely affected by the oil 
clean-up crew working double spill 
time to clean up the mess, but — Three weeks after the incident, 
the spilled oil had also been con- Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla 
tained within Cayvilo cove in announced that Boracay was in 
Semirara. no danger from the oil spill. 
“Nature actually helped us (in — At present, 250 Semirara resi- 
containing the ой spil, Del dents and scores of volunteers 
Callarsaid."I?sanactofGod," from other areas, are continuing 
Del Callar said that the divine the cleanup of the mangrove ar- 
intervention was also enhanced eas. 
by the hard work of Napocor em- Ре! Callar said that the clean- 
ployees, as well as those from ће up alone would cost Napocor P90 
Philippine Coast Guard and De. million. Estimates were not avail- 
partment of Environment and able on how much it would cost 
Natural Resources, aside from  torehabilitate the affected areas. 


LandBank seeks to raise 
$150M from debt offer 


By Doris C. Dumlao "Dividends are deducted not 

from operating expenses but 
THESTATE-OWNEDLANDBANK from retained earnings, so pre- 
„of the Philippines, the country’s ferred shares are expensive." 


fourth biggest bank, will raise as _ Thebankdidnotfindittoodif. [ге 1 ^ mme 
much as $150 million through а ficult to hurdle the mandated J | 
а What would you do with a М: ЕП [4 
this first quarter. counting standards, but would 

| In a recent press briefing, like to prepare for the more strin- 

* Landbank officer-in-charge Gilda gent provisioning requirements 

Pico said that the bank hopes о under Basle 2. 

‘generate at least $100 million. With its fund-raising initiatives, 

But if the investors’ appetite were Landbank aims to hike its capital 

good, the bank could jack up the adequacy ratio to 17 percent from 


offering size to $150 million. the current 12.8 percent. It has Just open an Exportbank Regular Checking, Regular Peso Savings, ATM Savings, 
If Landbank succeeded in rais- mandated Deutsche Bank to man- 


„ing $150 million from the tier 2 age its debt issuance. Premium Saviags and US Dollar Savings Account from June 1, 2005 to February 28, 2006 
offering, Pico said the bank The bank chalked up P3.02 bil- end get a chance to win 1 MILLION PESOS! 
would no longerhave to get addi- lion in net profits for 2005—34 
tional equity in the form of pre- percent better than a year ago on 
ferred shares. higher interest earnings and pru- amm cmm ү 
Pico explained that the bank dent expenditure control. Азий : 21 
had very limited options, as faras "Three billion іза historic high БААЛАРЫ к = 
preferred shares issuance was con- for Landbank, which also sur- i 
cerned, because under its charter, passed the 2004 net income of 3 
only government or its agencies P2.25 billion by a hefty 34 рег. 
could buy those securities. cent, thus making 2005 a banner EXPORTBANK кокк 
"Its expensive especially if we year," Pico said. B А proud tnanibér of 
come to other government agen- ^ Likewise, the bank's assets grew ы Expert — for те Gtobat a beck 
‚ cies because they are looking for by 6.6 percent to P310.9 billion in Gerperstion P Exportbank Drive cor, Chino Roces Avenue, Меко City 4 EINE. 
higher dividend rate," Pico said. 2005 from P291 billion in 2004. 5 " „Telephone 632) 8789140 e ywana porban eom Жоо Banking Meteor 
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Бар we аи gh 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


MORE THAN 100,000 FILIPINOS REGIS- 
tered with a Philippine-based online dating 
service are now actively searching for love on 
the Internet, a trend that is increasingly be- 
coming more evident as Filipinos are now 
more connected via the Internet and mobile 
phones. Not only that. Through social net- 
"working services they can even send Valen- 
tine's Day lowers online. 

“There have been more Filipinos seeking 
love online. Unlike the social networking 
service by Friendster, our goal is to allow 
people to find love through our service,” said 
Mary Ann Go, marketing head of Philippine- 
based matchmaking website itzamatch.com, 
said. 

‘Additional investments amounting to 
$450,000 are being poured into Iza- 
match.com this year, as the company hopes to 
increase its presence in the Philippines 
through offline parties and speed matching 
activities this year. The company aims to hit 
250,000 members by February 2007—a real- 
istic target, Go explained, noting that the 
company is not yet charging people for use of 
its service. 

For Valentine's Day, itzamatch.com is en- 
couraging users to submit their love stories to 
the company, which in turn, will be published 
in a local newspaper. It is also offering a ro- 
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mantic dinner for three couples at a local ho- 
tel on February 14. 

"There's a recent study done by a local ad- 
vertising agency that shows the top online ac- 
tivities of Filipinos. One of them was or 
dating," Go said. 

Friendster Philippines, through Philippine 
partner Pusit.com, has also recently disclosed. 
plans to start selling "Friendster Flowers" to 
Filipino users, according to Terence Pua, 
founder of Pusit.com. 

Hoping to ride on the Valentine's Day fever, 
Pua said that Friendster Philippines will allow 
Filipino users to buy real flowers via the social 
networking service, and have them delivered 
to anyone in the country for free. For P299, 
Filipinos can now send a one-stem rose to 
anyone in the country courtesy of Friendster, 
Pua added. 

Itzamatch.com and Friendster are current- 
ly two popular online services that allow Fil- 
ipinos to find love or relationships online. To 
date, there are five million Filipinos on 
Friendster. Itzamacth has about 140,000 
members and is now building a community 
for Filipino singles. It was formerly known as 
match.ph until it was acquired by Bigfoot 
Global Solutions in 2003. 

Itzamatch.com will soon launch an online 
“keyword search” which will let people find 
common keywords, such as "diving" and “bik- 
ing” so that love-seekers can find someone 
online with common attributes. 


Users asked to boycott 
Valentine’s Day spammers 


By Erwin Oliva. 
Contributor 


WITH VALENTINE'S DAY AROUND THE 
comer, Internet security vendor Sophos is 
urging consumers to boycott companies tak- 
ing advantage of the event to sell goods via 
spam. 

In its recent web poll, Sophos found that 
about 9 percent of computer users have pur- 
chased goods sold via spam. It also noted that 
thousands of unsolicited bulk e-mail being 
sent with the intention of selling Valentine-re- 
lated products are often seen days before 
February 14. 

E-mail with subject lines like “Give the 
scent of love this year!" or "Whiter Teeth be- 
fore Valentines,” or “Don't Wait—15% Off All 
Valentine Fresh Flowers” have been seen 
roaming the Internet. 

‘Other goods promoted via Valentine-relat- 
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ed spam range from skimpy lingerie to choco- 
lates, flowers to pashmina shawls and even 
adult board games. 

Graham Cluley, senior technology con- 
sultant for Sophos, said that spammers are. 
now peddling more goods claimed to 
make people more attractive to the oppo- 
site sex. 

“As our web poll has proved, the sad truth is 
that there are people out there who buy prod- 
ucts sold via spam and admit they visit web- 
sites promoted via bulk email,” he said. 

He said buying goods marketed via spam 
would encourage spammers to send more 
junk e-mail 

“ifno-one purchased the products, then the 
spammers would disappear. Its time to boy- 
cott the companies who use spam to sell their 
goods. If you receive an unsolicited commer- 
cial e-mail, don't try, don't buy, don't reply,” he 
said. 


OWNING THE FuruRe тарат 


Get the NEO Endura 360SL and help your. 
employees be more productive by giving 


Level Up! hopes to score 
slam dunk with Freestyle 


them access to the information they need. By Erwin Oliva 


Contributor 


Mike Constantino, Level-Up! busi- 
ness unit director for casual games. 
Freestyle now has 12,000 concur- 
rent users, according to Colayco 
and Constantino. 

The game is scheduled to be- 
come commercially available on 
February 27, meaning players will 
now be able to purchase items and 
outfits sold through the game. 

Freestyle is a free online game 
allowing anyone to play without 
the need to pay monthly fees. Ac- 
cording to Jake San Diego, Level 
Up! marketing communications 
manager and publi relations 
head, Freestyle has different chan- 
nels which are open for free to 
players whose characters are from 
Level 1 to 15. Once they reach Lev- 
el 16, however, players will have to 
buy virtual items to continue play- 
ing Freestyle, 

level Up's popular online game 
Ragnarok took three years to hit 
three to four million registered 
users, according to Colayco. Since 
Freestyle took only less than two 
months to generate one million 
registered users, the executive pre- 
dicts Freestyle will become a hit in 
the country, where basketball 
courts are ubiquitous. 

LEVEL B-L10 


GIVEN THE FILIPINO PASSION 
for basketball, Philippine game 
publisher Level Upl said this 
‘week that it is confident it can en- 
tice the country's population of 
basketball fans to play a new 
South Korean-made hiphop on- 
line basketball game called 
Freestyle. 

"With something as common as 
basketball, we hope this game 
would become big, reaching out to 
mon-gamers said Ben Colayco, 
Level Up! game boss. "This is our 
first huge entry into casual 
games" 

inspired by street basketball, 
Freestyle is Level Up's answer to 
the growing number of casual 
games entering the Philippines. 
Recently, rival game publisher 
NetGames launched an online golf 
game called PangYa. 

Since Freestyle is currently the 
biggest sport-relared online game 
in South Korea, it was no surprise 
that the beta version of the game 
has already attracted over one mil- 
lion registered Filipino gamers 
since the game's open beta launch 
in January 2006, according to 
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Security strategies 


By Jerry Liao 


гы more нито, аш 633-NEOZ 33-6367 
оо DIGITAL PLAYGROUND. ВМ Mego 


1. Predict attack 
and assess risks. 

2. Do simula- 
tions and review outcome. 

3. Review /adjust /validate 
Policies. 

4. Create disaster recovery 
plans, 


5. Make Contingency Plans. 

The — Powertips 

Security Secrets and 

satu мины statute nada Stn al pt ите sen hae ie iita Capa т PowerTIPs Suaeges confer- 

= i ence is scheduled 

оп March 16, 2006 at Dusit Ho- 

tel Nikko. Tickets are available. 

oo Flyers for Details, at all SM TicketNet outlets or 

call 911-5555. Register online at 
wwwinfochat.com.ph. 
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Business as usual 
in Asia Pacific, says 
Blackberry maker 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


DESPITE BEING BELEAGUERED BY A 
patent infringement case in the US, Research 
in Motion (RIM), maker of the widely popular 
blackberty handheld device, assured the pub- 
lic that its worldwide business is not affected. 

Tn fact, the company's Asia Pacific business 
is expected to grow this year with a flurry of 
new models and mobile business applications 
to be introduced in the coming months. 

“lt does not affect us at all,” says RIM 

Asia Pacific Vice President Norm Lo, refer- 
ring to the ongoing court case filed by patent 
holder NTP in the US. 

The five-year battle between NTP and RIM 
has caused fears among US users that their 
Blackberries would one day stop workin; 
defeat by RIM in the US, its biggest market, 
could send the company’s worldwide busi- 
ness on а nosedive. 

In an exclusive interview with Infotech, Lo 
described the case as having "no bearing” on 
the company’s business and claimed that RIM 
has absolute control over the issue. 

He added that news reports about the case 
"tend to be sensationalized,” and that the 
threat of a closure of its operations in the US 
will not happen. 

"We can dictate what will happen and de- 
spite this our business strategy is still in line," 
Losaid. 

Lo was in the Philippines recently to meet 
with RIM's carrier partners, Smart Communi- 
cations and Globe Telecom. 

“We're seriously doing everything to 
strengthen our business, in the legal front, 
patent front, business front and in the 
‘workaround, Lo said, referring to a soft- 
ware workaround being developed by RIM as 
a response to the patent infringement case. 

The US remains the biggest market for 
RIM, accounting for about 75 percent of the 
company’s overall business. The remaining 
25 percent is shared by Europe, Asia Pacific 
and Canada. 

‘As of November 2005, RIM has 4.3 million 
subscribers worldwide, a number expected to 
grow to 5 million by the end of 2006. 

Lo said Asia is one of their fastest growing 
segments in the world. RIM has 21 parmer 
mobile communications carriers in 11 Asian 
countries. 

He expects to get 10 more Asian carriers by 
the end of 2006. 

Even as mobile phone manufacturers have 
started to encroach into RIM's high-level mar- 
ket segment by introducing products with the 
same “push technology” used by Blackberry, 
Lo said the company is confident that it will 
remain at the top of industry. 


Hollywood download 
service made in RP 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


FILIPINO-OWNED SYSTEM INTEGRATION 
firm MDI is set to launch its first international 
subsidiary, a content provider catering to 
multi-media downloads from Hollywood 
celebrities, 

МОЗ “Blogstar” (wwweblogstar.com) will 
feature multimedia content uploaded by Hol- 
lywood celebrities, which include SMS, pic- 
ture messages, video and audio clips that can 
be viewed from the site and downloaded to а 
multimedia phone. 

‘Among the US celebrities already part of 
Blogstar are Wesley Snipes, Alicia Silverstone, 
David Arquette, and supermodel Caprice 
Bourret, 

MDI has partnered with the GSM Associa- 
tion chairman Craig Ehrlich and US movie 
producer Ted Field to get Hollywood celebri- 
ties to join Blogstar. 

Ehrlich will provide technical assistance for 
mobile download infrastructure for Blogstar 
and Field will enlist Hollywood celebrities to 
provide the site with content. 

Field has produced films like "Chronicles of 
Riddick," "The Last Samurai," and recently, 
“Zathura. 

MDI managing director Myla Villanueva 
said they would be launching Blogstar during 
the 3GSM World in Barcelona next week. 

Villanueva adds that they have tied up with 
about 20 mobile phone carriers to distribute 
content from Blogstar, among them Cingular 
T-Mobile and Sprint in the US; Telefonica, and 
Vodafone in Spain; Virgin Mobile, T-Mobile, 
Orange, O2, and Hutchison in the UK. 

Depending on the needs of the carrier, 
Blogstar will be localized, Villanueva said. 
‘There could be plans to include local artists in 
each country to be featured in Blogstar. 


Level Up!. .. «eoe 


Hoping this won't become just another "fad" 
game, Level Up! is working on getting the sup- 
port of local basketball leagues, such as the 
Philippine Basketball Association, according to 
Colayco. The local publisher is also looking at 
establishing virtual basketball leagues, where 
teams can compete in virtual tournaments. 

Meanwhile, Constantino said “i is a natural 
progression” for local game publishers tore 
ease more casual games this year since the 
Philippine market is already saturated with 
massively multiplayer online games, which 
have a different business model, 

Colayco disclosed that Freestyle Philippines 
is the first English version of the game. Devel- 
oped by JoyCity of South Korea, the game de- 
velopers hope to make the country the test site 
for the English version before it introduces the 
game to the US market. 

Level Ор! also indicated that it is mulling 
plans to allow in-game advertising for Freestyle 
Philippines, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


INFOTECH 


Pedegefcod Cub Метоетр ск: 5есжузтотсоп Proto cara Concent зене 


6-399 
Instant ID cards with Javelin — а surefire business Бейт е dandus 
‘opportunity because every school... business... bank. - кок 725-7961 
government ойсо. «ср... social organization... in short Т Eman чалыр солур 
EVERYWHERE ID cards are mandatory in today's world. р wimidgoLoomph. 

TEAM GRAPHICS 


HITACHI 


Inspire the Next 


La MP era 


Create a brighter vision for your business. 


At Hitachi, our projectors wil never fail to assist in maximising your presentational gravity. 
Our LCD high powered imagery and steady clarity leaves absolute zero to the imagination. 
Multiple lenses and network compatibilties provide for a wider range of presentational 


possibilities too. So, present yourself in a way that all your hard work truly deserves. 


Authorised Distributor: 
DIGITAL MICRO INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
188 West Ave. (near EDSA) Quezon Слу. Те: (632) 412 5223/3327 Fax: (632) 412 3352 


HITACHI HOME ELECTRONICS ASIA (S) PTE LTO wwnwhitachmullimedio.com.ag. 


> 
ә 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


NT 


SEAT ET, ens. 
aderon Sn 


Ж... TA D] 


туңөлытона ary 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
мА T 


LASSIFIEDS 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2006 


RATES 
P75 per line 

(a psit gE) 
DEADLINES 
ions / cancellations / corrections 
s Sundays 


LO N ATE 


P245 per column centimeter 


Mondays to Sat 
12:00 noon 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


Day before publication. 


PRIME EDSA LOT FOR SALE !!! 


Prime lot for sale along 
Edsa, near МАТ Station 
and Guadalupe. Ideal for. 
‘commercial building or 
high-rise condominium. 


erie ИП MEL ocu 
4 Д mo 5342921 * 531-0390 *534-8350 * 531-1384" *(0917) 9385656 
E р (0919) 3191105 (0917) 855-788 * (1920) 950-4626 * (0920) 911-0002 
PECENE PON сиы бшшш рдд) RSGHOME * Tol Free: 1400-10- RSGHOME * vin gueventcom 


0917-525-3446 


52 Financing Avila 
‘Wo поверь credit Сага Payment 


ANAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MANILA WATCH. EXCHANGE 


BUY + SELL « PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


‘BOTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
HIAPPRASALIFAST CASH. 

REPARYPOUSH ANY WATCH 
"7304-0494 834.2008 


[| NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY | 
INVITATION TO BID 


The NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (NDC) [| 
vies rirested bidders ог he sale ol ts ргорепу | 
with atoll and area o 6.277 square meters located 
long Gallud St. Barangay, оул. Echaguo, 
isnels or an “asi, where н" basie. The minimum A 
Sii set at 1.260.400 00 inclusive о Value Added | 
Tax (VAT) 1 
Interested parties тау 
Galceines upon payment ol 
Telundabia begining February 20. 2006 at 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 
Cio Tre Secrotanat 
Disposa! Carmien 
Tr Poor, Nationa Development Company etag. | 
{16 Tordesinas St, Saicedo Vilage, Waran Ciy 
Direct Line: (02) 840-19-36: (02) 840-1147: | 
Trunk Line: 02) 840-48-38 Locais 212, 267 & 269 
Арыы conlorence shall be heid on March 6, 2008: 
250 AM at the Alberto Barreto Hal, Nallonal 
Bevolopment Company Buiding 
fds must be sealed and submilod between 800 
Ам to 200 PM о! March 10, 2008 labeled and 
ered as лова: 
The CHAIRMAN 


LEASE-TO-OWN 
Greenbelt Radissons. 
Zorino; Behind ADM 

legaspi VILL., Makati 


WANTED: Maret Ойсег ot 
Akondlonkg Units and 
‘Comput’ Technician 
‘Age: 28.38 ys. old 
Sex Mal Status : Single 
Belgio: Cathoke 
Residence: Meo Manila 
Work Exgereced: At Least +5 
үз n Рисовать Sales- 
For Marketing Officer) Apply 
at ай Cav SL Binondo 
ManitaTel: 243-7303 
Гоби Resume wi pic- 
"ue & NBI Clearance- 


Ботти 
EARN 100000 AFTER 3 MTHS 
DEPED - Marikina City 


INVEST РОЮ UNIQUE 
PROCTS FRM USA AVAL IN 

ос песа ТОН ЖИВ 3009 
-E „ЕЧ 


КЕИ 
LETPASSER 


MALATE MLA 52680489 


эл GALANT VRS At V-FRESH 
Ж VOLVO GLE мт VFRESH 
2 UMTS SOK OS16 3414275 


‘esate cr зави 
ET 
3p DISSE EI LII) 


‘ALLERGIES RE CURRENT за чю TAG CAR тїї: 
T = 


m 
Golf Hil Terraces А 


1ST/eo;Near UP, Ateneo 
Adj. Ayala вааз с 
Marina Square Suites. 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 


baking Ом вс 
T — — тей 0917-8804040 


KELOIDPAP SMEAR. 
бйнм 
Garma Bldg. No. B Purho St, 
Cubao, Q.C. 

(OPEN 9 AM to PM WON. to SAT. 


MANDALUYONG 11 STR' 


BLDG. NCE + 


LIONE 2ST/no Manila Bay View 

mm 
FARM/RSHPEN 
RAWLANDS 


ыы 


— 


sCarlines Rent a Care 
ens. Coaster, Bus, pain 
50 AI Benz Die Car 


813-1975 * 8131976. 


өзүнчү" 


BULACAN PROT Тез 


Marlina Band new 48A 318. 
"curl F32M 948-7112 


NEAR SHAW BLVD 


BnewThserasiry'3brí3-4lb. 
maris -aggePa 670NBSDDAST 


YAMAHA GRAND 8 UPRIGHT 
PIANOS - TERMS тиим 


DOG TRANER 081917219020 


“PROFESSIONAL в CREDLE" 
We BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 
Sunmar GUNT он 
SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW 5 INTEREST 


PHYSICIRIUSURGEON 


сва 


RET TERI RETIRE 2YRS 09189051567. 
Ex. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID ато 
ALLERGY WARTS SKN PEEL 
18 Annapolis Greenhils 
(cal 7276124 -25 2am-7pm 


сез Von йт! 938811 (fe ig Stat 4383185 Ока 


KOTSE mo ви KO таан 


T Auto Easy sasaat 


RTW CONSIGN 09173030002 
——— 7" Floor, МОС Building 
T16 Tordesiies St, Salcedo Vilage, Makati City || 


Smat Capita! Big Вешта 
CODE: Soyung, Echague Property 


Free Entrepreneurial Seminar 
Dally Tiam 2pm Spm @ 2nd 
Ноо Sonshine Plaza Май 


nS 
noc 

визита фу ene 
EL о m 

pu 
mu 


DESIGN, CONSTRUCT 
FINANCE House Const Rene 
4509160) 451981 


HOUSEHOLD JOBS 


Tepresentatives. Bids received alter 2:00 PM shal! | 
no longer be accoplod 
The NOG Disposal Committee reserves the right to | 
те}! any and all bids or 10 waive any ol the 
formalities required, or accept only such bids which 
are doomed advantageous 10 NDC. 

Dispose! Committee Chairman | 


ионын AS LOW AS 10% DP 
25% DSC CASH РАМЕ LOC 
зш + тисе Аа 


Ow A BUSMESSM USA 
PRODUCT (2278202 & 4 


{SE PERAZ NOTARY PUBUC FOR 


S Car Landing 656-0140 
Unies Tree Car Loan Corp. 
NEW з5товеу TOWNOUSE 

NEAR UST ESPANA WELCOME 
ROTONDA QC. TIS 


oti a ‘san caren 150 а пав 
МА MAIDSIYAYA 4386920 1% wiout taking car 5315577 WE BUY OPPO 


JEWELRY, DIAMONDS 
ROLEX, PAWNTICKETS 


1 be Suiss Тае Fast Cam 


mew couri 3sronEY TOWN 
MOUSE COR FROIAS 8h AVE 
CALOOCAN 


+ AN amma Nei Yoya 998280 155 Easy Car Loan 278785 


Send your 
resumé instantly. 


7327781188 


РАСО nr PWU 


TigrgePa S40 


AL Around Mald Cook 956702 


SALES PROMO GIRLS 


nae 10 Fat Сатре FOR 
perm] 


OBITUARIES 


T(—— 


NEED MAIDS 4320194 ors jobnarketonline cum. 


Tests T 
Yaya, Cook Hmold 8857507 
VISTA DE LAGO 
‘ERAT MC тити) 


13M 28R.3.1M ABR 
0920-6348545 


Pasig 1003000 пз 


ШРАТ BAHAY 


L'BAHAY 9207644540520, 


LIPAT BAHAY 8990215 “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 


all the days of my life and I shall live 
in the house of the Lord forever.” Psalm 23:6 


DR. MA. GRACIA (GRACE) LUMBA, Ph.D. 
Of 1766 Berkeley Ave., 
Petersburg, VA. 23805, U.S.A. 
Peacefully joined the Lord on December 31, 2005 
Widow of Dr. Gerardo Foronda Lumba (+) 
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So Dearly Remembered 
on her 2" Death Anniversary 
We lovingly remember "Mommy" 


THELMA DARIO 
MAGSAKAY 


Who died on February 14, 2004 


MASS WILL BE HELD ON 
February 14, 2006, 12 Noon 
at St. Mary Help of 
Christian Parish Church, 


Former professor of U.S.T., Assumption College, Letran Phils., 
Chapman College, 
Ft. Lee, VA. USA, and at Elmendorf Base, Alaska branch U.S.A. 


Her beloved children: 

Drs. Ellen & Rolando Guanlao; 

Roberto М. Lumba, Mabia L. Halliday 
Carol L. Thompson 
And all her grandchildren, great grandchildren, brother, sister, 
nephews, nieces and relatives. 
Family can be reached or send condolences at the top address, or at 
6401 Tidewater Drive, Norfolk, Virginia, 23509 


Better Living, Parafiaque City. 
Officiated By Fr. Emil Santos 
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Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
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Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
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845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


SES 


“Ве at rest once more, О my soul, for the LORD 
has been good to me” - Psalm 116:7 


AMPARO LEANO DE OCAMPO 


Widow of National Scientist, DR. GEMINIANO DE OCAMPO 
Joined her Creator in His grace on February 11, 2006 at the age of 89. 


Her bereaved family; brother Camilo; sister Emma; children Ruben & 
Brenda Serapio, Cynthia & Sonny Primero, Tita & Melchor Elegado 
and VG & Ninay Rustia; grandchildren Michelle, RJ & Gigi, Denise 
De Ocampo, Pebbles & Jay, Domini & Joanne, Judge Primero, Annaly 
& Alvin, Dol & Jon, Meechee & Meechoy Elegado, Jopol, Victor, 
Sunny & Asuncion de Ocampo; great-grandchildren and other relatives 
& friends request your prayers for the repose of her soul. 


| Her ashes will be at Don Bosco Chapel, Makati until February 14, 2006 


| Poets, 52 
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| since 1983. 


| DUTCH international development bank Netherlands 
Development Finance Co. (FMO) managing director Arthur 
‘Arnold (left) recently paid a courtesy call on Ambassador Jesus P. 
| Tambunting (center), chair and CEO of Planters Development 
Bank. Arnold and Wim Wienk, head of FMO's Asia department, 
| reaffirmed FMO's commitment to Plantersbank and its mission. 
to promote SMEs. FMO has been a shareholder of Plantersbank 


HGC raises 


P1.83B 


through sale of assets 


THE HOME GUARANTY CORR 
(HGC) said it was able to raise 
P1.83 billion from the sale of 
assets assigned to it and those 
acquired. 

HGC president Gonzalo Ben- 
jamin Bongolan said the asset dis- 
position proceeds “will further 
‘strengthen the government's abil- 
Жу to encourage growth in the 
private sectors participation in 
the housing program." 

Bongolan said the P1.83 bil- 
lion came from the sale of 
1,584 housing units for the pe- 
тіой 2004-2005. The number 
of assets sold during the period 
as more than 100 percent 
higher than the 718 housing 
‘units sold in 2002-2003. The 
jncrease can be attributed to 


'HGC's move to adopt a liberal- 
ized disposition scheme, Bon- 
golan added. 

It was algo supported by the 
adoption of more transparent 
and efficient — disposition 
strategies as directed by Hous- 
ing and Urban Development 
Coordinating Council (HUD- 
CC) chair and Vice President 
Noli de Castro, Bongolan 
added 

The strategy included an in- 
tensified marketing program, 
the engagement of collection 
agents, the accreditation of 
more brokers, the regulariza- 
tion of long-time occupants 
and the rationalization of in- 
terest rates on in-house fi- 
nanced accounts. 


Security Bank posts 
52% income increase 


SECURITY BANK СОВР LAST 
year posted a 52-percent in- 
crease in its after-tax net earn- 
ings to P1.15 billion from P757 
million a year ago. 

‘This was the second year in а 
row that Security bank realized 
more than 50 percent increase 
inits bottomline, 

Earnings per share improved 
to P3.50 from P2.30 in 2004. Re- 
turn on equity (ROE) advanced 
012.7 percent from 7.5 percent 
in the previous year. 

The bank's pre-provision re 
turn on equity in 2005 was 27.7 
percent, while cost to income 
ratio stood at 50 percent. 

Asset quality indicators con- 
tinued to underscore the bank's 
prudent approach to growth as 
its non-performing loans (NPL) 


rado stood at 6.1 percent, 
among the best in the industry, 
with an NPL cover of 124 per- 
cent. 

The bank ended the year with 
an asset size of P106 billion, ога 
20 percent growth from the 
year-end 2004 level. 

"We are extremely pleased 
with the earnings momentum 
that we have maintained over 
the last few years. A great deal 
of focus has been placed on se- 
curing a solid niche among our 
corporate and retail customers 
which should enable us to con- 
tinue building a sustainable 
business model that will further 
enhance value for our stake- 
holders,” Security Bank presi 
dent and CEO Alberto S. Vil- 
larosa said. 


Bancommerce profit up 


BANK OF COMMERCE DELIV- 
ered yet another strong perfor- 
mance in 2005 as it registered an 
unaudited net income after tax of 
P435.6 million, up 423 percent 
from P83.3 million in the previ- 
ous year. 

lis growth was driven by the 
rise in funds and fee-based in- 
come. Total deposits reached 
P42.2 billion in end-December 
2005. Net interest margins were 
posted at P1.9 billion, 9.3 percent 
higher than year ago. Fee-based 
Tevenues rose by P109 million to 
P965 million, а 13-percent in- 
crease. 
* Last year, the market snapped 
upp the bank’s issuance of the P1.2. 
billion worth of Tier-2 capital 


notes within a week from the 
start of the offer period, and rais- 
ing its capital adequacy ratio well 
above statutory requirements. 
This additional capital helped 
boost Bancommerce's profitabili- 
ty and assured medium-term 
growth. 

For 2006, Bancommerce presi- 
dent Raul B. de Mesa said that the 
bank shall focus on increasing its 
market share in deposits through 
more innovative products and a 
funds generation campaign. Part 
of this will be used ro fund an ex- 
pansion of its loan portfolio. Be- 
yond growth, however, manage- 
ment would put a premium on 
further enhancing the bank's bal- 
ance sheet.” 


Questions of policies 


From page B7 


(СТР policies from GSIS, and on- 
ly from GSIS. Such a decree 
would be illegal. The industry 
‘will surely challenge itin Court. 
Without going into the legal 
‘and constitutional issues, ! would 
‘not mind if the GSIS were to com- 
pete in the open market for the. 
CTPL business, just like any in- 


surance company. 

What 1 like most about the 
Clearing House is this: The vehi- 
Че owner has complete freedom 
to choose the insurance company, 
his broker or agent. I am willing 
to accept that the GSIS be includ- 
ced in the basket of choices. It will 
be interesting to see how much 
business GSIS will get In a free 
and open market 
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BUSINESS 
SB Corp. raises loan caps for SMEs 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


TO REACH MORE SMALL AND MEDIUM EN- 
terprises this year, the Small Business Guarantee 
and Finance Corp. (SB Corp.) has relaxed its lend- 
ing rales and increased its lending ceilings. 

Tor SMEs in the provinces, qualified bor- 
rowers with an asset size of PLS-P100 million 
can now borrow up to P10 million, up from 
the previous cap of P5 million, under the 
SME-Financing for Variable Business Expan- 
sion. The loan can be used for business expan- 
sion, inclusive of the working capital 

"The borrowing cap for enterprises with asset 
‘base oft least P3 million was now setat P3 milion 
while micro enterprises with asset size of at least 
500,000 may borrow as much as P1.5 milion. 

SB Corp's lending facility for franchising 
companies and related businesses has been 
enhanced. It now covers purchase orders 
from suppliers, franchise company-owned 
outlets for possible resale, expansion of fran- 
chise commissary outlets and systems devel- 


RP Bahrain to 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE PHILIPPINES IS SET TO HOLD AIR TALKS 
with Bahrain late this week. 

А member of the country’s negotiating panel 
said Bahrain was expected to seek additional 
flight entitlements after Gulf Air lost to Abu 
Dhabi's Etihad four-weekly flights to Manila. 

Etihad is scheduled to start its Abu Dhabi- 
‘Manila flights today. Abu Dhabi, one of the seven 
Arab emirates, took back last year the four-weekly 
fights that it had lent to Gulf Air for several years. 

Now Bahrain is pressing for additional entitle- 
ments from the Philippines to replace what Gulf 
Air had lost to Etihad, according to aviation offi 
‘cials. It currently has four Manila-Bahrain flights. 

Gulf Air, Middle East oldest carrier, used 
to fly nine times to Manila from Abu Dhabi, 
Bahrain and Oman. 

Aviation officials said the air policy 
talks—the Philippines’ first for ше 
year—would be held in Clark, Pampanga on 
‘Thursday and Friday (Feb. 16 and 17). 


opment for new franchisers. 

‘Moreover, financing for suppliers had been 
expanded to cover the top 2,000 corporations. 

SB Corp. chair Zorayda Amelia Capistrano- 
Alonzo said the expansion of the borrowing 
ceilings would allow the company to reach 
more SME borrowers from all industry sectors. 

“The move, she said, was in response the grow- 
ing and evolving credit needs of the SMEs. 

SB Corp. has a loan portfolio of about P6 bil- 
lion, part of which was raised through official 
development assistance (ODA) from the Asian 
Development Bank and the Kreditanstalt fur 
Wiederaufbau (KAW), and the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development. 

$B Corp., an agency of the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry (DTD), makes specific finan- 
cial interventions such as retail lending for pre- 
bankable, guarantees for near bankable and 
wholesale facility for bankable SMEs, 

Considered as the backbone of the Philip- 
pine economy, the SME sector employs 69.9 
percent of the country's labor force. 


hold air talks 


‘The Philippines, according to the offical, 
does not stand to benefit from the expansion 
of air ties with Bahrain because it already had 
liberalized its air policies. 

“Prioritizing air talks with Bahrain instead 
of Saudi Arabia might be inimical to the inter- 
est of Philippine Airlines," he s 

PAL has been losing on the Middle East 
route after the Philippines gave excessive ca- 
pacity to Gulf carriers. 

PAL president Jaime Bautista had asked 
‘Transport Secretary Leandro Mendoza and the 
air panel to defer any air talks with Bahrain 
and other Gulf states for at least two months. 

"Any aviation discussions with Arab Gulf 
States that further increase the capacity over- 
supply (with the Middle East) would only 
compromise an increasingly critical situa- 
tion,” said Bautista ina letter to Mendoza. 

‘The PAL president said should this happen, 
the flag carrier would have to push through 
with the suspension of its Manila-Riyadh 
thrice-weekly flights starting March 2. 
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P1.1-B theme 
park project 
in Manila OKd 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


А CHINESE FIRMS PROPOSED P1.1-BIL- 
lion theme park was given the green light by 
the Board of Investments last week. 

According to the BOI, China Oceanis Philip- 
pines Inc/s Manila Ocean Park would rise at the. 
l-hectare Luneta Boardwalk Platform facing 
Manila Bay and behind the Quirino Grandstand. 

The amusement center—set to open on 
Feb. 2008—would include an Oceanarium, а 
Marine Discovery Park, promenade areas, a 
boardwalk and a theme and landscaped shop- 
pingarea. 

‘Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. Hernandez, 
who is also BOI managing head, said the pro- 
ject would not only bring ina sizeable amount 
of capital but was also expected to create 
1,830 new jobs. 

Having been listed with a pioneer status as 
a tourism project, the Singaporean, 
Malaysian, Chinese and Australian propo- 
nents would enjoy a six-year tax holiday, du- 
ty-free importation of capital equipment and 
other fiscal and non-fiscal perks. 

Manila Ocean Park aims at becoming a ma- 
jor tourist destination in the country as well 
as in Southeast Asia mainly through its Ocea- 
marium complex that would feature marine 
life-themed cultural, lifestyle and entertain- 
‘ment pavilion, and park facilities. 

The Oceanarium would showcase “thou- 
sands of sharks, colorful tropical fishes of var- 
ious species and invertebrates indigenous to 
the Philippines. 

The BOI said the state-of-the-art facility 
‘would have a transparent, acrylic-made tunnel 
to provide visitors the experience of walking un- 
derwater and viewing the sea creatures. 

Themes would also include the “Jungle 
Trek," "Seven Seas" and the "Lost Atlantis.” 

Moreover, the project is expected to make 
the site a “grand people's park” for both for- 
eign and local tourists, in support of the Philip- 
pine Tourism Authority and the city govern 
‘ment of Manila's efforts to revitalize the area. 
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Manila Water spared 
from paying '06 taxes 


Love ones. 


кей Exemption seen to result in Р1В in savings 


C жуш. TE ERU. Voi] By Christine A. Gaylican billion in savings for the company. 
AV LL АТ SS [^ МУСІ reported to the Philippine Stock Exchange that 
QR VATI ГЕД e: PE | EAST ZONE CONCESSIONAIRE MANILA WATER COM- the Board of Investments had granted its petition for гак 

idol ATE EL pany Inc, (MWC) has been exempted from paying in- exemption throughout 2006. 

ome taxes for another year, which may result in over P1 Gloria Padua-de Castro, MWCI investment relations 
and compliance officer, said the savings to be 
generated from the tax exemption would en- 
able the company to expand water service 
coverage in Rizal, and install 120 kilometers 

of pipes in other areas. 
; And because of the income (ах holiday 
= TAF Е о : granted to MWCI, the company decided not 
€ 2 z i to pass on to its customers any additional 
charges resulting from the recent increase in 


THE CRDi-POWERED : i pd a the value added taxate. 
% р * The water firm increased its rates on Jan. 1. 
SEDAN - д Е , КЕЯ Virgilio C. Rivera, MWCI regulatory affairs 
н " E i 5 director, said іп an interview that its 56-centa- 
The Hyundai Accent gives you the liberty | wae 3 vo rate increase excluded the additional 2 
" | percent increase in the VAT rate. 
to go that extra distance by combining the Rivera said that what is significant is the 
m Nee я Бала, B drop of the foreign currency differential ad- 
power and fuel efficiency of CRDi engine ЕБ justment (FCDA) from 46 centavos to 37 cen- 
tavos per cubic meter due to the recent gains 
technology. " ofthe peso against the US dollar. à 
я "We also want to emphasize that the addi- 
Now you have the freedom to go places. А р j т tional expanded value added tax of 2 percent. 
i + : is yet to be factored in our rates,” Rivera said. 
A ‘Under its concession agreement with the 
BRE 5 ^ h $ government, the inflation adjustment pro- 
^T 3 П i s vides for an automatic increase in water 
charges each year, while the forex component 
of bills is adjusted on a quarterly basis. 

Manila Water supplies water and sewerage 
services to the east zone of Metro Manila 
which include parts of Manila, Quezon City, 
‘Makati, Mandalaluyong, Quezon City, Mariki- 
na, Pasig, Taguig, Pateros, and a portion of 
Rizal province. 


Can’t afford 
LPG? Why 
not try coal? 


By Abigail L. Ho 


BORACAY, AKLAN—IF YOU CAN'T AFFORD 
even the "sachet-type" of cooking gas, why 
not try going back to basies and use coal for 
cooking instead? 

‘Although the Department of Energy is urg- 
ing oil firms to start offering liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) іп 1-kilogram tanks, the 
agency is also working with the departments 
of trade and science and technology to com- 
mercially offer coal briquettes for cooking. 

Coal briquettes are blocks of coal dust 
mixed with other biomass materials that can 
be used for cooking and kindling. Unlike con- 
ventional charcoal, which is popularly used 
for barbecues, coal briquettes are more envi- 
ronment friendly. 

"There's actually an experimental coal bri- 
quette project right now,” Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla said. “We want to encourage 
this as an environment friendly substitute for 
LPG.” 

He said President Macapagal-Arroyo her- 
self had given specific instructions to explore 
this cooking gas alternative, in keeping with 
the government's thrust to ease the burden of 
consumers, particularly those in the 
marginalized sector. 

The Consunji family’s DMCI Holdings Inc. 
is currently working with the DOE and a Ger: 
man technology partner for the production of 
coal briquettes for the commercial market, 

DMCI president Isidro Consunji said this was 
‘one of the company's new projects. DMCI draws 
its coal resources from the Semirara Mining 
Corp., the country's largest coal mining firm. 

Lotilla said DMCI’s German consultant 

A state-of-the-art Е c The new shift pattern would be coming back to the country within 

engine designed x i 20и shows the relocated. the month, More concrete plans could be pre- 

and developed in reverse.gear. This sented by then. 

Hyundai's R&D whenever method prevents any ‘State firm Philippine National Oil Co., 

facitity.in | И needed, accidental gear shift. through subsidiary PNOC Coal Corp., used to 

а for enhanced safely operate a coal briquetting plant in Bauan, 
" 7 i gi While driving: Batangas, marketing the coal briquettes un- 

CRDi Engine Variable Geometry Euro-inspired der the Grilla brand. 

Turbine (VGT) Pull and Shift Method PNOC Coal has stopped operating the plant. 
and has leased it out to a private entity, which 
now supplies coal briquettes to nearby 

3 ET hatcheries, Lotilla said. 
ED HYUNDAI y "The p entity (е eed ug Be 
{ ў jetting plant is actually making money” he said 
` dde dt n: RU Hsing prices of LPG in the international 
М market had prompted the DOE to come up 
ў Я + with ways to make cooking gas more afford- 
{vos ALABANG - Tis 2 00-7 (02) 802474- UNDA BALINTAWAK -T (023020104 ANDA COMMONMEALTH To, n 201220110 10, IYUNDA EDSA т О Yole to the masses, One such way is for LPG to 
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ета Paco 09 Motto No. 22) 310.2910 HYUNDAI PAMPANGA Tol (4) 91-1104 + HYUNDAI SOUTHERN MINDANAO T 0212222958 Soon ta opon HYUNDAI BATANGAS said that two firms, DJ Safe Gas and Pow 
ТЫША CAVE T HYUNDAI FORT BONIFACIO HYUNDAI NARCOS HAY HYUNDAI NAGA HYUNDAI OTIS MANILA (HYUNDAI PASIG.” HYUNDAI SAN PABLO, LAGURA HYUNDAI SHAW BLVD. ЖШ АЫ Ка Inc; had exprened thelr 


ж инни чин, intention to offer l-kilogram LPG tanks, 
which would be priced at a little more than 
P60, and would last for about three days. 
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Bicol lovers 
keep low 
profile /B2-3 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao Valentine's Day. | fs | Veralex” в me of the mest natural and undetectable proces set uc 
‘This augurs well for hotels, bars : Ic requires no surgery no daily maintenance, no mesh, ‘The results аге astounding! 
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Nestlé Philippines | PLDT SMART Seal the Ultimate Deal 


esté and PLDT SMART forged 
convergent alliance when 
Philippines Inc. conso! 


Wireless communications needs th 
combined strength of the PLDT Group. 
country's wireless leader SMART Communi 
tions Ine. now provides custom: post-p: 
corporate plans throughout Nestlé Philippines 
Inc The 3500 strong workforce throughout 
the country from quality control, product 
development, to the CEO аге ай bridged 
wirelessly through SMART's industry leading 
cellular coverage, 
“The Nestlé brands have become 
woven into the fabric of the Filipino way of 
а . PLDT/SMART 
during their formal 
art of the PLDT group. 
y to be of service 


‘Our two-year exclusiv 

with SMART will allow us to st 
te plans and enjoy the benefits 
id Nandu Nandkishore, 


The deal got even sweeter for Nestlé employ- 
ces in the form of discounted personal SMART 
plans. "The benefits to be derived by the 


ees who want to join the Si 
world's biggest food 


1866 by Henri Nestlé, 
cercal-based. n. 
Nestlé bas been 
operating for over 100 years, and is one of the 
the country. Nestle 
Philippines Inc. ranks among the top in the 
product categories where it competes. It 
operates 4 factories around the Philippines 
export to the entire ASEAN region 
Newdés brands include NESCAFE, MAGGI 
NIDO, MILO, and NESTEA. 

Bring your business to the big time 
with PLDT Business Solutions, whatever size it 
is, Custom packages include online inventory 

ement through Shops.work, 


business technologies. 

behind the country's most succes 

prises work for you. Contact PLDT Business 

Solutions. through 874-7474, or emal (RL RO AM 
bizsolpldt.com.ph, or log on to Nandu 

wyw.pldt.com.ph. I your business isn't inthe SSSR 

2ist century, It's history. oi 


Regional Strength, Asian Warmth 


* Among the top banks in the world 
+ One of Asia's Best Banks (FINANCIAL TIMES, 2004) 
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OUR GREETINGS 


OF LOVE & GRATITUDE 


TO PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO, 
OUR FRIENDS & ALLIES IN CONGRESS 
HONORABLE SENATORS RICHARD GORDON, 
RALPH RECTO, JUAN PONCE ENRILE, 

FRANCIS PANGILINAN, MAR ROXAS, LITO LAPID. 


HOUSE SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA 
CONGRESSMAN JESLI LAPUS, 

CHAIR, HOUSE COMMITEE ON WAYS & MEANS 
AND ALL ITS MEMBERS 

CENTRAL LUZON CONGRESSMEN. 


WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR COLLECTIVE EFFORTS 
TO WORK FOR THE SPEEDY PASSAGE OF LEGISLATIVE 
MEASURES ARISING FROM A RECENT 

SUPREME COURT RULING. 


YOUR WISDOM AND ABOVEBOARD RESPONSE 
AFFIRMED OUR BELIEF THAT CLARK WILL REMAIN OUR 
FIELD OF DREAMS AND HOPE. 


YOU SHOWED YOUR CONCERN TO THE MORE THAN 
350 LOCAL & FOREIGN INVESTORS 
WHO IN GOOD FAITH INVESTED IN OUR ECOZONE 


€ EMPLOYING 37,000 WORKERS, RECEIVING SOME 
P4.1 BILLION ANNUALLY WHICH IS PLOWED BACK 
TO THE ECONOMY 


REGISTERED A 1596 EXPORT GROWTH 
NOW AT P54 BILLION ANNUALLY 


REMITTED P1.2 BILLION TAXES ANNUALLY 
TO THE NATIONAL TREASURY 


INVESTED P35 BILLION IN CLARK 


REGISTERED 456% GROWTH IN 
AIRPORT PASSENGER TRAFFIC, 
SERVING OIR OFW'S AND THEIR FAMILIES 


AND MIND YOU... 
WE BARELY TOOK OFF THE GROUND... 
THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING. 


YOU, OUR FRIENDS, REFUSED TO GIVE UP ON US 


BECAUSE YOU HAVE SEEN THE WHOLE... 
THE REAL PICTURE. 


CLARK 15 GOOD NOT ONLY 
FOR THE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL LUZON... 
BUT FOR ALL FILIPINOS 


THAT'S WHY WE WILL NEVER 
FORGET TO THANK YOU. 


HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY 


= г = CLARK DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
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Love is in the айг... 


From pago Bt 
ebrated over three-days, from 
February 13 to 15. 

In other places like Hong 
Kong, he says, not too much at- 
tention is given to the day, and 
those who do are usually cou- 
ples out on a date, Not so in the 
Philippines. 

“Here, Valentine's Day is not 
exclusive for two people any- 
more,” Linhart, а Canadian, 
says. “There are families, two 
or three couples together, one 
couple setting up friends on a 
blind date, even bosses taking 
out their secretaries as a reat." 

He says the day's attraction 
сап be attributed to the emo- 
tional nature of Filipinos. 

“Filipinos are the warmest 
and most compassionate рео- 
ple in Asia,” he says, “they are 
very emotional and romantic 
and this adds a deeper dimen- 
sion to the season.” 

Thus, almost all of the 
restaurants of hotels like the 
Makati Shangri-la are full dur- 
ing this much-anticipated time 
of the year. 

For the 14th, Makati 
Shangri-La is bringing back its 
“Love Is In The Air" special 
where guests enjoy a unique 
set menu under the stars in the 
outdoor patio for about P2,000 
aperson. 

Ladies get a complimentary 
тозе and the couples, families 
or friends enjoy good food with 
quiet music in the background. 

“Every year, seats are sold 
out, we just try to keep extra 
tables around for last-minute 
guests," Linhart says, "we ex- 
pect another record year this 
year" 

Bars like Merk's Bar Bistro in 
Greenbelt 3 have the same ex- 
perience during the Valentine 
season. 

"Valentine's is the best day 
for a bar,” says Merk's owner 
Richard Merk. “It's even better 
than Christmas for us.” 

Rising prices and the weak- 
ening purchasing power are 


Walang ina na ‘di nangangarap ng magandang kinabukasan para sa kanyang anak. 


Gaya ng ina, hangad din ng Philam Plans ang isang magandang kinabukasai 


not too much of a deterrent, he 
says, as it has become a tradi- 
tion ‘among Filipinos to go out 
during Valentine's Day. 

"People really go out, that's 
why every place is full,” Merk 
says, "and it’s not just couples 
‘who go out, there are families, 
people in courtship, married 
couples and even those who 
are just friends." 

"This year, Aretha and Sould 
Out band and Noel Cabangon 
will perform back to back for 
the “Betcha By Golly Love" spe- 
cial for Feb. 13 and 14. 

There will be а minimum 
P800 per person consumable 
charge, which Merk says is bet- 
ter than selling tickets. 

Merk expects another full 
house this year, as has been the 
experience the past two years, 
political and economic prob- 
lems notwithstanding. 

“Filipinos are romantic, 
that’s why they will still go 
out," Merk says, "they believe 
in Cupid, the same way they 
believe in Santa Claus." 

Entertainment, however, is 
mot the only thing that lovers 
and families look forward to 
during Valentine's 

Food and company will do 
nicely, which is why restau- 
rants also experience brisk 
business during the February 
red letter days. 

Ricky Gutierrez, CEO and 
president of the Chateau group 
of restaurants, which includes 
Sentro, Chateau 1771 and Por- 
tico, says Feb. 14 is the single 
best day in the year for the 
group, with sales doubling that 
day. 

Gutierrez adds that the de- 
mand for reservations goes as 
high as 70 percent of the ta- 
bles, as opposed to the normal 
rate of 30 percent. 

"And on Valentine's Day, we 
try to bring people in as early as 
6:30 p.m. and then we inform 
them that there will be another 
group coming in at about 8:30 
pm," Gutierrez says. 
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BIG BUCKS NEEDED 


Putting on shows B 


is not for 


the faint-hearted 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 
PUTTING ON A GREAT VALEN- will 
tine’s show is not for the faint of 
heart. 

Danee Samonte, who heads 
Steve O'Neal Productions, a local 
firm that brings in foreign talents, 
tells Business Monday that while 
there is a big market for Valen- 
Чпез Day shows, a concert pro- 
moter has to deal with fierce 
competition, making it hard to 
get a profitable enough slice of 
the show market. 

This years Valentine season, 
which starts from Feb. 10 to 14, 
will see at least 30 major shows 
highlighted by Steve O'Neal's The 
Zombies, crooner Andy Williams 
and 70s pop group Kalapana. 

“The only difference this year 
is that there are more local acts 
putting on shows,” Samonte says, 
“which was not the case last year 
ortwo years ago when there were 
more foreign acts coming to the 
country for Valentine's Day" 

One reason is the cost. 

Samonte says the ve 
ofthe biggest expenses 
moter has to deal with. 


set 


capacity of 


cation. 


for 


eisone artists do 


ata pro- 


Rent for one night at the 
Araneta Coliseum, for example, 


P300,000, and another P100,000 
forthe air conditioning. This does 
not include the center's commis- 
sion from the ticket sales. 
‘Araneta Coliseum, however, is 
the preferred venue despite the 
price because it has the biggest 


and also because of its prime lo- 


This explains the Araneta Coli- 
seum’s long waiting list. 

Samonte says The Zombies 
concert tonight, for instance, was 
booked as early as May last year. 

After getting the venue, there's 
the talent fee for the artist, which 
can range from $10,000 per show 

inactive 
$500,000-level 
artists like Elton John, Billy Joel 
or Mariah Carey. 

Local artists get paid much 
lower. Sources says the range is 
20,000 to P500,000 a show. 

The talent fees of the foreign. 


costs contained in the so-called 
"technical rider" that spells out 


fore put 
a promoter” back 


Samonte says. 


about 15,000 people, 


in the Philippines. 


artists. 


artists to the 
for big-name 
preferred color. 


into collecting miles. 


not include hidden 
says. 


Then there's 


the requirements of the artist be- 
gon the show. 

"The more popular the talent, 
the thicker the technical rider” 


The rider includes everything 
from what the artist wants to eat, 
the plane they will take, the 
sound system they will use, the 
hotel they will stay in, even the 
size of the bottled water they 
‘want to take along while they're 


Samonte says a concert pro- 
moter must be ready to adhere to 
the weirdest request from the 


There was one major artist, he 
says, who gave a five-star hotel 
quite a problem because she re- 
quired a grand piano to be in- 
stalled in her room, and that the 
"walls must be repainted to her 


He says Peter Asher of Peter 
and Gordon was also very specific 
about the airline because he was 


"He was more concerned about. 
the airline than the talent fee,” he 


the 
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Cascades and Area One. 


Brothers who, because they do 
not get along although they 
perform together, required that 
they ride in different 
limousines and take different 
entrances to the stage. 

Samonte, however, says that 
not all foreign artists are difficult 
to work with. 

He says that fortunately, most 
of the artists that he brought 
here, like The Cascades and Pat 
Upton of Spiral Starecase, have 
become personal friends and put 
in a good word for the Philip- 
pines. 

Then after putting out all that 
money to organize the show, 
there is no assurance that it will 
make a profit. There is no such 
thing, he says, as a sure thing in 
the business of concert promo- 
tion. 

He says there are cases when 
ап act draws in a bigger crowd 
than expected, and also instances 
where the audience support came 
in way below expectations. 

“I just rely on averaging. If I 
bring in six acts a year, 1 will just 
hope that more will make mon- 


Everly ey." he says. 


Bicol lovers keep low profile 


LEGAZPI CITY—DAYS BEFORE VALENTINE'S 
Day, business establishments here have been 
cashing in on the occasion. 

Flower prices are steadily climbing and will 
reach their peak tomorrow when most cus- 
tomers usually rush out to buy flowers for 
their loved ones, flower vendors here say. 

At sidewalk stalls along Lapu-Lapu Street, a 
single long stemmed rose (red or white) sells for 
P25 but vendors say it will likely shoot up to P50 
to P75 apiece by Feb. 14 due to high demand. 


Plans na nagbibigay ng pinakamahusay na benepisyong pang-edukasyon, siguradong matutupad па 


Ang Philam Plans ay matatag - ito ang may pinakamalaki at pinaka-liqui 
nangungunang insurance company sa bansa at AIG, ang nangungunang 


A box of flowers containing three roses now 
priced at P100 will cost about P250 by tomorrow. 

Other shops like Jardine de Legazpi opts to in- 
troduce new products and presentations not yet 
available in the market at a “reasonable price,” 
and will not increase prices on other products. 

The rise in fuel prices prompted the shop to 
innovate and do away with promotions dur- 
ing Valentine's. 

"We cannot do free delivery now because of 
the rise in fuel prices," shopowner Erlinda Ju- 


ang pangarap mo para sa kanya. 


Philam Plans, tunay na maaasahan, mapagkakatiwalaan at masasandalan. Kung nag-lisa ang ina, па-за din ang Philam Plans, 


[AI G ноа осе 


“The Philam Group of Companles offers you a fall rang inci 


"Savings and Моно 
Immediately to те SE 


р a 


"Mutual Fund Investments 


The Secures Exchange Comision (SEC has cot approved this advertemeat or determined W 
Я o lee or insecure statement 


y Development * Cradit Cards Busines 


is is accurate or complete Ay representation to the contrary constitutes a violation of the revised Secu 


Management 
Advisory Service 


мева Plans 


landa says. 

But for William Molina, owner of Grand Events 
flower and party shop, delivering the flowers for 
free is what lures more customers to their shop at 
the 2nd floor ofthe Pacific Mall in Legazpi City 

"They sell Holland roses, along with poppies 
and other flower varieties which he says come 
from Baguio City. A basket of assorted flowers 
with heart-shaped balloons and a small teddy 
bear sells for P250 while a bigger basket of 

вісоув25 


Isang kinabukasang dulot ng paghahandang dala ng edukasyon. 
п para sa inyong anak, Sa pamamagitan ng Pangako Education Plans na abot-kaya at Gold Education 


id na trust fund sa lahat ng pre-need companies sa bansa. Ang Philam Plans ay affiliate ng Philamlife, ang 
international insurance and financial services organization sa buong mundo. 
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Valentine's Day across the nation 
Neat Shop smart on day of hearts 


By Jolene R. Bulambot saleable flowers, according to minimumofPSOfortheirdeliver- — Even a student can afford to 
PDI Visayas Bureau Mayola, are the Holland roses, ies within Cebu City. buy a rose for PS or one with rose 
tulips and carnation. But those who cannot afford to with a photo for P10, Hayag says. 
CEBUCITY—LOVEISINTHEAIR She says the prices have gone buy a bouquet of expensive flow- Меху Gacayan, who has been 
as lovers, young and old, look for- wp twice from the original price erscan get beautifuland inexpen- selling imported Holland roses at 
ward to the most romantic day of during the first two weeks of sive ones at the Freedom Park in the Freedom Park, says it has 
the year, “the celebration of Valen- February. Carbon, Magallanes Street and been their practice to double the 
tines Day" Mayola says each stalk of Hol- along Sto. Rosario Parish Church, prices of their flowers during this 
Despite the hard times, many land rose costs P350 from the Рао Lim, a 27-year-old busi- time because of high demand. 
still manage to show affection to P150 regular price while а dozen песотап, says he could buy three А dozen white Holland roses 
their love ones through flowers, of tulips now cost P1,950, Equa- beautiful red roses wrapped ina аге sold at P110 while the red 
according to some Cebu florists. tor roses P3,000 and carnation fancy plastic just outside Sto. Holland roses are at P140, 
Managers of high-end flower for P1,500. Rosario Church for as low as P75. Gacayan says. A bouquet of 
shops, however, admit that many The price of a bouquet of А bouquet of red roses only cost mixed mums amd roses costs 
of their clients mainly avail of mixed flowers has also gone up P400 in Sto. Rosario. P500. 
their flower arrangements be- from Р5,000 to P8,000 depend-  "lésverypracücalandwedomt For those like 30-year-old Den- 
cause of the freebies and dis- ing on the kinds of flowers and have to pay more for beautiful nis Sawi, whose loved ones are in 
counts they are offering. their arrangements, Mayola flowers. They have roses and other countries, the Internet is 
Promotional packages are of- adds. mums and when arranged cre- where they can order their fresh 
fered to suit the tastes of their Gilbert Padilla, in charge of atively could serve as beautiful flowers. 
clients, says Cheche Mayola, Florisde Cielito, tells the Inqumen gifts for my girlfriend,” he says Sawi says he used the Internet 
manager of Le Fleur Garden and they started giving five to 10 рег. Eduarda Hayag says she sellsa to order the flowers that were de- 
Decor Shop. ‘cent discounts to their early bird bouquet of red roses for P400 livered to his girlfriend, a nurse 
Mayola says their clients re- clients who ordered flowers be- during the Valentine season from who is based in New York City, 
ent ceive free imported chocolates or tween Feb. 1 and 10. its original price of P150. Sawi says he surfed the Net 
MARITES Taborada, saleslady of Mom The Flower Shop shows a эп Australian-made stuffed toy Padilla says their red roses are Three stalks of red roses mixed and filled up an application form. 
dozen red tulips in a vase worth P1,500. for every purchase of P1,500bou- the most in demand. with white aster flowers and With his credit card, he says he 
SVESPRTUFOINORTHERNLUZONSUREW quet of flowers. A bouquet of red roses costs placed ina box aresold at P30 to ordered fresh flowers worth 
"We had distributed fliers to P1,600 from its original price of P50, Hayag says. P2,000 to be delivered to his girl- 
different schools [prior to Valen. P700, a dozen Holland tulips ost Науар, who has been selling friend. He says he has been doing 
Flowers? It will ost ou tines day) and the holders of P2,000 and the mixed flowerscon- flowers at Sto. Rosario Church, this over the last two years. “I sur- 
: € y these fiers wouldbegettingal0- sist of liliums, Malaysian mums, says many students and even pro- prised her by sending her red 
Ty SARM. PACE ОР percent discount for our flowers, carnation and orchids are sold at fessionals troop to their stalls flowers on Valentine's Day end 
пех ae Mayola says. P800 to P1,500, Padilla says. during Valentine's Day because of she loved it,” Sawi says, recalling 
ар Noi The most common and Floris de Cielito also charges a their cheap flowers. the first time he sent her flowers. 


Northern Luzon Bureau came 
up with this price list. 


Medus Z| Cash registers ring on V-day 


Gerbera—P30/stem 
аз > By Cyrain б. Cabueñas k the elderly Estehanons are look- 
Tulip—P350 (one pot, three à PDI Visayas Bureau E ig rend gem Valen- 
Я Ben - 2 BORONGAN, EASTERN SAMAR— Federation of Senior Citizens 
Three pieces ina. box—P300 ^ The spirit of St. Valentine does not of Borongan (FESCB) spokesper- 
Реа сумен ^ Я only touch the hearts of Este- son Maria Alar, 77, says their 
Assorted bouquet—P350 IN MANILA, The Flower Farm hanons, it drifts into their cash reg- с Boop bar еу prepared нә 
Flower Shoppe (Mom and sells a dozen roses from imersas wel. x activities экы antes Ne 
Pop's) Holland for P3,800; while three Owners and managers of К x err 
Gerbera—P30/stem pieces во боғ P1,050. Theroses | 152815, hotels, disco houses, Mi » х Bing учам ce 
Carnation—PS0/stem come in two varieties, single and flower shops of this capital : М ‘ FESCB has about 400 active 
‘Tulip—P350 (one pot, three bud and spray (mar budein мөн шн мен сайы И кш ap ет че ый че шор 
оок 2 Бато ея their promos and games days be- B {er BLE gathers three times a year—sum- 
beat шз stem). ^ PHOTOSBYEvesrATU fore Valentine's day Е ү те Christmas and Valentines 
WE С К taurateur Rowena Fabula, | lay. 
pori piri Anthoniuz Floral Design (La | 40, says many couples have made e |] “We gather because we want to 
ly Azotea) their reservations already for her M enjoy our twilight years. We have 
Rose—P30/stem; one dozen, | restaurants special offer. Some E 1 to make the most of our remain- 
P350 have signified to join the restau- ; ing opportunities before we final- 
Malaysian mums— P20/stem; | ranes contest for the search for ПВ у ly leave this world," she says. "Ex- 
one dozen, P250-350 Mr and Ms Valentines while Ў Zi cept for the ball games, we have 
Flowers for the Students many are after the free drinks. : practically the same activities 
Rose—P8-10/stem; опе Information desk officer Shiela ` А Ч with the youth: dance, sing 
dozen-P85-100 табо says Doña Vicenta Hotel of- & along, Mr & Mrs. valentine, and 
‘Arranged (3 pes)—P45 fered 50 percent discount to the р (Sect. % E some parlor games. But we al- 
Long stemmed, extra large— | frst patrons and it is now fully FS ways start with a thanksgiving 
P50-60/2 dozens — booked. А ҮЗЕ Mass," she adds. 
‘Cymbidium orchid—P15 Clients have free use of the ho- ^ gt: А 4d — High school teacher Nancy Do- 
‘Chrysanthemum—P30- tel's swimming pool and get free J fe". cabo, 52, says she prefers staying 
80/dozen (all colors) breakfast. P V iecit 7$ at home with her husband and 


‘Anthurium—P50/dozen Pool Site Disco owner Simpli- kids to parties and outdoor activi 
IN BICOL, a basket of Dis ofParedise-Pas/dozen | die Jy hes been bringing in per. NORMAN Boco, managerofNatad.Narad,warsytermforyardis цы. Висту day should be Valen- 


assorted flowers with heart- Mums—P20/dozen о since Feb. 8. He has pre- one of the favorite hangouts of tourists and politicians. ines day the says 
shaped balloons and a small Bachelors butons—P1S/dozen | pared a dating game for lovers, а ment in town, however, has tak- money for “ukay-ukay” clothes Youth leader Emelyn Galo, 18, 
teddy bear sells for P250 while Compiled by Xaris Tamayo, | dance and singing contest for all, ers. and local confectionery. on the other hand, says the youth 
abigger basket sellsfor P500. ЕУ Espiritu and a kissing contest for married © Anumberofstallownersatthe Bookstore cashier Jomar of today makes every given occ: 
couples. Lots of prizes await ће uptown ‘mall have offered 15-50 Gayoso says their Valentine cards sion a cause for oo sy 
2 Customers on Valentines day, he percent off their goods’ prices yet aregatheringdustontheshelves. cause they are young and woul 
Topsellers at National Bookstore =. Frere is only a mickle of cus. Young people prefer phone like to enjoy life to the full. 
Florist Merlyn Alegre says her tomers. texts and the Internet because But for seminarian Anthony 
LOVERS’ DAY PROMPTS AN IN- man);electronicorpalmorganiz- red American roses are selling Importer Sergio Afable says they aredelivered atonce and are Cepeda, Valentine's day is just an 
О thesales of certainitems. ers, novelty items, greeting cards, like hotcakes. She gives discount business is slow because not much cheaper, he says. escape from the harsh realities of 
спеве ће ево et cesar. photo albums, scrapbook album and offers free delivery to her many people are used го buying Despitetheimminent commer- life and just another profligate 
High-end ballpen (brand— and. planners/organizers, di- customers. imported clothes or chocolates. cial gains or losses of business- practice dangled by business- 
Cross, Parker, Inoxerom, Water- aries, desk accessories, stufftoys Not every business establish- He says many folks still spend minded folks, both the youth and теп. 


LOVE BLOOMS IN DAVAO 


Eat all you can for P96; drink all you can for P125 


By Germelina A. Lacorte Café Marco or Lotus Court for AtApo View's Liquid Bar, "The P3,660, one can have a stay But celebrating love need not are fully booked on that day. Be 
PDI Mindanao Bureau only P688 ora Mongolian dinner Love Pill" offers live band perfor- overnight at the resorts Vista be costly. At The Venue, there is cept for the concerts,” he says, 
опјурбв8 ncaa Pool er. mances from DJ Tresand BJ Kilo Cottage or the Holiday Lodge, drink all you can ший midnight pausing to consider 
DAVAO CITY-FOR LESTER race for only P488, says Art for a minimum charge of PISO partake a dinner and breakfast, for P125 on Feb. 14 to 18.  Joj llagan-Bian, business 
Don Siva, 27 a stroll in the Boncato,hotelsalesand market- that is consumable while theho- enter a fishing village огұо опа There's date and eat at the Impit woman, аруа her family has al- 
Патоп the movies with a spe. ing director. Every group of five, tes Blue Rim Jazz Bar offers guided tour around the pic. Purok at the Marina Town ways celebrated the day togeth 
cial friend would normally cost he says, gets a bottle of red or "Margarita in the house” featur- turesque mountain park. Square—eat-allyou can buffet er. 
him P400. But that's about half white wine for free. ing saxophonist, pianist, singer But for those who are too lazy for P96. “Normally, we start the day 
Мт Р400, Ви абе арон that One can also spend the night Margarita Ignacio from 9 p.m. to go out of town, Filipino buffet | For those with much, much with a Mass to thank God for a 
fine dining restaurants here are and have an intimate dinner onwards. restaurant Nanay Bebeng at the less to spend, there are videoke year of peace and then, we have 
Cooking ue for Valentine's Day. with their loved onesinasuperi- — Royale Mandaya features a- heart of Davao offers Valentine bars all over the city where they dinner in our house,” she says. 
On the day of hearts, however, or room for only P3,888. date for two on its Pasag Grill, а buffet special of home-cooked сап sing love songs to their “But this year, we are going to 
Siva оша bevery busy turning "We were fully-booked on speciallightdinnerfortwoatthe Filipino dishes for P300 per per- hearts content, while gulping Singapore and will be on a 
chicken lechon at КоокеГе where Valentine's Day last year and this hotel poolside for only P500, son. downabotleofbeerornwo. Valentine cruise to Phuket, Thai- 
ети аз а cook and would year we look forward to the with live romantic background Tulip Grand Plaza at the Ori- Рот Valentine gift sugges: land and Penang, Malaysia and 
have no time left to go out. Tune says Patria Joven, ad- music and entertainment, spe- ental Buffet Palace along Matina tions at the Victoria Plaza mall to just have fun and enjoy our to- 
"Firing squad,” he laughs, ге. vertising and promotion officer cial souvenir вії ап а chance to also offers a P295 Valentine buf- the Diamond power peels of- getherness.” 
ferring to someone caught with- ofthe Apo View Hotel. “After the win exciting raffle prizes. fet with bottomless drinks, an fered by the skin doctors, to skin Ѕһе says even the 12 percent 
ош а partneron Valentine's Day successful Asean Tourism Fo-  AtthehorefsKamayo Café, а entertainment froma band from shining, se "enm and expanded value-added tax on 
and he shivered at the prospect, rum, prospects are bullish and “Date to Remember” includes a біп the evening onwards. wellness offered by BioEssence drinks and dinners will not 
"fd rather stay home and peoplehavemoneytospend.” romantic lunch and dinner buf- Кі Garden Hotel offersaspe and Bahin spas business firms dampen people with money to 
sleep.” ‘Apo View is cooking up three fet and special souvenir gift cial Valentine treat of P1,999 with anything to sell are bent оп splurge on the day of hearts. 
But love and passion may пос special events: "Love at Café items that includes an overnight ac- making money on the day of “Knowing the Filipinos who 
be hard to come by for those Josefina" offers a buffet dinner "Get smitten with passion,” commodation, a free ticket to a love. are great lovers, 1 am sure they 
Wimoneyiospend Hotels and for P1,300 per couple, featuring says the Valentine Interlude Valentine show “Pall in laugh — The array of mouth-watering will stil celebrate this day. Most 
и топеу те Бет on cashing live plano and acoustic guitar poster from the Eden Nature with Bambam,” dinner buffer for offers is tempting but Peter Lay. probably, they'll scrimp a little 
ила offers an array of chole. performers, a round of red or Park, ahalfhour ride away from two at Garden Oases Resort and ifa, a Davao city councho; Sys but nevertheless, they will still 
es. Pis wine and a special keep- downtown Davao, offers dinner Restaurant, breakfast in bed for he would rather spend Мет. find creative. ways 10 enjoy the 
мою at the Marco Polo- sake for couples on Valentine's at P350 per person at the Vista two, and a bottle of sparkling tine Day at home, for he knows day with their family and loved 
Davao features a buffet dinner at Day Kiosk overlooking the city. For wine. that most restaurants and hotels ones," she adds. 
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THE COUNTRYS MARINE RESOURCES 
cover about 220 million hectares, making the 
Philippines among the top fish producers in 
theworld. 

Itis thus ironic that while the fishery sector 
resources (sea and inland water resource) far 
exceed that of land-based agricultural sector, 
the direct dependents on the former comprise 
only a tenth of the latter. 

‘And most fisherfolk are just as marginal- 
ized, with the family size ranging from 8 to 
12, and with a high degree of malnutrition. 

it would then seem that the fruits of indus- 
try growth, if any, do not cascade adequately 
to the small fishermen. Ever wondered why? 


Issues and concerns 

‘The problems in the fisheries sector that 
adversely affect the small fishermen are: 

1. Depleted traditional fishing grounds. 

,Overfishing of traditional fishing grounds 
and destruction of habitats can be traced to 
past fishery management, which was fo- 
cused solely on increasing fish catch; and to 
the weak enforcement of marine manage- 
ment measures resulting in the use of ex- 
ploitative fishing methods—leading to accel- 
erated depletion in shallow near-shore fish- 
ing grounds delineated for small fishers, to 
mangrove losses, to sea grass and coral reef 
degradation. 

2. Ineffective allocation of fishery re- 
sources. Efforts to address this problem, like 
delineating specific coastal areas as munici- 
pal waters for the exclusive use of small fish- 
ermen, are rather muddled because of the 
ease by which the policy can be circumvent- 
ed. 

The recently issued DENR AO 24 that 
opened up coastal areas to big investors on а 
25-year lease has sent jitters to environmen- 
talists and small fishermen. 

3. Inadequacy of fishery infrastructure. 
Poor transport facilities, storage and price 
information; the lack of appropriate and 
workable grades and standards; poor han- 
dling practices and conditions at fish land- 
ing sites lend to low value and volume of 
raw catch. 

4. The socio-economic status of small fish- 
erfolk that scares off private finance. Small 
fishermen tend to operate as individuals. 
‘They tend to move to where the catch is abun- 
dant. 


Helpless sub-sector? 

To hopefully improve the situation, we 
have to take the “bull by the horn” so o speak, 
and squarely face up to the need for, among 
othe 

1. Technical and advisory assistance. Or- 
ganizational/group strengthening and ca- 
pacity building efforts need to be revisited 
and reinforced. So with extension services 
and fish inspection/quality control facilities 
in all regions; skills training in the culture of 
non-traditional species like grouper, crabs, 
tilapia, oyster, seaweeds and even pearls; as- 
sistance in shifting from fish capture to aqua- 
culture activities, thereby allowing tradi- 
tional fishing grounds to rest and regener- 
ate. 

Exposure to quality fish processing and 
marketing (dried, smoked, frozen, ferment- 
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ed, fish meal and on to canned or 
cured); without forgetting fishing para- 
phernalia and marine equipment main- 
tenance. 

2. Technology advancement. In dis- 
tent fishing villages where processing 
has a demonstrated growth potential, 
there is the need to upgrade fish land- 
ing sites, ice plants and cold storage fa- 
cilities. Local governments can help 
craft policies integral to their coastal re- 
source management. 

For larger-scale fish processing, it 
helps to obtain current international in- 
formation on fish processing technolo- 
gies, quality control and sanitation, and 
developments in high-value export 
products. 

3. Quality standards. The need for 
standards and code of practice in pro- 
cessing traditional products to achieve. 
wniformity in the quality of finished 
commodities thereby gaining better 
sales/patronage. 

4. Best practices in financing value- 
added fishery products and marketing 


THE FUTURE 


Antonio T. 


Hernandez SE “ы. 
services. Cash flow approach with sav- 
ings promotion features of evaluating 
credit should help inculcate financial 
discipline among the fishermen. 

"The value-chain interdependency in 
fishing projects—from raw catch to 
processed commodity—gives rise to the 
essentials of integration which may 
take on varied arrangements. 

A joint venture with enterprises who 
possess the technology, and manage- 
ment expertise is one model. Fishers 
group contributes labor and use of fish- 
ing equipment; while a third-party fi- 
nancial institution may provide the eq- 
uity and/or financing requirement. 

‘Availability of credit support is essen- 


tial. It should push and make the pro- 
gram run. And the institutional, the en- 
trepreneurial preparation and techno- 
logical intervention are thus afforded 
the opportunity to function. 

5. Law enforcement. The importance 
of a determined law enforcement arm 
cannot be over-emphasized. The local 
government units, which are nearest to 
where the action is, cannot pass up on 
this responsibility. 


Industry outlook 

Positive developments should be an- 
ticipated as there are encouraging de- 
velopments. These include: 

* Continuing rapid demand growth 
for fish and fish products; 

® Emergence of a wholistic manage- 
ment on rehabilitation, enhancement 
and sustainability of fishing resources. 
worldwide; and 

© Shift in types of species trawled 
and consumed toward the low-priced 
ones. 

Government response should thus 


B2) 


dwell on policy environment, on public 
investment needs and on establishing a 
sound institutional framework for 
coastal fisherfolks’ financial access. 

Financial access still looms as a ma- 
jor concern. Thus, specialized govern- 
ment banks (SGBs) established for 
countryside development may do well 
to reassess their financing philosophy. 

Have our government-supported 
banks been reasonably development- 
oriented and truly been the pioneering. 
models expected of them? 

The question needs to be answered 
as if there's one sector that needs help, 
it’s the fisheries sector. 

(This article reflects the personal opin- 
ion of the author and does not reflect the 
official stand of the Management Associ- 
ation of the Philippines. The author is a 
Management and Development Finance 
Consultant, Chairman Team 7 Services 
and Management Corporation, National 
Director of PICPA and former SVP of 
Land Вай. Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 
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Attend the Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit! 


И 


Calling all entrepreneurship educators and business owners! Take the lead in creating a great nation 
by taking part in the Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit on February 23, 2006 at the Every Nation 
Leadership Institute at the Bonifacio Global City, Taguig. Get to meet some of the country's most 
successful business leaders, learn from their stories and exchange information vital for strengthening 
business education and equipping entrepreneurs with the right business skills. With such a wealth of 
useful insights, you can help better spread the spirit and culture of enterprise in the country 
Be part of the Entrepreneurship Revolution! Go Negosyo NOW! 


the same design is sold for P500. 

‘Their most expensive item is a P1,500 bas- 
ket with two dozen roses. 

‘At the LCC Mall, Valentine cards, stuffed 
toys and imported chocolates in all shapes 
and sizes adorn the atrium of the shopping 
center. A medium-sized teddy bear stuffed toy 
now sells for over P400. 

‘Sampaguita Tourist Inn was already report- 
ing an increase in the number of customers. 

"We are usually fully booked by the 14th 
but will not be increasing room rates on 
Valentine's Day" says an attendant, who re- 
quested anonymity. 

The inn is a popular getaway for couples 
and families alike. 

Room rates still range from P150 (single 
bedroom) to P575 (double bedroom). 

Restaurants have already been dishing out 
promos. The First Colonial Grill in Albay has 
come up with special packages for couples 
willing to spend over P1,000. 

"We will reserve our function room for 
those who want exclusivity.” says managing 
supervisor Jhing Muñoz. 

For a minimum charge of P1, 500, couples 
can dine in a room accentuated with rose 
petals on the floor, scented candles, and soft 
music,” Muñoz adds. 

A special heart shaped valentine dish of 
chicken and pasta, "Chicken Valentina", was a 
hitlast year at P250. 

Other joints offer cheaper alternatives. 

At the Golden Boat restaurant and Videoke 
Bar, a buffet dinner with a heart-shaped cake, 
fruits and coconut jelly for dessert, costs 
P150, says sales and marketing manager head 
Gemma Sarte. 


Entrepreneurship 
Entrepreneurship Expo February 24-25, 2006 • 


Summit February 23, 2006 + Every Nation Leadership Institute 
Market! Market! Trade Halls A & B 


Call 637-9347 or 631-8101 loc. 7188 / 0920-9269232 
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Spending little : 
Although restos and hotels get swamped 
DAY 1 


here by yuppies and the rich on Valentine's 
Day, some Legazpeños opt to celebrate ac- Keynote Address: President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo « PCE Recognition of 
cording to their tight budget. Outstanding Entrepreneurship Teachers/Students/Programs by PCE 
"Well probably go out and stroll by the sea * FORUM 1: Building National Confidence and Optimism To Inspire More 
away from the kids and eat some goto after- Successful Filipino Entrepreneurs « FORUM 2: A Global Market Beckons the 
wards," says Aquinas University teacher Sara Filipino Entrepreneur + FORUM 3: Uncommon Heroes for the Common Good 
Marie Aviado. "Ies not important that you - FORUM 4: New Approaches in Teaching Entrepreneurship Education 
spend for it, anyway. What matters is you 1 Breeding an Entrepreneurial Mindset and Culture + Culminating Forum on 
spend time together as a couple,” she says. “Triggering The Age Of Entrepreneurship in The Philipines 
“Twenty-three year old librarian Sheira Terol 
says she'll probably "watch" the lovapalooza 
event organized by Bar 101, Leo Martin B. 
Ganace, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


+ 
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DAY 2 
international Workshop on Technopreneurship + PCE National Business Plan 
Competition Brief • Elevator Pitches by Various Business Plan Competition 
Winners & Runners-up - Funding Options • Awarding of PCE-ENEDA 
Cup Winners - GO NEGOSYO Concert with Orange and Lemons 


DAY 3 
The Franchise Boom: Now is the Time to Get Started + Safeguarding and 
Optimizing Your Intellectual Capital + The Entrepreneur: Know Thyself + 
Finding Your Opportunities of a Lifetime: Where do Entrepreneurs Get Their 
Ideas + Moving innovations to Market » The Art of Start-ups: Critical Stage 
and How to Survive Jt + FORUM: Financing Programs that Work 


It Just Got 
Better 


PLDT OnCall is Your Bet Against Growing Competition 


lapie охара воа can expan bes n 200 
Су sie corti comin conning vibe 
South Ac 

out we a hve the rete cdg A Piping 
Sy o solve problems 
make money on your sity o cay out ky functions 


nimation, accounting, 


for clients and to solvc problems. With competition 
growing as fierce as it is. ultimately its quality over 
quantity that will determine the winner. You need to 


te on winning the customer satisfaction 


But you can hardly do that when you have to 
deal with other inherent complexities of running a 
contact center. Things like managing the contact center 
platform, telecoms infrastructure, system upgrades or 
downtime can take an enormous toll on your energies. 
not to mention your resources. That's why PLDT OnCall 
partnered with Avaya, the world leader in contact center. 
solutions takes care of all those worries for you. 

Today we have more than 112,000 agents on 
the line who earned their companies about $1.5 Billion 
in 2005. That's certainly a far cry from five years ago 
when we had just 2,400 agents worth $24 Mill 

henomenon that is only growin 
‘can help you catch this rising wave. 


иза 
васт: PLOT OnCall 


Experts have cited our cultural affinity with 
the US, low labor prices, and modern telecommunica 
tions infrastructure as key advantages in winning the 
BPO market. We're slowly finding out that we may need 
every competitive edge we can get. Now with PLDT 
OnCall. you've got it. 

To find out more about PLDT OnCill, log on to 
wwww.pldtoncall.com.ph or email bizsolépldt.com.ph. 
or give us a call at 8747474. 


PLDT OnCall for You 


Contact center operators are going to find out very soon 
that PLOT OnCall will be fully behind them for crucial support. For 
of almost any size contact center they are going to enjoy 
Customer Infrastructure Readiness Survey (CIRS) a high: 
cealuation of your local area network infrastructure. This identi- 
fies your important network issues that will be resolved b 
deploying the recommended IP solution. 
Applications Integration & Call Flow Design (Prompting & 
Routing)- PLDT OnCall integrates with your 
tions. At the same time, PLDT and Av: 
your сай flow for available solutions. 
Installation & configuration of domestic IP Network 
Hardware and Software- we set up and install your OnCall Network to 
РОТ Domestic IP Network. This is where we hook up your contact 
center to PLDT muscle. 
Training of agents, supervisors and technical staff- another 
too! for your quality control 


bases and applica- 
ya will design and configure 


Full time After Sales Support- ready for you 24 hours a day.7. 
days a week, 

Dedicated PLOT Rel 
personal PLD’ 


stionship Manager (RM)- your own 
“count executive to handle your every question or 

Onsite maintenance and reporting - PLOT engineers will 
g0 to your site to conduct maintenance and trouble shooting. 

Avaya Integrated. Management Syster 
tools enabling us to configure, monitor; and optimize the performance 
of Avaya media servers, gateways and endpoints, as well as monitor 
VOIP traffic 

Avaya Expert System this keeps an eye on your system 
through constant remote monitoring, proactive diagnosis and resolu 


- à complete set of 


FREE Remote simple services- user level modifications ti 
includes abbreviated dial lists, announcement setup, call cov 
paths and more. 
Remote Complex Services (FREE 10 hours of 
support/month> system, network, or application level modifications 
that includes IP Agent configuration and changes, hunt group configu 


ration, feature access codes and more. 
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AAP artists respond to the SOS N 
of a unique charity for orphans ` MYTHICAL 


Dove,” by Rex 


and abandoned children . irs 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor 


ESTLED IN A NOOK OF 

hind the National Historical 
Institute at Rizal Park is Kanlungan 
ng Sining, home to the Art Associa- 
tion of the Philippines (AAP). It is 
an art enclave, a fenced-in garden 
with curving concrete paths punc- 
tuated by sculptures surrounded 
by hedges or concrete benches. 


Against the back wall is a gallery-cum-ate 
lier which these days is strewn with a huge 
number of golf umbrellas bursting with color. 

The umbrellas are not being prepared for 
the sporadic downpours, but for the prover- 
bial rainy day. Some 50 members of the AAP 
are painting these in an effort to help alleviate 
the plight of homeless youngsters, in a project 
called “Shades of Art, Works from the Heart.” 
Proceeds from the works will benefit about a 
thousand kids who reside at the SOS Chil- 
dren’s Villages Philippines. 

"The villages are foster communities of 14- 
20 houses, providing shelters to orphans and 
abandoned children. Each house is watched 
over by a "mother" 

Siblings are kept together, in keeping with 
the organization's mission, says Philippine 
508 director Bienvenido Delgado, of provid- 
ing them “with a new family setting where a 
child grows with brothers and sisters and a 
mother... по family exists or if it is incapable 
of fulfilling its tasks, then it must be re- 
placed.” 

SOS, says Delgado, practices the umbrella 
principle: “When it rains, we know what to 
do.” 

Fidel Sarmiento, AAP president, says the 
artworks pay tribute to the work of SOS, since 
the umbrellas symbolize shelter and protec- 
tion. 
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Enjoy high time deposit rates 
— without locking up your money. 


condominium unit 
in Alabang 
for as low as 


P10,000 a month! the best of both worlds: the power of a high-yield time deposit 
and the convenience to withdraw anytime. 


Presenting the Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit. 
This is another breakthrough solution from Citibank. It combines 


+ 40%% lager and 30% cheaper per square molor 


than type condominiums The new Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit is a one-year term 


+ Cose he тен scoot, mote, hospi, deposit that allows you to break your placement into a maximum 
RM of 10 certificates, with a minimum of P50,000 per certificate, 


DANH HN Now you can withdraw the amount you need - when you need it. 


+ Constuction s 88% completed. —— 


d Interest rate 
+ Mode! units cro сынов Minimum Booking | Interest Rate | on amount withdrawn 


— Amount for 1 year before maturity*** 


Р500,000* 6.5% p.a.** 4% p.a.*** 


Visit any of our Citibank branches ог call 247-9850 in Metro Manila 
tH or 234-9037 in Metro Cebu. Log on to www.citibank.com.ph 
THE MONDRIAN 
RESIDENCES 
Tho Art о! Uboroling $pooo. arce 
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AN APSARA carved 
in stone continues to 
dance even, 

have been gouged 
‘out, casualty of the 
Indochinese war. 


DELICATE carving 
on the walls of 
Angkor Wat, as 
shown ina 1968 
photo, adds a layer of 
psychic meaning to 
the temple thatis 
now lost. 


. Return to Angkor Wat 


N THE SUMMER OF 1968, MY FRIEND 
Ruy told me he traveled from Saigon 
where he lived to the jungle deep in Cam- 

bodia to see incredible stone temples. 

2; The collection of temples he saw were scat- 

‘fered over a large area in a forsaken place called 
“Angkor. Although each was spectacular in its own 
Sway, he said, Angkor Wat overwhelmed every- 
thing else. 

22 Ruy thought that I should see them, so T took 
Tis advice and went. It tumed out to be a life- 
defining moment for me. 

Twas an architecture student then. The visit to 
“Angkor revealed а career path: 1 discovered that 1 
“tanted to keep old monuments alive. 

We arrived by propeller aircraft at sunset. From 
“the little airport, the dusty highway led in a 
Таи line directly to Angkor Wat. 1 was totally 
“mprepared for the overwhelming sight. At the 
Tënd of the highway, the five towers of Angkor Wat. 

rose from what appeared to be terraces of stone, 

stunning me complerely. 

1 got to Angkor Wat at sunrise the following 
morning. It was silent. | was the only person 
there. 

1 discovered that after entering the enormous 
temple complex through a 
causeway crossing a wide 
moat, there were a series of 
rectangular covered galleries 
totally built in stone around 
open courtyards in diminish- 
ing size, one inside the other 
like the rings around an onion. 

‘After entering the main 
gateway at the end of the 
causeway, а ceremonial walkway led from the 
main entrance to the depths of Angkor War, pass- 
ing from one gallery and its surrounding court- 
_yard to the next, from cool, dark covered areas to 
large open-air courtyards under bright sunlight. 

"The walk went in a straight line leading to the 
rectangular raised center esplanade with a tower 
at each of its comers. The fifth rower at the center 
‘was the highest, most prominent, and obviously 
most special 

"The processional walk left the outside world at 
the edge of the moat, the first layer of Angkor 
Wat. Each gallery was a transition to another lay- 
ex, a space of deeper quiet than the last, until 
reaching absolute stillness in stone temple cham- 
ber under the main tower. 
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WINNER of the 2002 Unesco Asia-Pacific 
Cultural Heritage Award, an old Buddhist. 
monastery was restored and reused as the 
Center for Khmer Studies in Siem Reap. 


Symbolical 

Symbolically, he who walks the causeway 
passes through the main entrance, through а 
succession of walled courtyards to reach the 
central chamber that once contained a statue 
of Vishnu. The walk is a procession that brings 
the pilgrim back in time to the 
first age in the creation of the 

universe. 

‘Angkor Wat, and the other 
temples in Angkor as well, 
replicate the Hindu spatial 
universe. The central tower 
represents Mount Meru, the 
mythical center of the Hindu 
religion, the four towers are 
thesmaller peaks around it 

‘The open courtyards are the continents, the 
moat is the ocean, and the naga (serpent) that 
flank the stone causeway over the moat is the 
symbolic rainbow bridge that starts man off on 

his journey to reach the abode of the gods. 
‘Along the causeway, at the entrance gates, 
covering the pavilion walls, and on all the ex- 
posed surfaces were stone sculptures so 
exquisite they had to be admired with many 
short pauses along the way, each stop adding to 
the serenity of the experience of following the 
temples stone pathway to reach the gods. After 
ascending the high stone steps to the central 

tower, it was all peace. 
Since that experience, 1 often wondered if 
that peace was still at Angkor 
Wat. 

„ — On my recent retum 
2, there, I arrived once 
n in a pro- 
peler aircraft at 
sunset. The 
highway no 
longer led 
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Nokia 3220 snow everyone who 
you realy are wth ihe Nokia 3220. Аай 
(Of Globes latest value offers like 

Unima and РО.10 per second calis so 
you сап have more fun being connected 


FREE on Globe 
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Plan 1200 


Spanish video artist at Instituto Cervantes 


Spanish video artist Sally Gutiérrez 
will present her short fiim “Manola. 
coge ol autobós" (Manola Gets the Bus) 
on Feb. 16, 6 p.m., Patio de las 
Orquideas, Instituto Cervantes Bldg... 
855 T.M. Kalaw St., Ermita, Manila 

Gutiérrez studied Fine Arts in 
Madrid, and lived and worked in Berlin 
and New York for several years. Gutlér- 
Tez has exhibited her work both In. 


“Manola” 
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WITH most of the wall carvings either vandalized or destroyed, the 
corridors of the vast Angkor Wat today are empty skeletons of what 


they once were. 


ASMALL Buddhist shrine deep within 


the stone recesses of the 


Bayon at Angkor Thom shows that the temples are stilla part of local 
spiritual life. Or is the shrine really for attracting tourist alms? 


straight to Angkor Wat. It now went the oppo- 
site way, past one hotel after the other, to the 
town of Siem Reap where there were more ho- 
tels, souvenir shops and restaurants for the 
crowd of tourists walking around. 

I got to Angkor Wat at sunrise the following 
morning. This time | was not alone. What 
looked like hundreds of tourists arrived before 
1 did, and I was told that more would come lat- 
er 

The sheer number of people prevented me 
from repeating the processional walk of my 
memory but I walked, anyway. This time it was 
no longer silent or meditative. 

The sculpture that gave life and meaning to 
‘Angkor Wat was gone. The surviving stone stat- 
ues were disfigured, either beheaded or simply 


es 


Nokia 6111 Capture, show and 
share реше and video in landscape. 
‘Share these memories and have true 
fun wth frengs with Globe's MMS, 
voice cals and text messaging. 

FREE on a Globe Pian 3500 


It eclipses 
other 
Cambodian 
heritage 
sites that 
also need 
conservation 


Spain and abroad in galleries, museums and film festivals. 

Her 2005 short film, "Manola coge el autobüs," was pre- 
sented in the prestigious Semana Internacional de Cine de 
Valladolid last October. She Is In the Philippines on a grant 
from Casa Asia and the Ministry of Culture of Spain 


Pettyjohn pottery 
at Artspace 
Jon Pettyjohn and Tessy 

San Juan-Pettyjohn are 
holding a Joint exhibit at the 
large gallery of Artspace in 
Мака Богема 4 unti 

j Fob. 24. The PettyJohns, 

j known as the parents of 
Philippine pottery, are ex- 


hibiting 70 expressionistic works including a series called 
“Picasso's Guitar" as well as а ar of square slabs placed one 
atop the other. 

“| am now experimenting on bolder pieces,” says San 
.Juan-Pettyjohn, who used to be known for her fine and femi- 
nine works. 

And Pettyjohn, who used to сай himself the "unknown 
craftsman,” says, “I have become quite expresslonlstic." 


Edsa photos at Alcove 

Alcove Gallery and Retrato Photo Library will present “Ed- 
sa: 20 Years Ato Feb. 14-28. The exhibit wil feature. 
Photographs of the country's fight for democracy, the people 
Gnd the events that occurred during, before and ater the 
тотоп Alcove Gallery Isat Flipinas Heritage Library 
along Makati Avenue, Ayala Triangie, Makati. Call 8921801. 


Limpe at 828 

Julius Limpe will open his 13th | 
soipexibiton Feb. 16,8рла зг 
Galery 623,41. Shangri-La Plaza “ROOSTER In the Barn" 
Mali, Mandaluyong. "From Roost- 
fto Dog. Year 2009" features 20 paintings with subjects carry- 
ing Limpas trademark fsh and floral. 


Artappreciation 

Art Informal otters a one-day critical art appreciation lecture 
ty Carlos Palanca awardee Myra Go on Feb. 18, 3-6 p.m. The 
lecture is open to ай ап enthusiasts, collectors, students, and 
professional artists. Art Informal is at 277 Connecticut St, East 
Greonhilis, Mandaluyong. Call 7258518. 


T COPY AVAILABLE 


chopped off their bases, victims of the terrible 
Cambodian war or the equally terrible forces of 
the international antique trade. The reliefs that 
used to line the walls of pavilion corridors were 
gone. The walls were totally bare. 


Empty 

‘Today's Angkor Wat is a bare, lifeless empty 
shell. 

Angkor has survived since its construction in 
the mid-12th century. It is still a monument of 
amazing grandeur unlike anything in the 
world. It deserves the assistance and funding 
by foreign governments and international 
agencies to conserve its crumbling temples. 

Tt is such an amazing place that it totally de- 
serves to be visited by tourists, and the Cambo- 
dian government knows that. 

‘Angkor is well prepared for the tourism in- 
dustry, Visitors must pay US$20 per day to visit 
the monuments located within a large national 
park where tourism facilities are well laid out. 

In the park, no hotels or unauthorized new 
development is allowed. Only original resi- 
dents of the area are allowed to continue living 
there. 

‘Tourism contributes heavily to the Cambodi- 
an economy Many of the locals I spoke to 
looked at Angkor as an income-earning com- 
modity, a lifeline. 

The same people all revered Angkor as the 
country's national symbol. Its image is on the 
‘Cambodian flag and on countless products in- 
cluding mineral water. The national beer is 
Angkor Beer 

"The пем Angkor updated my perspective on 
heritage as a tourism resource. Although the 
system could stand some improvement, 
‘Angkor is a property that has organized itself as. 
a tourism resource rather well. 

However, it eclipses all other Cambodian 
heritage sites in grandeur and earning power 
so that government attention is focused almost. 
solely on it to the detriment of the other tem- 
ples—urban and rural heritage in the country 
that is so endangered that, if conservation does 
not come soon, the sites will vanish. 


Feedback is welcome at afvi 
lalon@hotmail.com 


Nokia 62301 Fiexibie, eficient 

“il powerful, the Nokia 62301 combined with AF 
Globe will answer both your personal and, 
business communication needs. 
FREE on a Globe Pian 3500 


Art contest at Eastwood 

Eastwood City and the Art Discovery and | ie 
ation Inc. (ADLFI) will hold an on-the-spot 1.120" 
painting competition on Fab. 26, 7 a.m.-12 n» 
wood City Walk, Libis, OC. tt will be the culm 
wood City's Arts Month celebration this monti 
687677010 74 or 0918-9519989 and 0918-5 


Santosat Boston 
José Santos Il presents "Phases." unt Mar 
Boston Gallery 72 Boston St., Cubao, QC. 


Stamp art 

‘The Philippine Postal Corporation feature» Y. 
Dog New Year greetings stamps serles. Рози". 
Darlo С. Rama sald the stamps, souvenir she т 
first-day covers are on sala at the Philatelic Se 
203, Liwasang Bonifacio 1000 Manila and ан. 
ofthe Philippine Postal Corporation. Сай 82 à 


‘Halo-Halo’ at UP 
The UP Collage of Fine Arts, Department ot Vs 
 munication/Industrial Design will old an e»t» 


Farley del Rosario's sappy Valentine tbemes 


{ FARLEY DEL ROSARIO'S 
exciting art is on display 
at Gallery Nine and 
Gallery Big. 

Del Rosarios show is much 
awaited since his last series of 
darling round-eyed, long-nosed, 
curlicue-armed boys and girls, 
which earned praise from critics 
and collectors. 

‘The refreshingly new charac- 
ters are presented in various 
lovers’ poses, from whispering 
endearments to giving flowers 
and candy. 

Del Rosario lends a child's 
wonder replete with contrasts in 
line and color, giving a charming 
twist to otherwise sappy Valen- 
tine themes. 

Call 6877302 for Gallery Nine 
in Megamall or 8954516 for 
Gallery Big, Makati. 


br d 


“NO Vacancy" 


"SERENADING," by Manny Garibay 


Umbrellas 


Painting them is a welcome respite 
from the usual medium of oil or acrylic 
on canvas, he adds. 

Printing ink, normally utilized in the 
silkscreen process, was chosen for the 
umbrellas for it dries quickly, adheres 
very well to the waterproof material, 
doesn't crack, and will not run if ex- 
posed to precipitation, thus making the 
umbrella truly useable. 

‘The artists aim to finish embellishing 
150 umbrellas by the end of the month. 


European origins 

Founded on Feb. 29, 1964, SOS 
Philippines was a result of the efforts of 
the Austrian couple Dr. George and 
Suzie Winternitz, who sponsored a child 
in an SOS Village in Europe in 1957. Af- 
ter visiting the child, they raised the idea 
of putting up the care facilities here. 


Romantic art at Joaquin 


“EMBRACE,” A PAINTING EXHIBIT ON 
romantic love, courtship, passion, mother- 
ly love as well as objects of love, beauty 
and affection, is running until Feb. 21 in 
Galerie Joaquin (371 P. Guevarra St. and 
Montessori Lane, Bgy. Addition Hills, San 
Juan, Metro Майа) Сай 
7239253/7239418 or visit wwwga- 
leriejoaquin.com. 

The show features works of Mario Pari- 
al, Marcel Antonio, Manny Garibay, Lydia 
Velasco, Dominic Rubio, Jerry Morada, 
Vincent de Pio, Bayani Ray Acala, Elmer 
Roslin and members of the Guevarra 


Group of Artists. 


with a heart m= 


МЕМЕТ David, Bernadette Bueta and 
Giovanni de la Rosa 


їп 1963 (by then they had been resid- 
ing the Philippines for 30 years, owing 
to the doctor's post as consul), they ar- 
ranged a series of lectures and press 
conferences by Dr. Hermann Gmeiner, 
pioneer of SOS-Kinderdorf, the 
ternational welfare organiza- 
tion that started the SOS in 
1949 to take care of Aus- 
пап children ог 
phaned by the Sec- 
ond World War. 
Thereafter, gen- 
erous  benefac- 
tors and selfless 
volunteers 


] Nokia 6020 stay in touch with the 
people who matter the most with 
animated greetings and voice dialing, 


Partnered with Giobe Plans that lets 


you stay connected wherever 
[рге day and night 
'REE on a Giobe Plan 181 


Lif 


heeded the need, and the first village 
opened in 1967 in Banay-Banay, Lipa 
City. 

Now, there are also villages in Davao, 
Manila, Tloilo, Calbayog, Tacloban and 
Cebu. 

‘SOS also has youth facilities for “per- 
sonal development and final indepen- 
dence... and skills training,” 

SOS kindergarten is open to children 
outside, particularly from poor families. 

SOS has а training center for new 
mothers and older children, and neigh- 
boring communities also benefit from 
the Hermann Gmeiner Social Center for 
Mother and Child Food Program, Day 
Care and Counseling Center. 

ААР artists painting the umbrellas аге 
exploring the theme “Iba Talaga 
Magmahal ang Pinoy.” Judging by the 
myriad styles unfolding daily at Kanlun- 
gan ng Sining, some artists choose to ex- 
plore other themes, other motifs. 

Artistic freedom is welcome as the 
works are an act of sharing as much аз 
art-making—of sharing with aban- 
doned children and other poor young 
people. 


For P20,000, a donor or corporate 
sponsor will get an umbrella artwork. 
Call 6385900 or 6366616. Log on to 
wwwsosphiLorg. 
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"SEX, Drugs, and Воск ‘п’ Roll" 


Painterly illustrator 


From page CA 


‘The Crucible Gallery at the Artwalk, Bldg. A, 
1/4, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City. 


Major influences 

And the guys not just some painter—his 
work В a rich brew. These expressionist pieces 
can evoke the agony and menace of the figures 
of Ang Kiukok and Francis Bacon, even their 
rich color tones. Of D' Bayan's generation, we 
espy on his canvas the anarchic visions and 
warm tones of Andres Barrioquinto and Mark 
Matabilas. 

In fact, he acknowledges Bacon as one of the 
major influences on his art, along with Jean- 
Michel Basquiat, H.R. Giger, gonzo illustrator 
Ralph Steadman, and Storm Thorgerson of 
Hipgnosis." 

But most of ай, its rock'n'roll. D' Bayan re- 
veals these paintings were "inspired by rock 
bands from Pink Floyd to Radiohead, icons Bob 
Dylan, John Lennon and David Bowie, songs, as 
well as album covers by Hipgnosis and Roger 
Dean." We recognize aspects of some of those. 
rock personae boldly outlined and broadly 
painted on his canvas. 

It is the sound of rock—progressive, altema- 
tive, punk, heavy metal, death-metal, or plainly 
rolling—that drives these con- 
tortions and stirs up this col- 
orism in D’ Bayan's paintings. 

The rock scene forms the im- 
agery, and the rock idiom in- 
forms the commentary. 

“There is something about the 

deranged and doomed enter- 
prise called rock ‘n’ roll that is 
very appealing.” says the artis. 
“You listen to a song like 'Com- 
fortably Numb’ or ‘No Surprises’ 
and everything makes sense—in 
a weird but wonderful way" 


Common themes 

His explication of each piece 
would sound esoteric to the 
uninitiated: "The painting An- 
other Brick on the Wall’ is an exploration of 
common Pink Floyd themes such as alienation, 
insanity and dread. For a Moment There I Lost 
Myself is a meditation on Radiohead's philoso- 
phy of pain, menace and isolation. ‘Baboyman, 
inspired by a Radioactive Sago tune, isa taxe on 


"BABOYMAN" 


greed and decadence. 'Nostalgia Is Selling Ros- 

s on the Avenues of the Dead’ is a visual brew 

of men in bunny suits, a Batman wannabe, 

video-game symbols and cryptic figures depict- 

ing a panorama of stagnation, decay and de- 
spair" 

High-mindedness aside, these 
pieces do have a power to grab 
and to hold. 

Most ofthe titles and their cor- 
responding imagery are anarchic: 
"Apocalypse Jukebox," "Salvador. 
Dali's Head on Fire,” "Sex, Drugs 
and Rock'n' Roll "Hunger Is My 
Favorite Horror,” “Exploding 
Head: Sympathy for the Devil.” 

One sounds like an affront: 

Baboyman.” (We don't know 
whom the artist is attacking 
here—who the skeletal figure, 
and who the one imprisoned in 
the ribcage—but we can appreci- 
ate his take-no-prisoner atti- 
шде.) 

"Things that are considered rotten or repel- 
lent can be sources of illumination," says D' 
Bayan. Just like rock'n'roll" 

"That observation, backed up by these works, 
confirms him as an emerging artist of acuity and 
impact. 


The best way to 
start getting connected 
with loved ones? 


Spatial," Feb. 13-25, at the UPCFA Corridor Gallery, Bartlett 
Hall, UP Diliman, Quezon City. 

Featured are works in graphic design, illustration, pho- 
tography, animation, short fiim, product and package de- 
sign, and furniture and systems design. 
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Jun Aiton holds his 16th one-man show at the Jewellery, 
Greenhllis 
Shopping Cen- 
ter, San Juan, 
until Feb. 20. 
The exhibit fea- 
tures а collec- 
Чоп of richiy 
portrayed tyri- 
cal paintings of 
the tribal peo- 
ple in the 
South. 
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Fourart at Ayala 
The Fourart Group presents the third installment of its 
four-venue traveling exhibit at the Ayala Museum Space. 
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Antipolo artists show 
Siyudad ng Antipolo Arts Guild 
(Sinag) Inc. WII mount "Blossoms," 
on Feb. 18,4 pm, at the Progetti En- 

terprise Showroom, 7 Ploneer St., 
Mandaluyong City. The exhibit wil 
feature paintings of floral series and 
other themes by Zaldy Arbozo, Loo 
Meneses, Mike Austria, Vic Dabao, 
Joseph Clavita, Joel Cristobal, 
Armida Francisco, Hendrix Pereyra, 


"Modular Reconstruction” features new works by Raul Roco 
Jr. Моге Melmban, Grandier Bella and Jes Evangelista. The 
‘exhibit opens on Feb. 16 and runs until March 2. Call 0920- 
9071303 or 3744878, 


Florals at De las Islas 

Galeria de las Islas in Intramuros will present "Flower 
Festival,” an exhibit of paintings, prints and sculptures with 
floral theme, on Feb. 18. Featured are the works of Liza Ar- 
bis, Omar Noble, Angelo Baldemor, Antonio Doctor Garcia, 
Tony Pepito, Nik Masangcay Jr. and other noted artists. The 
exhibit runs until March 11. Сай 5272113. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


ELL-MEANING WHISTLE- 
blowers in this scandal-rid- 
den country can take a cue 


from this former American spy. 

Frustrated over politics at the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, veteran case 
officer Robert Baer called it quits in 
1997 and spilled the beans in a book. 

The result was “See No Evil,” a 
memoir swollen with candid revela- 
tions on how Washington politics had 
crept into the world's most elaborate 
spy agency and jeopardized its work 
against terrorism in the process. 

‘Baer laments that America practi- 
cally missed its chance to nail down 
the likes of Osama bin Laden, chief 
architect of 9/11, when the opportu- 
nity was still wide open. 

‘The book went on to become a 
bestseller in 2002, somehow suggest- 
ing in quantifiable terms that not a 
few Americans were already growing 
sick of all the Bush talk. They wanted 
the truth. 

Fortunately for Baer, his book drew 
interest from actor George Clooney, 
director Steven Soderbergh and 
Stephen Gaghan, who penned the Os- 
‘ear-winning screenplay for “Traffic.” 

In “See No Evil,” the filmmakers 


2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


ed Ne El tg et киине. 


{ BAER 


Robert Baer, author 
of ‘See No Evil, talks 
to the INQUIRER about 
the cloak-and-dagger 
world of oil politics 
that has led to 9/11, 
Iraq, and the 

George Clooney 
starrer, ‘Syriana’ 


found a wealth of material about an 
ever-present evil just as disturbing as 
the illegal drug trade spelled out in 
“Traffic’—the  muich-manipulated 
global oil industry. 

“Here were guys building pipelines 
and roads in Afghanistan, dictating 
polities, yet no one’s asking: Where's 
their money coming from?” he com- 
plains in a telephone interview with 
the Ivguinen, 


Sophisticated movie 

‘The Босе upcoming film adapta- 
tion, “Syriana,” gave the whistle- 
blowing Baer a megaphone, helping 
him draw the public closer to reality 
as only a tireless former CIA case offi 
cer probably could. 

“I think ies pretty much successful 
in showing the real picture of polities 
and the oil industry” he says. "Its 
pretty sophisticated," 

“Syriana,” written and directed by 
Gaghan, weaves the stories and inter- 
ests of a disillusioned CIA operative 
(Clooney), a reform-minded prince 
(Alexander Siddig), an ambitious 
Washington lawyer (Jeffrey Wright), 
his clever boss (Christopher Plum- 
mer), a driven energy analyst (Matt 
Damon), and big American oil-com- 


REVEALING/D2 


How do I love 
thee? Let Pinoy 
writers count 
the ways 


TOP FILIPINO WRITERS 
across the archipelago recite 
their favorite romantic pas- 
sages from literature: 


Ernesto Yee, Dumaguete-based po- 
et, fictionist and lawyer: 

"to be the air that inhabits you for a 
moment only. 1 would like to be that un- 
noticed & that necessary" 

—Canadian poet-novelist Margaret At- 
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She Found the Cure 
for her Hair Loss! 


"When | was a child, | used a certain solution to treat my unhealthy scalp. 
As time went on, | lost so much hair that | almost became bald! | even wore 
a wig but was always teased because it looked fake. | just wanted to disappear 
because | couldn't stand the insults. My life completely changed: for many 
years, | became less confident and less active in dealing with people -— | 
couldn't be my normal self. But when | went to Svenson, | found hope for 
my hair loss. Through their treatments, my hair started to re-grow with 
thicker strands. As it grows longer l'm starting to feel more confident again. 
I'm very happy that my hair is back to normal and I can finally be myself again. 
Svenson is my answered prayer for restoring my hair!" 

= Jennifer Callanta. 


WOMEN AT 
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сли 892-HAIR (4247) 


MAKATI — TOMAS MORATO 


Call Svenson for a FREE hair and scalp. 
check-up. Save your hair now! 
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How do I loveth 
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22 Rudy Alano, Bikol-based write 
T% {Мапа}... was lovely She was 
Zll. Beside my brother Leon, she 
Was tall and very still... [And] in the 
Slarkened hall the fragrance of her 
Sas like а morning when papayas 
"gre in bloom." 

$% —"How My Brother Leon Brought 
Some A Wife,” by Manuel Arguilla 


Ricardo de Ungria, poet, anthol- 
ogist, teacher and chancellor of 
University of the Philippines in 
Mindanao: 
“the sun shines for you he said the 
y we were lying among the rhodo- 
Sdendrons on Howth head in the grey 
tweed suit and his straw hat the day 1 
got him to propose to me yes first] gave 
him the bit of seedcake out of my mouth 
"ind it was leapyear like now yes 16 years 
‘ago my God after that long kiss I near 
“Jost my breath yes he said 1 was a flower 
f the mountain yes so we are flowers all 
Zg womans body yes that was one true 
‘thing he said in his life and the sun 
shines for you today yes that was why I 
“liked him because I saw he understood 
15: felt what a woman is and I knew I 


could always get round him and I gave 
him all the pleasure I could leading him 
оп till he asked me to say yes and I 
wouldn't answer first... yes and how he 
kissed me under the Moorish wall and 1 
thought well as well him as another and 
then Г asked him with my eyes to ask 
again yes and then he asked me would I 
yes to say yes my mountain flower and 
first 1 put my arms around him yes and 
drew him down to me so he could feel 
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my breasts all perfume yes and his heart 
was going like mad and yes 1 said yes 1 
will Yes” 

— "Ulysses," by James Joyce 


Francis “Butch” — Macansantos, 
Baguio-based poet-fictionist : 

“And I have fallen under the surface of 
your love 

Like a boat under the sea. 

Like a boat I was old with desire, 


‘And now my brows 
are oldened still with 
magic.” 

—'Song,” by Du- 
maguete-based poet Ce- 
sar Ruiz Aquino 


Marlinda Angbetic 
Tan, Cebu-based poet 
and newspaper editor: 

“Yes, yours, my love, 
is the right human face. 
Tin my mind had waited 
forthis long, 
Seeing the false and 
searching for the true, 
Then, found you as a 
traveler finds a place 
Of welcome suddenly 
amid the wrong 
Valleys and rocks and twisting roads... 
Your open heart, 
Simple with giving, gives the primal 
deed, 
"Тре first good world, the blossom, the 
blowing seed, 
е hearth, the steadfast land, the 
wandering sea, 
Not beautiful or rare in every part, 


Romantic bards at Rainbow 
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nt the ways 


But like yourself, as they were meant 
tobe.” 

"The Confirmation,” by Scottish poet 
Edwin Muir (1887-1959) 


Merlie Alunan, Tacloban-based po- 
et-teacher: 
“When I first met you, you were like 
wine. 
The taste of you burnt my mouth. 
Now you are like morning bread. 
Thardly taste you, but you sustain me.” 
—Author unknown 


Servando Hali 
critic and teacher: 

“My love 

15 like the grasses 

Hidden in the deep mountain: 

‘Though its abundance increases, 

‘There is none that knows.” 

—Ono No Yoshiki, translated by Arthur 
Waley 


, Zamboanga-based. 


The Filipino writers are members of the 
National Committee on the Literary Arts 
of the National Commission for Culture 
and the Arts, which is celebrating Febru- 
ary as the National Arts Month, 


Revealing memoirs 


|= turn out to be a dud instead of a dude, Miss 
Right Now rather than Miss Right, do not 
despair! Let words weave their elfin magic 
through a literary reading of prize-winning 
writers, “Rainbow's Love Project 2: A Post- 
Valentine Celebration,” on Feb. 17, 8-10:30 
1. p.m., at The Rainbow Project: Manila's Col- 
|: orful Cuisine, at the Nakpil-Orosa Court- 


The event will feature the lyrical evoca- 
tions and romantic musings of Alma 
Anonas, Eros Atalia, Sharline Bareng, 
Karen Capco, Nonon Carandang, Keith 
Cortez, Ralph Semino Galan, Wanggo Gal- 
laga, J. Pocholo В. Goitia, Mookie Katig- 
bak, G.S. Lloren, Paolo Manalo, Hansel 
Mapayo, Ned Parfan, Allan Pastrana, An- 


gelo Suarez and John Torralba. Open mike 
follows. 

Enjoy Happy Hour: Project Threesome 
(three SMB products for P100); or Becky's 
Bucket (a bucket of SMB products for 
P300), to get a 50-percent discount on 
starters such as sizzling squid and chicken 
and pork satay. 

Admission is free. Call 0917-8378717. 
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POWERBOOKS SPECIALTY STORE HOLDS 
Poetry Nights this February. 

Catch an allwoman roster of readers 
—Charms Tianzon of Matilda, Maegan 
‘Aguilar, Monique Jaramillo of Seven Shots of 
Wisdom, Anabel Bosch, Adelle Victoria, Rinka 
Kaz Castillo, Karen Kunawicz, Kooky Tuason, 
Kathy Chua Chiaco, Mich Dulce, Ginny Mata 
and Wawi Navarroza of the Late Isabel—in 
“Romancing Venus” on Feb. 17, 7 p.m. at 
PowerBooks Greenbelt. 

Poetry Nights culminates with “Mars in 
Love"—which features readings by Lourd de 
Veyra of Radioactive Sago Project, Angelo 
Suarez, Cholo Goitia, Joseph Saguid, Tobbie 
Cadhit, Arkaye Kierulf, Mikael Co, Sonny 
Sendon, MaHaSa, Chuck Ronquilio of Winter 
Roots, Ogie Sugatan, Rafael Sandiego, Teo 
Antonio and Allan Pastrana—on Feb. 24, 7 
p.m., at Greenbelt. 


Good reads 

In “The Cure for the Common Life,” best- 
selling author Max Lucado offers practical 
tools for exploring and identifying your 
uniqueness and strengths. 

“The Peace of Mind Prescription" by Dennis 
‘Charney and Charles Nemeroft helps those who 

anxiety and depression. 

А.С. Graylings "The Heart of Things" is a 
collection of essays exploring the best about 
the human heart and mind. 
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For every woman who wonders if she's 
found Mr. Right, Allison Castillos "The Score" 
is a fabulously funny pop quiz for rating that 
man in her life—from first dates and birth- 
days to sex and marriage. 

‘With 1,300 authentic French recipes, “Le 
Bonne Cuisine" by Madame Evelyn Saint- 
‘Ange is an indispensable culinary encyclope- 
dia and entertaining historical document that 
is the definitive word on French cooking. 

“Spas for your Home” by Cristina Paredes 
features 40 spaces in the house devoted to the 
owners wellness, relaxation, healthcare and 
hygiene. 

n "The Big Picture,” Edward Jay Epstein 
gives an unprecedented, sweeping, and thor- 
oughly entertaining account of the real magic 
behind movie-making: how the studios make 
their money. 

PowerBooks Specialty Store is at Greenbelt 
4 (7576428 to 29); Megamall (6352898 to 
99); Alabang Town Center (8505662 to 63); 
Glorietta (7527075); Shangri-La (6380023/ 
25) and Robinsons Place Ermita (5233334, 
5243448). 
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From page DI 


pany owners (Chris Cooper and 
Robert Foxworth). 

At the heart of the many-lay. 
ered plot are the workers toiling 
the fields of a rich, oil-producing 
country in the Gulf, ignorant of 


the bigger political interests that 
actually control their fate 

Connex, a Texas-based energy 
giant, surprisingly loses natural 
gas-drilling rights to a higher Chi- 
nese bid, largely because of the 
straightshooting Prince Nasir, 
heir apparent to the oil-rich king- 
dom. The Chinese element, of 
course, is more than a subtle re- 
minder about the Reds’ continu- 
ously growing influence on the 
world stage. 

Connex soon ties up with a 
smaller company, Killen, which 
has just gotten drilling rights in 
the highly competitive industry in 
Kazakhstan. 

The merger courts’a Justice 
Department investigation but is 
actually being worked out by 
Sloan Whiting law firm. Through 
its ambitious lawyer Bennett Hol- 
iday, it seeks just enough materi- 
als to build a case against Killen 
with the Justice Department 
while ensuring that the merger 
still proceeds as planned. 

Energy analyst Bryan Wood- 
man lost a son while attending a 


WRITER-DIRECTOR Stephen 
Gaghan 


MATT Damon ina scene 
from “Syriana” 


Middle East and Europe to allow 
him to "get the voices" of, say, ac- 
tual oil dealers. 

Much of Baer's commentaries. 


gala sponsored by Prince Nasir. 
‘To compensate for the tragedy, he 
offers Woodman a business op- 
portunity, a role that included 
giving the prince an expert advice 
on the oil industry. 

Clooney is Bob Barnes, a CIA 
operative who's nearing retire- 
ment but is asked to perform a fi- 
nal mission before he gets a pro- 
motion and winds up a long ca- 
reer—assassinate Nasir. 

"The plan is to pave the way for 
the assumption of  Nasirs 
younger and ambitious brother 
whom the Americans believe 
would be more pliant, if not will- 
ingly submissive to their inter- 
ests, But Barnes’ field agent turns 
against him and he’s in a deep 
hole. 

Wasim Ahmed Khan (Mazhar 
Munir) is a Pakistani immigrant, 
who, with his father and several 
other workers, lost their jobs be- 
cause of the Chinese takeover in 
the Gulf. He finds himself in the 
company of a blue-eyed Egyptian 
in possession of a stolen missile. 

You can only imagine what ап 
angry and jobless young man and 


are communicated — through 
Clooney's character Bob Barnes. 


Barnes as Baer 

Barnes is 4 paradox in being 
slick, inquisitive, sweet-talking, 
intelligent and lethal while re 
maining largely ignorant of what 
goes on in Washington where the 
bureaucracy controls his field 
job. 

Tes Baer in real life, the CIA 
veteran rewarded with an FBI in- 
vestigation for allegedly attempt- 
ing to assassinate Saddam Hus- 
sein. In the film, Barnes was 
probed for “actually” trying to kill 
Мази, but upon clear orders from 
the top, 

*1 couldn't believe that these 
things were happening and 1 was 
already 45 then! 1 was supposed 
to know these things but I didn't," 
Baer recalls, explaining that his 
long years on the field had virtu- 
ally isolated him from conniving 
policy-makers in the capital, 

‘The unpleasant surprise is cap- 
tured by the often naive, frustrat- 
ed look in Clooney, who grew а 
beard and put on an extra 30 Ibs 


СА PUBLICATION INSTRU- 
;mental in the People Power 
*of February 1986, Mr. & Ms. 
:takes time out to commemo- 
rate the 20th year of the 
event with celebrity Bianca 
Gonzalez on its Edsa 1986 
gatefold cover. 

As a Valentine treat, Mr. & Ms. fea- 
tures singer Kyla and cager Rich Al- 
warez, who reveal their attraction, 
their first meeting and their love sto- 
ту. 

‘The issue provides tips on celebrat- 
‘ing a good Valentine without having 
to spend a mint to please your honey. 
„Plan and read tips on where to buy 
"not-so-expensive flowers. 

Learn from a couple who were pre- 
dicted as being not suited, only to suc- 
ceed in their marriage in "A Romance 
Saved by Feng Shui 
___ And if you think you know every- 
"thing there is to know about sex, be in- 


formed on how intimacy gives out our 
energy of how it affects our life force. 

Mr. & Ms. also features a fitness reg- 
imen fit for couples who would like to 
be more flexible and lively—in and 
out of be 

Columnist Jaime Licauco tackles 
the case of a woman visited by an in- 
cubus who made love to her, had inti- 
macies with her—only to turn violent 
inthe end. 

Tales from "Nginilig," anyone? The 
hit TV show shares stories of strange 
love, including one which tells of a 
wife who continues to see her hus- 
band, her dead husband, that is, 

Those who are yet to find their love. 
mates can get some tips from the fea- 
ture "How to Find Your Soul Mate.” 

If you can't wait for love and would 
like to have a date as soon as possible, 
you may want to check Mr. & Ms. trip 
to Quiapo to research on gayuma and 
love spells. 

Mr. & Ms, magazine is available na- 
tionwide, 
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a cunning Islamic extremist could 
pull off together. 


Triumph 

“Syriana” is a triumph of sorts 
for Baer, who quit the CIA a frus- 
trated man in 1997. 

The title itself, defined by 
Gaghan as the “hypothetical re- 
shaping of the Middle East by 
Washington think-tanks,” is а 
slashing mockery of America's re- 
lentless fiddling with the affairs 
ofthe oil-rich region. 

As Baer found out in his 21 
years at the CIA, everything oper- 
ates under this reality. Circum- 
stances don’t care whoever gets 
lost or killed or framed up so long 
as Washington's interests are pro- 
tected. 

“syriana’s" characters аге in- 
spired by real people he had met 
in the course of his spy work, Baer 
says he, in fact, gave Gaghan a 
tour of the places he'd been in the. 


7^ 


in 30 days for he film. 

"George was great," he says. 
"Hes a listener, He wanted to 
Know how it's like to be in the CIA, 
what we do when we wake up in 
the morning, how we deal with 
‘our wife and children. He wanted 
to absorb my personality." 

The answers not that difficult 
Baers got three children from а 
failed marriage and is now work- 
ing to make his second one last. 
"уез almost impossible to keep а 
family because of the assign- 
ments and all." 

Good thing CIA operatives 
aren't primarily judged on the 
Success of their domestic life Бис 
on how well they've served th 
country 

Or so Baer had thought, 


“See No Evil" is available at Na- 
tional Book Store. "Syriana" will 
open in theaters nationwide on 
Feb, 22. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LIFESTYLE 


‘power of reading. For contest me 
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vechanics, log on to www.powerbooks,com.ph. 


MODELING.MEDIA.ACT ING. 


The future is in your hands. John Robert Powers 
has a program for you to make it happen! 
Modeling. Acting. Personal Development 

Executive Grooming. 
Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers Diploma. 


yum 


Breakfast in bed? 
Intimate dinner for two? 


Cocktail party for the newly single? 


Seduce Your Palate at Seven Corners 


Thrill your tastebuds with a spread of intensely 
delectable aphrodisiacs -.. 
savored to the last bite. 


We create the most tempting pairings this. 


Valentine's. 


Meet your match. At Seven Corners. 


For reservations, call: 633 — 7222 
Seven Corners : local 7220 / Xin Tian Di : local 7240. 


your senses 


Recipes of Love at Xin Tian Di 
‘Toke pleasure in epicurean flavors that jumpstart 


ай an evening of romance. 


Perfectly tailored to your palate. 


cau wow! 89295 11 


Oota Вои, 


www.johnrobertpowers.com 


Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St 
Legaspi Village. Makati 
CONVENIENT PARKING NEARBY 


Created just for the evening. 


| 


Mix and match these 
romantic offerings 
to pair with your plans 


for ntine's. 


Crowne Пи Galleria g anila] еб УД 


Ortigas Avenue comer Asian Development Bank Avenve, Quezon City 
Tel: (632) 33-222. | Fax: (632) 533-2824 


кит crowneplaza com/gallesiamanila 


“FILIPINAS NATIONWIDE ARE DISCOVERING 
PEKAS-FREE SKIN IN 8 WEEKS with 


There was a time when Filipinas used to suffer in 

silence from "pekas", a skin disorder clinically known 

as “melasma”. They would look in the mirror everyday 

and desperately find ways to conceal 

the dark blemishes on their 

faces. In their search for a 

product that would work, 

they have tried astringents, 

topical creams and 

have even consulted 

dermatologists for an 

effective treatment. This 

gms, search not only had them 

® spending an enormous 

amount of money, time and 

effort, but also left them frustrated and hopeless with 
the lack of lasting results 


But all of these changed when they discovered 

Pynocare 40 Aclisome. The revolutionary first oral 

treatment from Mega We Care has changed the lives 

of %отей from all over the Philippines by effectively 

treating melasma or “pekas”. 

With just 2 capsules 

V, a day for at least B 

Wü weeks, Pynocare users 

Moat fais have witnessed the 

Pe! transforniatign right 

(ғ El К before their very eyes! 
ADEN 4 

3. As part of Mega We 

Care's initiative 16 heip 

Filipinas achieve pekas-ree 

skin, the "Pekas-Free Filipina” 

mali activation tour was 

launched last year. Starting 

in Metro Manila, the road 

show went on to share the 

‘good news with women 

in Cebu and then on 

to Davao, Batangas 

and Pampanga, where 

inquiries were gathered 

from ladies who wanted 

more information about 

the product. 


ipina 
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As a result of Mega We Care's commitment to 
quality service, the successful road show will continue 
and will soon be visiting malls in other parts of the 
Philippines. Filipinas from other parts of the 
archipelago will soon be able to discover for themselves. 
the wonders of pekas-free skin, thanks to Pynocare 
40 Aclisome's 85% 


Since its laugh a yesr ago, the number 
‘of omen who continue to use 
9 


r, @ O кер growing 
Ti Vnd: with the way that the 
МЫ gar, FPekasiFree hotline has been 
ОЙ УТ receiving paises from calls, 
there seems to be no limit to. 

t of satisfied customers. 


« *Pekas clinically known as Melasma, 8ай: 
increased pigmentation in sun-exposed areas of 
бе face duct overproduction of melanin in the 
Melasma is a опа? curse: Female:Male Ratio 
9-1 (according to International Journal of 
Dermatology, 2003): It usually develops among 
middle-age women. 


Prolonged exposure & the skin 6 the UV radiation. 
is the major risk factor. Other causative factors | 
Ar emoties née of astingents and peeling agents) | 
‘Simones ше to pregnancy, итак of oral 
Contraceptives: and anii-scizure drugs) 
genetic influence 


However, sun exposure remains the’ 
strongest risk factor. 


Pynocare 40 Actisome's efficiency in treating 
Melasma is supported by many clinical studies 
done in Thailand and Malaysia. It contains a unique 
Melasma Skin Clear Complexion or MSCC complex 
that effectively lightens the dark spots caused by 
prolonged sun exposure and helps prevent the 
recurrence with continued use. 
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Women like Flordeliza Pamplona, Benita Vinluan, 
Eva Ducat, and Vicky Batu have nothing but 

isertBal-aresalbtostnatched by their 
‘equally. glowing pekas-free facet 


о just айёга week of üsase twice а day, |, 
noticed some sensation of tightjess and firmness 
in my face and the dark blotches started to lighten. 
Ever the skinin my arms, nek and my entire 
body became softer, finer, ай firmer, and the 
freckles on my back and:upper arm decreased. 
‘dramatically. * : 

~ Flordeliza Pamplona; а \8-year-old 

housewife, who has е siruggling with 
imelasma after à trip tohe beach 


“During the first month} 1 noticed my skin 
Startėd to tighten and the dark spots began to fade. 
Teven noticed changes in the texture of my hair!” 

~ Benita Vinluan, a 36-ybar-old housewife, 

who has had melasmal tor years 
“it wasit just on my face. | also started 
noticing that the color on ту arms also started to 
'even-out. Friends and family have also started 
noticing the difference andl have complimented 
mo about it, which makes jme really happy. 
Eva Ducat, a 30-year-old self-employed 
mother of five, who started seeing results 
from using Рупосаге 10 Actisome in as carly 
asone month. 4 


^1 have always had dry skin but when I had 
ту skin analyzed recently, й has stabilized and 
is now considered normal " 
- Vicky Batu, a 50-year-old widow and mother 
of two, after using Pynocare 40 Actisome 


cals. Ne Lasers. Ho Fale. 


Just 2 cansules a day ior 2162516 weeks, and Be Pelias-Free. | 


MEGA 
We care 


Unit 48, 4th Floor, Бокй 1, 118 VA Rufins Street, Legaspi Vilage, Makati City 


Available at 


| mercury 


DAI NW AKASISIGUBO GAMO! AY LAGING BAGO 
and other leading drugstores nationwide 
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5 Eva, 38, 
Self-employed 


Free Pr 
Actisome, 
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LISA MACUJA-Elizalde as Kitri KITRI, the innkeeper’s daughter 


‘Don Quixote’ opens 
new Ballet Manila season 


BALLET MANILA PRESENTS 
“Don Quixote” as its initial offer- 
ing in 2006. 

А powerful ballet in three acts, it is filled 
with feisty Spanish-flavored dancing, daz- 
zling turns and spectacular leaps and, of 
course, a happy ending. Turning the atten- 
tion away from Cervantes' main character, 
the ballet is a light romantic comedy about 
Kitri, the innkeepers daughter, and 
Basilio, the town's poor barber. 

The demanding choreography of 
Alexander Gorsky and the fast tempo of 
Ludwig Minkus' score require extremely 
high technical ability from the dancers, 
and Ballet Manila delivers. 

Performances will be at Star Theater, 
Star City, CCP Complex, Roxas Blvd, 
Pasay on Feb. 17-19 and 24-26. Call 
4000292, 4043086 or 5251584. 


Affordable stylish condo living 
very near the Ortigas Business Center. 


‘actual photo of completed Phase 1 


Hampton Gardens is a gated community 
abundant in lush greenery and privileged amenities. 
Finally, a home and lifestyle you so richly deserve. 


Stren, i 


Many choices to suit your lifestyle needs and budget: 
> Spacious 3-bedroom bi-level units now ready for occupancy.) 
> Affordablé one-level units in Phases 3 & 4* 
хе Studio Unit - Php 5,266 and up a month 
©:2-Ьейгоот Unit - Php 15,227 and up a month 
:3-bédroom Unit. Php 21,264 and up à month 


RUE 


Brokers are welcome to apply for accreditation: 
Email: sales@drrchomes.com 


r.di Я 
wwwdrrchomescom кш theZ NCLAIRMONT GROUP ered iat eee 


Project Manager: Clairmont Realty Developer: Dynamic Realty & Resources Corp. 
Suite 2203-B, PSE-Center, East Tower, Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City Fax: 634-8663 


ee be estem nte cierre 
Come and see our model units. 
For inquiries, call 634-6754 or visit our website: 
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SHAKESPEARE'S magical play runs at the open field of La Consolacion College Manila. 


A midsummer 
night lovefest 


By Lito Casaje 
Contributor 


HEN SISTER IMEE 

Mora, OSA, president of 

La Consolacion College 
Manila, appointed me as the insti- 
tution’s director for performing 
arts last semester, little did I realize 
that her vision-mission of instilling 
theater consciousness in her aca- 
demic community, particularly in 
her spoiled colegialas whose per- 
ception of culture and the arts 
stops with “Pinoy Big Brother” and 
“Encantadia,” was something of a 
Herculean challenge. 

My once self-aggrandizing spirit to fulfill 
only my self-centered artistic whims, as presi- 
dent and artistic director of the 16-year-old 
Dramatis Personae, suddenly made a 
turnaround after being challenged this time 
by the lackadaisical attitude of my student ac- 
tors in my latest theatrical project, a physical 
theater version of William Shakespeare's ro- 
mantic comedy ^A Midsummer Nights 
Dream." 

‘The students’ lack of discipline, particular- 
ly in attendance and punctuality, prompted 
me to invite my ever-reliable theater friends 
from DP in order to instill in these greenhorns’ 
psyche the value of commitment and dedica- 
tion especially in the theater. The resulting 
mix eventually worked for the betterment of 
the production. 

Our rehearsal sessions were most of the 
time frustrating and uninspiring. I was even 
tempted several times to throw in the towel. 
But | realized I had had worse scenarios in my 
over 20 years of theater experience, since 1 
started with Repertory Philippines as an un- 
known actor clad only in towels in Teren 
McNally's gay bathhouse comedy “The Ritz.” 


Interactive, organic 

Our vision of “A Midsummer Nights 
Dream," we'd like to think, is certainly no dif- 
ferent from most of the interpretations that 
have been done in the past. Except that this 
time, we feel this concept should be more in- 
teractive, spontaneous and organic. 

Apart from the picnic setup which will wel- 
come dating couples and theater enthusiasts, 
a prelude of love songs, poems and dance ren- 
ditions will entertain the picnic-goers as they 


| savor red wine, French bread and cheese. In- 


teractivity will be the order of the evening, as 


SCENE from “Midsummer” 


the actors will mingle with the crowd from 
the start and entertain them with light banter 
and smiles. 

For those who are going without a date, we 
are giving out a half-broken heart as you pur- 
chase your ticket. Upon entering the picnic 
ground, everyone is free to look for that other 
half. The resulting matches will hopefully 
make the Shakespearean evening a truly 
memorable one. 

After roughly two months of rehearsals, 1 
have finally found allies in my pursuit ofa sin- 
cere appreciation of Shakespeare—Francine 
Fernandez, Toni Rodriguez, Irene Montellana 
and Angel Rose Reyes. 

They are my latest La Consolacion angels, 
slowly being honed toward the kind of disci- 
pline required of dedicated theater artists. 

So come join us and enjoy your Valentine's 
week with a dash ofa classic made easy. Who- 
ever says Shakespeare can never be fun is a. 
jerk and Шоу. 

“А Midsummer Nights Dream" opens 
tonight, at 6, and will have another evening 
performance tomorrow at the open field of La. 
Consolacion College Manila on Mendiola, 
right beside Malacahang Palace gate. Have а 
picnic under the stars with your special some- 
one. 

Call 3130513 or 7360235 local 34, 


Sunico, UST talents mounts 
Valentine's concert at Polo Club 


UNIVERSITY ОР SANTO TOMAS 
celebrates God's unconditional love in a 
Valentine's concert, "Love Unspoken,” tonight 
at 7:30, at Manila Polo Club, Forbes Park, 
Makati. 

Talents from the UST Conservatory of Mu- 
sic led by dean Raul Sunico will perform a 
mixed repertoire of love songs, operatic arias, 
excerpts from Broadway musicals, and Fil- 
ipino classics. 

Aside from pianist Sunico, to perform are 
Fr. Manuel Maramba, OSB, Mary Anne Es- 
pina and Najib Ismail; singers Irma PE. Po- 
tenciano (soprano), Gloria D. Coronel (so- 


RAUL Sunico 


prano), Naomi Sison (soprano), Patrice Pacis 
(soprano), Randy Gilongo (tenor), Lemuel 
de la Cruz (tenor), Eugene de los Santos 
(tenor), Nenen Espina (soprano), Thea 
Perez (soprano) and Ronan Ferrer (tenor); 
guitarists Ruben Reyes and Manuel Cabrera; 
and instrumentalists Eric Barcelo (flute), Re- 
nato Lucas (cello), Ariel Sta. Ana (clarinet), 
Frenvee Andra (bassoon) and Reynato 
Ressureccion (oboe). 

"Тре concert will benefit the UST Center for 
Conservation of the Cultural Property and En- 
vironment in the Tropics and UST Conserva- 
tory of Music Faculty Club, Call 7314022. 


IRMA Ponce-Enrile 


GLORIA Coronel — Potenciano 


